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The  ROYAL  FAMILY. 

% 
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CHAP.  I. 


The  fitting  out  the  Pcyal  Family  priva¬ 
teers  ;  accident  to  the  Prince  Frede¬ 


rick}  efcape  from  three  French  men 
ot  war  ;  reparation  from  the  Pr meets 
Amelia;  meeting  the  Weft- India 
fleet ;  taking  a  French  tartan  under 
the  fortifications  of  Saffia;  complaint 
made  to  the  court  of  London,  and 
fome  obfervations  thereon. 


OME  gentlemen  of  London  (John 


kJ*  Cafmajor,  Valentine  Comyns, 
Edward  Xronlide,  Efqrs.  and  Mr. 
Parnell  Neville,  all  fince  deceafed, 
William  Belcher,  Ifrael  Jalabert,  and 
James  Talbot,  Efqrs.)  in  the  year 
Vql,  II.  B  iy 46 
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1746  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  private  fliips 
of  war,  called  the  Royal  Family,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Mr.  Walker ; 
giving  him  the  entire  dire&ion  of  the 
fame,  as  to  its  equipment,  and  the 
appointment  of  all  the  officers.  Cap¬ 
tain  Talbot’s  fucoefs  in  two  of  thefaid 
fhips,  which  he  had  before  com¬ 
manded,  engaged  him  'and  the  reft 
to  increafe  the  number  under  the  pre- 
fent  truft.  Th  is  fleet  was  fitted  out 
at  Briftol,  and  by  a  few  delays  in  the 
managers,  took  up  near  three  months, 
before  it  was  compleated.  The 
greater  part  of  which  time  Mr. Wal¬ 
ker  was  prefent,  giving  diredlions ; 
as  almoft  every  thing  depended  upon 
his  management;  and  had  he  been 
the  firft  principle  of  motion,  the  ma¬ 
chine  had  kept  better  time. 

In  one  article, .  indeed,  of  our  e- 
quipmcnt,  we  had  not  the  leaft  diffi¬ 
culty. 
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culty,  that  of  getting  men  :  which 
is  generally  a  caufe  of  delay,  and  the 
moft  material  bufmefs  of  prepar¬ 
ing  fuch  expeditions.  For  moft 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Bof- 
cawen  continued  clofe  adherents  to 
Mr.  Walker;  and  the  report  of 
fo  great  a  private  fleet  to  be  fitted 
out,  and  the  character  and  known 
fuccefs  of  the  commander,  had  drawn 
together  fuch  numbers  of  fea-men 
to  offer  themfelves,  that  near  as 
many  were  refufed  as  would  have 
manned  a  like  number  of  fhips ; 
though  at  this  time  there  was  a  great 
fcarcity  of  hands,  both  in  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  and  merchant’s  fervice.  Which 
circumftance  feems  to  ftrengthen  the 
opinion,  I  have  often  received  from  the 
willingnefs  of  our  common  fea-men  to 
ferve  in  private  fhips  of  war, that,  “Was 
our  navy  put  on  a  more  favourable 

B  2  '  foot- 
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footing  in  fome  particulars,  very  eafy 
to  be  complied  with,  there  would 
always  be  a  fufficiency  of  men  ready 
oftering  to  the  fervice  For  certain¬ 
ly  there  are  equal  hands  in  thefe  king¬ 
doms,  with  the  afiiftance  of  neutral 
feamen,  who  flock  to  us  in  time  of 
war,  under  a  proper  difpofition  of 

them,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  to 

• 

man  the  whole  fleet  of  England, 
and  navigate  the  trade  of  the  mer¬ 
chants.  •  <  ' 

Amidft  thefe  Dreparations,  a  cir- 
cumftance  appeared  very  irregular  in 
the  outlet  ;  which  begot  a  dilTatisfac- 
tion  in  fome  foreboding  minds,  as  it 
affailed  the  confidence  they  before 
had  in  the  managers.  This  was,  that 
all  the  time  of  the  fleet’s  being 
fitted  out,  no  copy  of  the  articles, 
which'  were  to  be  executed  between 

the  managers,  the  officers,  and  men,  > 

was  . 
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was  fent  down  for  the  perufal  and 
infpedtion  of  thofe  concerned  :  and 
though,  at  the  repeated  defire  and 
requell  of  feveral  of  the  captains  and 
officers,  Mr.  Walker  had  frequently 
wrote  up  to  London  for  it,  yet 
it  could  not  .be  obtained  ;  till 
within  a  few  days  before  the  ffiips 
were  prepared  to  fail,  the  articles 
themfelves  were  fent  down,  ready 
ingroiTed  and  figned  by  the  managers. 
In  thefe  articles,  belldes  allowing 
themfelves  five  per  cent,  upon  the 
whole,  as  managers,  they  had  alfo 
made  themfelves  agents. to  the  officers 
and  men,  with  a  further  allowance  of 
five  per  cent,  for  fuch  new  office. 
•This  particular  of  the  agency  was  fo 
much  dil-relifhed  by  mofl  of  the 
people,  that  many  of  the  officers  and 
others  abfolutely  refufed  to  ferve  any 
longer,  and  offered  up  their  com- 

B  3  trillions. 
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miffions.  But  Mr.  Walker,  who 
had  now  compleated  the  fleet,  was 
eager  to  be  at  Tea  ;  and  who,  from  his 
general  good  opinion  of  mankind 
(which  known  part  of  his  character 
proceeds  from  the  too  common  error 
of  honed:  men  judging  others  from 
themfelves)  had  really  conceived  well 
of  his  managers,  publickly  exprefled 
fuch  his  particular  confidence  in  their 
honour,  and  turned  advocate  for  the 
articles  5  faying,  “That,  whilfi:  we 
difputed  about  the  agency,  we  per¬ 
haps  lod  an  opportunity  of  finding 
the  fortune.”  By  this  and  other 
perfuafions,  giving  high  encomiums 
on  the  great  merit  of  our  owners  in 
fitting  out  fo  fine  a  fet  of  {hips,  he 
at  laft  prevailed,  that  every  body  in 
compliance  figned  the  articles,  tho’ 
far  from  being  convinced  of  the  equi¬ 
ty  of  them. 


The 
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The  fleet  fet  fail  April  28,  1746,  ASfl/vU  | 
from  King’s-road,  Briftol,  on  a  cruife 
of  eight  months.  The  fhips  were 


o 

c: 

*— * 

CO 


n 
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King  George,  George  Walker,  Com.  32  300 
Prince  Frederick,  Hugh  Bromedge,..  26  260 

Duke,  Edward  Dottin,  20  260 

formerly  firft  ^.Capts. 
lieutenant  to 
the  Bofcawen, 

Princefs  Amelia,  Robert  Denhani>^  24  150 

102  970 

Crouds  of  fpe&ators,  as  fuch  a  fleet 
had  not  appeared  before  in  thefe  parts, 
acclaimed  aloud  a  pleafure  at  our  ap¬ 
pearance;  which  was  ecchoed  in  joy 
within  the  breafts  of  the  men  ;  and 
returned  in  falutes  of  our  guns  from 
every  fhip.  But  this  great  joy  and. 
fine  appearance  were  overcafl:  by  two 
accidents,  which  damped  the  firfl: 
and  leflened  the  latter  ;  for  about 

B  4  twelve 
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twelve  o’clock  the  Prince  Frederick, 
through  the  carelefsnefs  or  fupnofed 
ignorance  of  the  pilot,  ran  a- 
Piore  on  the  Wellh-hook,  and  made 
lignals  of  diftrefs.  The  tide  run¬ 
ning  very  ftrong  in  the  channel,  as 
it  uiually  does,  prevented  the  com¬ 
modore  fending  any  affiifance :  but 
at  foui  o clock  he  came  to  an  anchor 
with  the  Duke  and  Princefs  Amelia, 
under  the  Flat-holmes.  Jn  the  even¬ 
ing  captain  Bromedge’s  barge  coming 
on  beard,  acquainted  the  commodore 
that  the  Prince  Frederick  had  receiv¬ 
ed  fo  much  damage  by  her  late  acci¬ 
dent,  that  it  was  thought  Hie  would 
not  oe  able  to  proceed.  Whereupon 
the  commodore  went  himfelf  on 
board  the  Prince  Frederick,  and  hnd- 
ing  flic  made  eighteen  inches  water 
in  an  hour,  he  ordered  her  back,  and 
lent  an  exprefs  of  the  accident  to  the 


ma- 
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managers  for  their  directions  to  him, 
whether  to  proceed,  or  wait  her  repair. 

Whilfi:  the  fhips  lay  thus  waiting 
for  an  anfwer  from  the  managers, 
the  other  accident  happened  on  board 
the  Duke  :  which  was  1  very  rafia 
and  paffionate  murder  committed  by 
one  of  the  common  men  on  another, 
by  {tabbing  him  in  the  breaft,  ■  thro’ 
an  ill- grounded  refentment  for  fome 
flight  affront  conceived.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  having  had  intelligence  of  the 
accident,  went  on  board  the  Duke. 
The  men,  taking  upon  them  to  exe¬ 
cute  what  had  been  ftridt  juftice  in  it- 
felf,  though  by  no  means  legal  in 
them,  had  hanged  the  murderer  by 
the  two  wrifts  to  the  yard-arm, where 
the  poor  wretch  was  roaring  in  great- 
agonies.  Mr.  Walker  immediately 
ordered  him  down  ;  and  taking  the 
depofitions  of  the  evidence,  fent  the 

B  5  deceafed. 
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dcceafed,  the  criminal,  and  the  two 
principal  witnedes,  to  a  magiftrate 
at  Batol  .  The  fellow  was  after¬ 
wards  tried  and  hanged. 

May  third,the  exprefs  returned  from 
the  managers,  with  directions  to  put 
to  fea  without  the  Prince  Frede¬ 
rick,  who  was  obliged  to  go  into 
dock.  Signal  being  again  made  for 
weighing  anchor,  and  orders  left  with 
captain  Bromedge  in  what  ftation  to 
join  us,  we  fet  fail  on  our  cruife. 
Our  fird  ftation  being  ordered  to  be 
between  Cape  St.  Vincent  in  Portu- 
gal  and  Cape  Cantin,  on  the  coaft  of 
|  Barbary,  til!  a  certain  day. — May  jo, 

the  bland  of  Scilly  bearing  S.  E.  by 
t.  didant  feven  leagues,  the  Princefs 
Amelia  being  a  great  way  a-dern, 

the  commodore  mide  fignal  for  diort- 

ning  fail  till  die  got  up.  Whild  we 
lay- to  for  her,  we  faw  three  fail  to 

the 
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the  fouth-weft  quarter,  {landing  to 
the  eaftward.  Upon  which,  fignal 
being  given  to  chafe,  and  all  things 
ordered  for  engaging,  we  came  fo 
near  them  towards  evening,  as  to  dis¬ 
cover  they  were  Ships  of  war  of  great 
force,  at  leaft  fixty  or  feventy  guns 
each  ;  therefore  apprehending  their 
flow  making  from  us  a  pretence  of 
fear  to  decoy  us  into  their  reach, 
as  fuch  it  really  was,  we  at  once 
hauled  our  wind  and  left  off  the 
chafe.  On  which  they  all  hoiited 
French  colours,  tacked  about,  and 
flood  after  us.  The. Princefs  Amelia 
being,  as  was  obferved,  greatly  a- 
ffern,  it  blowing  very  hard,  and 
night  coming  on,  fignal  was  made 
for  her  to  alter  her  courfe,  and  {hut 
up  her  lights :  which  fhe  obeved. 
But  we  and  the  Duke,  woo  kept 
dofe  company  with  us,  being  to 

B  6  much 


* 
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much  nearer  to  the  enemy,  appre¬ 
hended  ourfelves  in  great  danger  of 
being  over- taken.  The  commodore 
ordered  us  and  the  Duke,  by  fignals, 
to  keep  on  our  courfe  and  fet  up  our 
lights,  which  feemed  a  contradictory 
condudt  to  the  orders  given  the  Prin- 
cefs  Amelia  $  and,  as  we  were  clofe- 
l.y  purfued,  could  not  fail  of  being 
reprehended  in  mod;  of  our  judg¬ 
ments.  But  it  now  growing  dark, 
the  commodore  called  the  carpenter 
to  him,  and  making  him  fix  a  ffep 
in  a  large  bathing  tub  he  had  for 
his  own  life,  and  fet  a  pole  upright 
in  it  like  a  maft,  he  put  into  it  a 
quantity  of  ballaft,  and  ordered  him 
to  nail  a  tarpaulin  clofely  over  it  5 
then  hanging  a  lantern  and  light  to 
the  top,  he  let  it  down  over  the  Hern 
into  the  lea.  We  then  fhut  up  all 

■nJ' 

our  livhts  and  altered  our.-^?ourfe,  as 

O 

,  ~  ^  did 
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did  the  Duke  alio.  At  day-break 
vve  faw  nothing  of  the  three  French 
men  of  war,  but  miffing  alfo  the 
Princefs  Amelia,  we  imagined  that 
flie  muft  have  fallen  in  with  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  ftruck  to  them.  This  fi- 
nefie,  which  was  certainly  the  caufe 
of  our  prefervation,  might,  I  think, 
be  improved  into  common  practice 
on  the  like  occafions,  by  all  fhips  who 
run  fuch  danger,  taking  with  them 
a  few  fmall  boats  or  skiffs,  fuch  as 
fifhermen  drag  after  them  with  their 
live  fifh  :  for  if  the  light  exifts  but- 
for  a  few  minutes,  the  purpofe  is  an- 
fwered. 

The  fame  morning, about  fix  o’clock, 
we  faw  in  the  fouth-eaft  quarter  a 
large  fleet  of  fhips,  whom  the  com¬ 
modore  imagined  to  be  a  fleet,  which 
the  aforefaid  men  of  war  were  con¬ 
voying  :  and,  as  he  fuppofed,  had 


loft. 
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loft.  We  inftantly  bore  down  to 
them  ;  and  upon  coming  near,  per¬ 
ceived  feveral  large  fhips  of  force  al- 
fo  with  them  :  but  as  they  were  all 
to  leeward,  Mr.  Walker  ordered  our 
courfe  to  be  continued,  faying,  that 
though  he  might  not  have  leave  given 
him  to  burn,  fink,  and  deftroy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  orders  ;  yet  he  would 
venture  to  pick  and  chufe  as  many  of 
them  as  he  could  man.  At  nine 
o’clock,  we  came  up  with  them. 
They  proved  to  be  our  own  Weft- 
India  and  Newfoundland  fleet,  with 
feveral  Eaft-India  fhips,  under  con¬ 
voy  of  the  Milford  and  Rye  men  of 
war.  Mr.  Walker  went  on  board 

his  majefty’s  Chip  the  Rye,  to  acquaint 
the  captain  of  our  having  feen  three 
French  men  of  war  the  day  before, 
and  to  inform  him  of  the  latitude 
in  which  we  imagined  them  to  be. 

And 
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And  here  I  muft  take  notice  of  a  cir- 
cumftance  relating  to  the  mifcondud: 
of  our  own  merchant-men,  in  the 
great  difregard  they  pay  in  general  to 
the  orders  of  their  convoy,  of  which 
this  is  a  particular  inflance  :  Mr. 
Walker  having  obferved  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Rye,  that  had  he  himfelf  ■ 
been  a  French  man,  or  they  a  French 
fleet,  he  could  have  made  any  num¬ 
ber  of  them  prizes,  and  brought 
them  off  in  fpite  of  the  convoy. 
The  captain  made  anfwer,  “  True, 
lir,  and  what  cenfure  would  have 
iallen  on  his  majefty’s  officers  ?  and 
yet  let  me  do  all  I  can,  thefe  mafters 
of  common  vefiels,  who  fail  better 
than  the  reft,  will  keep  to  windward  : 
for  as  to  firing  at  them,  I  have  done 
it  till  I  am  tired,  and  may  fire  away 
every  (hot  in  the  fljip.” 

He 
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He  then  asked  Mr.  Walker,  «  if 
his  intent  was  to  keep  company  ?” 
But  Mr.  Walker  anfwered,  that  <c  as 
tnere  was  no  enemy  in  light,  nor 
any  certainty  of  meeting  one,  fuch 
delay  might  be  imputed  by  his 
owners  wrong  in  him.”  How¬ 
ever,  the  Indiamen  were  ordered  by 
the  captain  of  the  Rye,  to  hoift  up 
pennants  to  appear  as  men  of  war3 
and  to  form  themfelves  and  fail  in  a 
line  of  battle.  And  Mr.  Walker, 
having  given  this  necelfary  informa¬ 
tion,  took  his  leave  ;  and  afterwards 
plyed  to  windward  of  the  ftraggling 
merchant  men,  and  by  firing  obliged 
them  to  bear  down  under  the  lee  of 
their  convoy.  The  commodore  of 
the  Rye  and  Mr.  Walker  then  part¬ 
ed  with  mutual  falutes  of  guns  ;  and 
we  afterwards  had  the  pleafure  tohear 
that  they  all  arrived  fafe. 


From 
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From  this  time  to  the  3  iff  of  May, 
the  weather  continued  very  hazy.  In 
which  interim  we  gave  chafe  to  feveral 
fail ;  but,  they  either  by  having  the 
wind  of  us,  or  by  the  power  of  the 
night  got  clear.  And  here  we  found 
our  feathers  clipped,  wanting  the 
fwiftnefs  of  the  Bofcawen,  who  in 
companion  to  ourprefent  fhips,  was  as 
a  bird  of  prey  to  the  labouring  wing 
of  a  purfued  inferior.  However,  we 
had  a  flout  and  well  built  fhip  under 
us,  which  was  of  equal  ufe  in  its  place. 
We  conflantly  made  the  fignal  of  the 
Princefs  Amelia,  to  all  the  fhips  we 
faw,  which  we  could  imagine  might 
be  fhe,  hoping  to  have  met  her  ;  but 
not  being  anfwered  by  any,  conclud¬ 
ed  her,  as  we  before  faid,  fallen  into 
the  enemy’s  hand.  Being  now  come 
upon  our  flation,  off  Cape  Cautin, 

we  faw  an  armed  fail  off  the  bay  of 

Saffia, 
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•-.iftia,  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  who 
holding  Trench  colours  immediately 
run  into  the  road.  We  then  food  in 
after  her,  running  as  far  as  feven  fa¬ 
thom  water,  and  fired  fome  fhots  ;  at 
the  fame  time  the  fortification  return¬ 
ed  the  fire  we  intended  at  her  pretty 
fmartly  upon  us.  But  the  commo¬ 
dore  being  unacquainted  with  the 
bay,  and  not  daring  to  venture  in  any 
further  for  fear  offhallow  water,  made 
his  fignal  to  our  other  fops  to  fail  off, 
which  we  likewife  did,  as  if  we  meant 
intirely  to  quit  her.  When  it  was 
dark,  he  again  brought-to  with  the 
Duke  and  made  fignals  for  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  fii  ft  lieutenant  to  come  on 
board  :  this  was  in  order  to  confult 
about  cutting  her  out ;  for  as  he  well 
knew  the  emperor  ofMoroccowas  then 
at  war  with  the  French,  he  did  not 
imagine  the  fort  meant  to  protect  her 

from 
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from  theEnglifh, with  whom  he  was  at 
peace,  and  concluded  the  firing  from 
the  fortifications  to  have  proceeded 
from  miftake.  Upon  this  preiumption, 
three  boats  were  ordered  to  be  mann¬ 
ed,  with  defign  to  found  the  bay  clofe 
under  fhore,  and  lo  to  board  her  and 
cut  her  away.  The  boats  received 
exprefs  orders,  that  when  they  came 
fo  near  the  enemy  as  to  be  perceived, 
they  (hould  make  feveral  falfe  fires  $ 
which  the  enemy,  fliould  they  be  then 
lying  on  their  fmall  arms,  might 
imagine  fo  many  combuftible  ftink- 
pots  to  be  thrown  in  upon  them j  and 
which  in  all  probability  would  occa- 
fion  them  immediately  to  quit  their 
decks.  The  command  of  this  adtion 
was  given  to  Mr.  Riddle,  the  com¬ 
modore’s  fecond  lieutenant.  Accord- 
ingly  the  boats  fct  oft,  well  officeicd 
and  manned.  About  one  o’clock  we 

K  o  r  / 1 
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heard  the  report  of  a  brifk  firing  from 
tne  bay,  by  which  we  judged,  they  had 
met  with  a  fharp  reception.  And  fo 
it  pioved  ;  for  the  enemy,  lying  on  the 
watch,  as  was  conjectured,  received 
the  boats  with  a  well  fupported  pre¬ 
paration,  vvhilfb  the  attack  was  as  re- 
folute  on  our  fide.  Our  boats  hoping 
to  furprize  them,  trufted  in  this  their 
own  after-thought,  and  neglected  to 
light  the  faife  fires  as  were  directed  j 
but  tne  moon  rifing,  fhewed  them 
their  miitake,  and  difcovered  them  to 
the  enemy,  who  being  in  expectation 
of  them  had  time  to  get  to  their  arms : 
for  file  was  a  French  pollacra,  with  a 
letter  ot  marque,  having  fix  carriage 
guns,  eighty  fmall  arms,  and  about 
twenty  men.  Mr.  Riddle  was  at  one 
fire  very  ftrangly  wounded  in  two  fe~ 
vcrui  places  by  a  ball  entering  in  at  his 
temple  above  the  cheek  bone  and  out 
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of  the  other,  and  by  another  ball  par¬ 
ting  in  at  his  fhoulder  quite  under  the 
skin  and  flefh,  out  of  the  oppofite 
one,  upon  which  he  inftantly  fell. 
Yet  nothing  difmayed,  the  reft  bold¬ 
ly  prefled  forward  to  board  fword  in 
hand,  which  was  at  laft  effedled  ; 
the  men  in  the  fhip  firing  their 
volleys  very  thick,  and  the  forts  con¬ 
tinually  playing  on  our  boats  at  the 
fame  time.  At  half  an  hour  after 
four  in  the  morning,  the  firing  ceafed ; 
whereupon  we  made  our  fignals  for 
the  boats,  and  were  anfwered  by 
them :  and  at  three  o’clock  we  faw 
them  returning  with  the  vefiel ;  which 
was  the  Poftilion  d’Nantz,  burthen 
about  ninety  tons,  bound  to  Cadiz. 
Several  men  were  wounded  on  the 
fide  of  the  enemy,  and  the  only  acci 
dent  received  on  ours,  befides  Mr. 
Riddle’s  wounds,  was  that  of  one 

man 
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man  lofing  an  hand  as  he  boarded, 
which  was  entirely  cut  off  at  a  blow  ; 
as  to  Mr.  Riddle’s  wounds,  they  were 
afterwards  to  an  admiration  perfedtly 
cured;  and  his  friends  have  the  plea- 

fure  of  his  being  at  prefent  living,  to 
fhew  the  indifputable  tokens  of  our 

report. 

Upon  the  commodore’s  examining 
the  condition  of  the  prize,  and  find¬ 
ing  her,  upon  information,  to  be  a 
very  prime  failor,  he  appointed  her  as 
a  tender,  in  the  room  of  the  Princefs 
Amelia;  and  calling  her  the  Prince 
George,  manned  her  with  thirty  hands, 
and  gave  the  command  to  Mr.  John 
Green,  his  firft  lieutenant.  It  may 
be  asked,  why  this  late  bufinefs  was 
put  under  the  conduct  of  the  com¬ 
modore’s  fecond  lieutenant,  and  the 
firft  rewarded  by  it  ?  When  the  re- 
folution  was  taken  by  the  commodore 

the 
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the  firft  lieutenant  gave  his  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  till 
day-light,  but  offered  to  go.  “  Sir, 
fays  Mr.  Walker,  though  I  have  no 
reafon  to  doubt  your  prowefs,  yet  I 
never  will  fend  a  man  upon  an  ex¬ 
pedition  to  which  he  has  any  ob¬ 
jection  and  fo  gave  the  command 
to  Mr.  Riddle.  On  our  returning 
with  fuccefs,  he  {hewed  his  refpeCt 
to  Mr.  Green  by  giving  him  his  due 
place  or  rank  ;  and  Mr.  Riddle  did 
not  go  unrewarded,  as  will  be  here¬ 
after  {hewn.  But  we  mud;  firft  re¬ 
cover  him  of  his  wounds. 

Mr.  Walker  took  the  ufual  care 
of  his  prifoners ;  and  afterwards,  June 
6,  meeting  with  a  Dutch  fnow  (the  1 
Peace)  coming  from  Salle,  and  bound 
to  Santa  Cruz  in  Barbary  ;  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  French  prize  requefted  to 
be  put  on  board  the  Dutch  {hip,  re- 
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prefenting  to  Mr.  Walker,  that  he 
believed  he  fhould  be  able  at  the  laft 
place,  with  the  afiiflance  of  his 
friends,  to  ranfom  the  cargo.  This 
Mr.  Walker  complied  with;  and  he 
was  accordingly  put  on  board.  In 
^confequence  whereof,  on  the  nth 
fyAwwe  flood  in  to  Santa  Cruz,  and  in 
the  evening  a  boat  came  oft  with 
-  two  letters  to  the  commodore, 
“  That  as  the  Poftilion  de  Nantz  was 
taken  under  the  cannon  of  Saffia, 
they  thought  her  not  a  legal  prize  ; 
and  therefore  would  not  ranfom  her 
cargo.”  The  commodore’s  chief  aim 
of  coming  to  the  place  was  only  to 
ferve  the  unfortunate  captain  :  he  had 
no  time  to  lofe  in  argument;  and 
immediately  made  fail  out  of  the 
bay,  having  firfl  difcharged  and  fent 
a-fhore  all  the  prifoners  with  their 
cloaths,  £cc.  except  three  of  the 

6  men 
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men,  whom  he  referved  in  order  to 
condemn  the  veil'd. 

We  fome  years  after  found,  that  a 
complaint  of  this  matter  had  been 
made  by  the  Moors  to  the  court  of 
London  :  it  being  alledged  a  cuftom 
with  them,  to  receive  and  proledt 
any  fhip  of  what  nation  foever,  which 
comes  to  trade  or  traffick  with  them  ; 
though  at  the  fame  time  in  war 
with  the  country  to  which  it  belongs. 
This  was  a  circumftance,  at  the  time 
not  known  to  Mr.  Walker,  nor  is  it 
in  fad  a  real  truth,  but  depends 
moftly  on  their  arbitrary  humour,  as 
occafion  fuits.  The  affair,  as  it  has 
been  faid,  was  confidered  as  attack¬ 
ing  an  enemy’s  fhip  in  the  port  of  its 
enemy  ;  elfe  Mr.  Walker  (as  1  am 
confident  from  a  knowledge  of  his 
prudence  and  difpofition,  and  as  I 
have  heard  him  declare,  which  is 
Vol.  II,  C  proof 
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proof  Efficient)  would  not  have  com¬ 
mitted  the  lead  adt  of  hoftility,  or  in¬ 
fringement  on  the  lowed:  power  in 
friendship  with  us,  to  have  gained 
the  richeft  prize  upon  the  feas  j  or 
risked  doing  a  violence  to  any  of  his 
country’s  treaties.  The  great  danger 
fuch  adtions  are  liable  to,  of  mis¬ 
leading  the  opinions  of  the  people  at 

home,  by  the  falfe  reprefentations  of 
things  abroad,  being  matters  of  un¬ 
certainty,  ought  to  make  our  officers 

in  fuch  command  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  cautious :  as  a  moment’s  raffi- 

j 

nefs,  for  a  little  lucre  to  a  few  parti¬ 
culars,  may  be  the  caufe  of  evils 
running  down,  like  a  diftemper  in  the 
blood  of  pofterity,  and  an  expence 
of  millioned  treafures  to  the  nations 
on  both  Sides.  Such  rencounters 
abroad  are  generally  adted  in  a  dif- 
putcd  latitude,  and  are  a  latitude  of 

difpute 
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difpute  to  their  owners  at  home  j 
whilft  king,  minifter,  and  people 
muft  take  their  words,  at  the  firft  in- 
llance,  of  the  hair-breadth  diftances 
in  debate,  or  meafurements  at  fea. 
Reflitution  is  then  the  word,  before 
the  right  is  proved.  At  the  partial 
difappointment,  the  Antigallic  na¬ 
tion  is  told  to  cry  revenge  j  and  if 
the  minifter  flill  keeps  his  temper,  a 
Cromwell’s  ghoft  is  wanted  to  take 
upon  him  the  new  war.  Such  proceed¬ 
ings  ought  to  {land  in  example  like 
rocks  to  be  avoided,  in  the  conduct  of 
all  future  fea-men  ;  and  I  am  the 
more  explicit  in  delivering  my  opi¬ 
nion  herein,  as  I  know  fome  perfons 
have  endeavoured  to  throw  a  cenfure 

on  Mr.  Walker’s  behaviour,  upon 
account  of  this  preceding  capture  at 
Saffia.  However,  the  reflitution  here 
could  be  but  very  trifling  :  the  chief 

C  2  of 
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of  the  cargo  being  but  forty  tons  of 
bees-wax,  powder,  and  warlike  im¬ 
plements,  bound  it  Cadiz,  the  whole 
computed  at  but  1784/.  14*.  ' 

nor  did  Mr.  Walker  know  of  the 
complaint,  till  he  was  abfolutely  a 
prifoner  in  the  King’s  Bench,  unable 
to  make  enquiry  or  application,  to  fet 
matters,  if  needed,  to  rights.  But 
when  Envy  cannot  get  herfelf  lifted 
up  to  ftand  with  Fame  upon  her  pe- 
deftal,  it  fets  Calumny  to  work  at 
the  pillar,  to  throw  the  envied  ftatue 
down. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Alteration  of  our  ftation;  meeting 
the  ^Prince  Frederick  ;  landing  at 
Terceraj  the  entertainments  there. 

*  -+  «  % 

TH  E  certain  day  in  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker's  orders  being  expired,  *wg 
were  now  to  change  our  cruife  for 
the  remaining  part  of  the  firft  four 
months  to  a  new  ftation  :  viz.  be¬ 
tween  the  weftern  illes  and  banks  of 
Newfoundland.  Accordingly,  July  ■>  ')*“'/ 
the  fifth,  plying  oft  Tercera,  pne  of 
the  weftern  ifies,  with  an  intent  of 
watering,  we  faw  a  fail  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  bearing  down  upon  us,  as 
willing  to  come  to  an  engagement* 
Difcovering  her  to  be  a  fhip  of  force, 
we  foon  cleared,  and  got  all  hands 

i  *  ■  'I  C  2  to 
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to  quarters  :  but,  on  coming  up, 
bow  great  our  joy,  the  proved  to 
be  the  Prince  Frederick,  captain 
Bromedge,  whom  we  left  to  repair 
at  Briftol.  Captain  Bromedge  alfo 
brought  the  news,  that  the  Princefs 
Amelia,  being  chaced  by  three 
Prench  men  of  war,  had  {trained 
herfelf  in  carrying  too  much  fail,  and 
fprung  a-leak  ;  but  that  fire  had  got 
clear  of  them,  and  being  obliged  to 
bear  away  for  Lisbon,  had  made  that 
port  half  full  of  water.  This  ac- 
count  he  received  off  Cape  Cantin  by 
a  fchooner,  which  fire  had  on  pur- 
pofe  fent  exprefs  to  that  flation  ;  and 
though  not  a  very  favourable  one,  yet 
it  was  accepted  by  us  as  good  news,  in 
comparifon  to  the  total  lofs  of  her, 
which  we  had  fuppofed  ;  as  it  corn- 
pleated  the  joy  of  our  knowing  our 
whole  family  was  yet  alive. 
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We  flopped  at  Tercera  to  water, 
where  our  new  tender  the  Prince 
George  was  of  great  ufe  to  us  :  for 
the  watering  at  that  place  is  attended 

g 

with  great  difficulty  to  (hips  of  any 
bignefs,  and  with  fome  danger  even 
to  fmall  ones.  Wherefore  the  com¬ 
modore  fent  her  to  anchor  in  the 
road,  there  to  take  in  her  loading  of 
wood  and  water,  whilffc  our  fhips  in 
the  mean  time  lay  waiting  off  and  on, 
in  the  offing. 

The  commodore  going  on  thore 
fora  few  neceffaries,  fome  of  us  went 
with  him  to  fee  the  ifland,  being  a 
place  little  frequented  by  flrangers, 

perhaps  on  the  account  of  the  danger 
for  ihipping.  It  is  neverthelels  blef- 
fed  with  a  prolific  fertility  in  various 
commodities,  as  wines,  corn,  fruits, 
lemons,  oranges,  and  olives ;  and  by 
its  commodious  fituation  for  trade, 

C  4  ,  might 
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might  anfwer  the  hopes  of  the  adven- 
trous.  Nature  has  alfo  poured  her 
greateft  beauties  ou  it,  which  again 
are  not  left  neglected  or  unadorned 
by  art.  It  is  inhabited  by  the  Portu¬ 
guese,  and  has  lome  magnificent 
buildings  and  fquares  in  its  little  me- 
tropolis,  being  a  place  of  refidence  of 
ieveral  of  the  Portuguese  noblemen, 
and  other  families  of  diftin&ion.  It 
has  alfo  an  Englilh  conful.  '  The 
commodore  waiting  on  the  conful, 
was  by  him  the  fame  evening,  intro¬ 
duced  to  feveral  of  the  noblemen  ; 
and  as  there  was  next  day  to  be  a 

confecration  of  a  new  church,  he  was 
by  them  invited  to  fee  the  ceremony. 
The  conful,  upon  our  taking  leave, 
asked  the  commodore,  if  he  had  any 
muficians  on  board  ?  and  faid,  their 
afhfiance  at  the  faid  ceremony  would 
be  taken  as  a  great  compliment,  for 

the 
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the  place  had  very  few  fuch  of  the 
degrees  of  perfection.  As  the  com¬ 
modore  was  a  lover  of  mufic,  he 
had  a  finer  band  than  perhaps 
ever  were  together  in  one  fhip  (viz. 
two  horns  and  two  flutes,  which  had 
been  in  the  king  of  Denmark’s  fervice 
at  Copenhagen,  and  had  been  with 
us  in  the  Bofcawen,  as  before- men¬ 
tioned;  to  which  he  had  added  a  black 
drummer,  and  an  hand  from  England 
of  great  execution  on  the  large  orWelfh 
harp  (an  inftrument  not  much  in  ufe 
but  excelled  by  none)  as  alfo  a  per¬ 
former  on  the  violin  who  was  reck¬ 
oned  the  fecond  in  England,  but 
whofe  bad  circumftances  obliged  him 
to  put  himfeif  in  this  fervice.  He 
fent  them  all,  immediately  on  his 
coming  on  board  the  fame  evening, 
to  the  conful’s,  that  they  might  join  in 
the  rehearfal  that  evening,  ordering 

g  .  C  5  them 


34  Commodore  Walker’s 

them  to  take  changes  of  drefs  for 
next  day.  We  had  alfo  two  of  our 
young  gentlemen  volunteers,  fo  re¬ 
markably  great  on  the  violin,  that,  if 
they  had  dilliked  the  profeffion,  they 
had  certainly  made  it  their  ftudy.  To, 
thefe  alfo  the  commodore  gave  the 
offer  of  going,  which  they  accepted. 
The  next  day,  he  and  fome  of  the 
captains,  principal  officers,  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  four  ffiips  coming  on 
fhore,  fome  of  the  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  the  church  met  him  ; 
and,  in  acknowledging  his  civility  of 
the  preceding  evening,  gave  him  an 
intelligence  of  himfelf  and  his  com- 
miffion  ;  which  he  did  not  before 
know  of,  “  That  he  was  fent  by 
their  new  faint  to  affift  them  on  the 
happy  occafion.”  The  proceffion  to 
the  church  was  very  grand.  All  the 
noblemen  and  other  perfons  of  di- 

ftindlion, 
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Itindtion,  priefls,  jefuits,  and  gentle¬ 
men  walking,  and  tome  equipages 
attending.  When  we  came  to  the 
church,  which  was  very  magnificent, 
large,  and  lofty,'  being  (to  our  fur- 
prize  in  this  3era  of  taife)  in  the 
Gothic  Me,  richly  ornamented  ;  we 
were  conduced  to  a  place,  prepared 
for  our  reception  :  and,  except  as  to' 
the  performance  of  fome  offices  in 
the  ceremony  of  confecration,  which 
could  not  but  give  umbrage  to  the  free 
born  reafon  of  Englifhrnen,  unfub- 
dued  by  priefthood  or  church-fuper- 
ftition,  the  'divine  fervice  was  very 
exalted,  and  awe-ftriking  to  the  heart. 
So  that  to  ufe  the  words  of  a  French 
author,  “  If  heaven  did  not  approve 
the  juftnefs  of  the  worfhip,  it  could  not 
bedifpleafedatthe  endeavour.”  I  think 
it  is  Monf.  St.  Evremont,  who  makes 
an  obfervation  on  this  fubjedt,  -be- 

C  6  tween 
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tween  the  different  manners  of  wor¬ 
ship  in  the  Catholics  and  Presbyte¬ 
rians,  “  That  the  firft  do  every  thing 
they  think  will  pleafe,  and  the  latter 
sre  tender  of  doing  any  thing  they 
tear  may  difpleafe.”  To  which,  as 
an  obferver  of  the  prefent  per¬ 
formance,  I  will  here  venture  to  add, 
That  by  the  overdoing  of  the  one, 
upon  thefe  principles,  and  the  too 
little  ceremony  of  the  other,  the  me¬ 
dium  is  left,  as  the  propereft  or  tem¬ 
perate  ffate  between  the  two  ex¬ 
tremes,  to  be  filled  up  by  fome*  juft 
borrower  of  their  merits  and  corrector 
of  their  faults  :  in  which  chara&er 
the  prefent  Proteffant  might  with 
fome  eafy  and  happy  alteration  ftand. 
The  mufical  performance  was  cer¬ 
tainly  much  indebted  to  the  various 
•change  of  inflruments  our  few  hands 
added  to  its  harmony  ;  as  the  fame 

per- 
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performers  on  the  horns  were  occa- 
fionally  equally  powerful  on  the  trum¬ 
pet,  and  the  fluters  on  the  hautboys  ; 
which  fometimes  in  feparate  pieces, 
oftentimes  joined  by  our  three  violins 
and  the  new  organ,  which  was  a  very 
fine  one,  and  accompanied  by  voices 
numerous  and  perfe<ft,compofed  a  con¬ 
cert  truly  grand.  Our  black  drummer 
all'o  performed  with  great  earneftnefs 
and  attention,  putting  on  a  face  of  felf- 
fignificancy  and  general  admira¬ 
tion.  Which  fo  worked  inward  in  a 
real  fenfe  of  feeling  approbation,  that 
we  may  fay  he  got  here  a  new  reli¬ 
gion  ;  for  he  never  after  would  be 
perfwaded  to  think  otherways,  but 
that  theTercera  religion  was  thebeft; 
becaufe,  as  he  faid,  it  was  mojl  'wor¬ 
ship.  This  is  as  ftrong  a  proof  as 
we  can  have  from  nature,  that,  in 

-argument  of  reformation,  it  is  tne 
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errors  of  doftrine  we  ought  to  con¬ 
tend  with,  not  the  ceremony  of  wor¬ 
ship  •,  which,  to  make  it  ferious  to 
the  imprefiionable  mind,  cannot  be 
too  folemn,  or  too  much  affifted  by 
every  decency  of  drefs,  which  makes 
it  reafonably  more  fo. 

After  the  confecration  was  over,  the 
time  would  not  permit  of  any  other 
invitation  of  repad  being  given  us, 
except  a  mod:  elegant  regale  of  fweet 
meats,  fruits,  and  wines ;  for  we  were 
hadened  from  hence  to  another  en¬ 
tertainment,  the  fight  of  their  bulls, 
commonly  called  a  bull-feaft.  This 
was  performed  in  their  larged  fquare 
in  their  town,  built  round  with  date- 
ly  houfes,  where  the  people  of  fadiion 
i  refided.  Mod  of  the  houfes  had 
large  balconies,  which  were  on  this 
occaflon  hung  round  with  tapedry 
and  other  ornaments ;  and  filled  with 

4 
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gentlemen  and  ladies,  all  in  high 

O 

drefs, which  made  a  very  great  appear¬ 
ance.  There  was  a  particular  bal¬ 
cony  appointed  for  us.  And  as  the 
entertainment  was  a  new  one,  we 
could  not  but  be  obliged  at  the  notice 
taken  of  us  in  fuch  fingular  accom¬ 
modation. 

There  were  three  bulls,  and  to 
each  a  cavalier,  who  were  perfons  of 
diftindion,  attended  by  footmen  of 
an  inferior  quality  ;  and  each  combat 
was  Angle.  The  horfeman  was  arm¬ 
ed  with  a  ftrong  lance,  and  the  foot¬ 
men  with  fmall  Ipears  and  darts,  and 
with  loofe  cloaks  or  pieces  of  icariet- 
cloth  in  their  hands.  At  the  found 
of  a  trumpet  the  bull  was  turned  up 
through  a  kind  of  trap-door,  from  a 
ground-chamber  wherein  he  w«s 
houfed,  into  the  fquare,  at  the  infide. 
of  railings.  And  coming  out  from 
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cell  furious,  and  madded  with  the 
fhouts  of  the  fpedtators,  the  horfe- 
man  advancing,  he  generally  makes 
up  to  him ;  if  not,  he  is  provoked 
and  inftigated  to  a  madnefs  or  cour¬ 
age  by  the  darts  and  other  infults  of 
the  footmen.  The  cavalier  always 

J 

fliews  his  great  Ikill  in  horfemanlhip, 
in  the  number  of  circumvolutions  he 
makes  to  avoid  the  blow  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  Sometimes  he  is  fo  fortunate  as  to 
kill  him  at  the  firft  thruft  of  his  lance, 
aiming  moftly  at  the  back  of  the  neck 
where  the  fpinal  vein  runs  :  which 
if  cut  through  or  wounded,  the  bull, 
as  is  the  cafe  with  all  other  animals, 
falls  at  once  lifelefs  to  the  ground  : 
and  this  is  the  higheft  vidlory  can  be 
gained  over  him.  At  which,  and  at 
all  other  feats  of  gallantry  or  horfe- 
manlhip  in  the  combat, the  ladies  and 
ether  fpectators  fignify  their  approba- 

lions 
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lions  by  waving  out  their  handker¬ 
chiefs.  The  conqueror  always  im¬ 
mediately  rides  up  to  the  moft  confi- 
derable  perfonages  in  the  place,  or 
fome  admired  fair-one,  to  pay  his  de¬ 
voirs  to  them  ;  which  are  always 
received  with  great  returns  of  ap- 
plaufe.  Sometimes,  if  he  mifs  his 
broke  at  the  bull,  the  bull  is  vidlor 
both  of  man  and  horfe  ;  and  of¬ 
ten  kills  both,  or  either  j  but  ge¬ 
nerally  the  horfe,  ripping  open  his 
very  bowels :  though,  if  the  cava¬ 
lier  be  unhorfed,  the  attendants  on 
foot,  who  keep  on  each  fide  of  him, 
interpofe  ;  and  by  throwing  their 
darts  at  the  bull,  draw  his  purfuit 
after  fome  one  of  them.  Some  of  the 
darts  have  lighted  fquibs  at  the  end, 
which  firing  and  burfiing,  as  they 
flick  in  his  hide,  provoke  him  to  fuch 
anger,  as  makes  it  terrible  to  fee 

and 
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and  hear.  In  this  exercife,  the  foot¬ 
men  are  furprizingly  expert  and 
nimble ;  but  if  the  bull  be  too  quick 
upon  any  of  them,  the  perfon  fo  at¬ 
tacked  throws  his  cloak  on  his  horns, 
juft  at  the  ftoop  of  his  head  ;  in 
which  pofition  for  his  ftroke  the  crea¬ 
ture  always  (huts  his  eyes  ;  and  then 
with  admirable  agility  fteps  afide. 
Sometimes,  though  the  footman  mifs 
Ins  horn,  yet  if  he  but  lets  the  cloth 
fall  before  him,  the  bull  always  flops  to 
engage  that ;  and  will  tofs  it,  if  per* 
mitted,  for  a  conftderable  time.  This 
is  a  knowledge,  with  which,  and  a 
prefence  of  mind,  a  perfon  by  acci¬ 
dent  attacked  by  any  of  thefe  crea¬ 
tures,  may  with  eafe  efcape.  Hav¬ 
ing  feen  the  performance  here,  I 
fome  years  ago  in  Elfex,  efcaped  fafe 
from  one  of  them,  who  made  at  me 
alone  in  a  field,  by  opening  an  India 

coloured 
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coloured  handkerchief,  and  letting  it 
fall.  However,  by  the  great  nimble- 
nefs  and  ludden  turnings  of  the  crea¬ 
ture,  many  of  the  moft  expert  in  this 
fport  are  taken  by  fur  prize  ;  and  are 
often  killed  or  miferably  wounded, 
being  fometimes  tofled  by  his  horns 
in  the  air  upwards  of  fifteen  feet 
high.  If  one  cavalier  be  difmounted, 
another  engages  him,  thus  more  pro¬ 
voked,  and  another  :  and  if  he  holds 
the  conquefi:  over  them,  the  footmen 
then  begin  a  new  attack  with  their 
fpears,  untill  he  falls  a  vidtim  to  as 
cruel  a  diverfion,  except  our  Englifh 
throwing  at  cocks,  as  ever  gave  en¬ 
tertainment  to  the  human  attention  ; 
efpecially  that  of  the  tenderer  part 
of  our  fpecies,  the  fair-fex. 

This  diverfion  over,  Mr.  Walker, 
and  his  officers  received  an  invitation 
from  the  lady-abbefs  of  the  nunnery 

there, 
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there,  to  pay  her  a  vifit  before  his 
departure,  if  poffible,  that  evening. 
The  meflage  was  well  underftood, 
£he  being  delirous  of  hearing  our  mu- 
licians,  having  received  a  report  of 
them  from  the  priefts  in  the  morning. 
Mr.  Walker  very  obligingly  went, 
and  carried  us  all  with  him.  We 
were  conducted  into  a  very  lofty  and 
fpacious  hall,  divided  a-crofs  in  the 
middle,  with  rails  finely  wrought, 
reaching  up  almoft  to  the  deling,- 
all  of  filver.  In  the  hall  were  fome 
large  fcripture-paintings  of  great  ex- 
preffion,  fome  buftoes  of  curious 
workmanfhip,  and  a  cornice  with 
carvings  of  great  boldnefs  and  defign, 
A  carpet  was  fpread,  and  chairs 
placed  for  Mr.  Walker  and  his  com- 

'ML 

pany  near  the  rails, with  Hands  for  the 
performers :  a  chair  was  fet  at  the  in- 
fide  for  the  lady-abbefs,  and  benches 

ranged 
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ranged  behind  for  the  other  Sadies  of 
the  nunnery,  railed  in  the  manner 
of  a  theatre.  The  lady-abbefs  came 
forward  to  the  rails,  and  with  great 
addrefs,  expreffing  herfelf  in  French, 
complimented  our  vifit  as  an  honour 
done  to  her  and  her  houfe  :  Hie  then 
took  her  feat,  two  nuns  in  veils 
Handing  by  her  all  the  time,  one  on 
each  fide  ;  behind  her  the  young 
nuns  and  other  votaries  placed  them- 
felves  in  gradual  rows  one  above 
another,  fome  of  them  of  exquifite 
beauty.  The  concert  began  on  our 
fide,  which  being,  to  fay  truth,  per¬ 
formed  with  excellent  mafterlhip, 
and  greatly  aided  in  found  by  the 
well-toned  eccho  of  the  hall,  gave 
fuch  rapture,  to  the  fair  heareis  that 
from  the  lady  herfelf  to  the  youngeft 
fair  one  their  expreffions  of  pleafure 

declared  their  fenfations  of  it  to  be 

near 
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near  an  ecftafy.  On  their  parts  be¬ 
tween  the  intervals,  feveral  of  them 
played  their  guittars,  alone,  and  ac¬ 
companied  with  others  j  and  fome 
of  them  fang.  Between  the  acts,  fal- 
vers  of  fweet-meats,  of  the  greateft 
variety  and  fancy,  were  ferved  to  us, 
and  wines  ;  all  of  their  own  making, 
very  rich  and  of  grateful  fcent  and 
flavour.  As  the  lady-abbefs  fpokc 
both  French  and  Latin  very  fluently, 
fhe  kept  up  an  eafy  converfation  with 
us,  in  which  fhe  paid  the  Englifh 
great  compliments  for  their  high  de- 
fervings  in  this  world;  but  prayed 
much  for  their  fouls  in  the  next.  This 
kind  of  complimentary  conforts  were 
repeated  and  returned  from  the  one 
to  the  other  for  near  three  hours,  and 
no  fuch  fpace  of  time  could  have 
been  more  pleafingly  fpent ;  when 
the  lady-abbefs,  after  giving  us  her 

bene- 
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benediction  and  paying  us  her  thanks, 
retired  with  as  much  grace  as  Hie 
came  on.  The  reft  of  the  nuns  or 
young  votaries  ran  to  various  other- 
gates,  at  the  outer  Tides  of  the  hall, 
under  a  piazza  or  cloifters,  where 
each  or  moll,  being  equally  skilled  in 
fpeaking  as  their  miftrefs  (languages 
being  a  peculiar  ftudy  with  them) 
entered  with  great  eafe  and  familiari¬ 
ty  into  converfation  with  mod  of 
our  officers:  which  naturally  turning 
on  compliments  to  their  beauty,  and 
true  expreffions  of  pity  at  fuch  hap- 
pinefs  as  they  had  power  to  blefs 
mankind  withal, being  thus  cloiftered 
from  the  world,  they  as  tenderly 
made  love  in  their  drain,  but  more 
in  the  Platonic  than  rational  fyftem. 
In  Ihort,  their  expreffions  of  brotherly 
and  fifterly  love,  and  of  their  mar¬ 
riages  with  Jefus,  were  neither  more 

3  nor 
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nor  lefs  than  the  very  phrafes  and 
plan  of  thoughts  at  prefent  ufed  by 
our  new  fet  of  methodifts.  They 
even  proceed  fo  far  in  this  extrava¬ 
gance  as  to  confefs  real  paffions :  and 
particularly,  one  lady  gave  a  letter  to 
one  of  our  officers,  to  be  delivered 
to  an  Engliffi  gentleman, with  whom, 
from  fome  like  opportunity  as  this, 
fhe  had  fallen  in  love.  As  we  did 
not  know  where  to  find  the  lover, 
and  had  a  curiofity  of  reading  it,  it 
was  afterwards  opened,  and  from  firfl: 
to  laft  had  been  a  flower  in  a  dif- 
courfe  of  enthufiaftic  oratory.  I  have 
fince  feen  an  ingenious  treatife,  in- 
titled,  The  Methodifts  and  Papifts 
compared,  and  as  I  read  it,  could 
verify  the  truth  of  moft  of  its  opi¬ 
nions  in  this  ffiort  experience.  At 
which  time  alfo,  I  could  not  help 
drawing  the  conclufion,  that  all  ex¬ 
tremes 
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fremes  in  religion,  as  in  other  things, 
come  round  to  the  fame  point.  But 
what  to  me  Teemed  mod  remarkable, 
was,  that  every  one  of  them  declared 
with  plaufible  fincerity  their  appro¬ 
bation  of  their  prelent  ftate,  without 
a  defire  to  change,  Plow  long  they 
would  have  continued  their  likings  to 
it,  had  our  young  officers  the  liberty 
of  more  frequent  vifits,  I  will  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  make  a  judgment  of ;  but  I 
cannot  help  thinking  fuch  methods  of 
robbing  our  fex  of  To  many  of  the 
choiceft  gifts  of  Heaven  to  it,  looks 


like  the  contrivance  or  diabolica 
fcheme  of  Tome  enemy  to  the  fpecies 
And  they,  who  would  argue  other- 
ways,  mud  firft  go,  after  a  three 
months  cruife,  and  converfe  with 
them  at  a  grate,  before  I  pay  anv  at¬ 
tention. 

VOL.  II. 


D 


After 


$o  Commodore  Walker’s 

After  fuch  a  variety  of  amufements, 
and  living  all  day  only  on  fweet-meats, 
we  were  glad  of  accepting  Mr.  Con- 
fid's  invitation  to  fupper.  Whilft  we 
were  there,  a  couple  of  gentlemen 
from  the  Jefuits,  came  commiflioned 
to  invite  us  to  their  college  the  next 
day.  At  this  time  a  gentleman  of  the 
iflafid,  aFrancifcan,  was  in  company: 
the  bulinefs  of  whofe  order  is  to  beg  for 
alms  to  give  again  away  to  the  poor. 
Another  plan  copied  by  our  new  imi¬ 
tating  order,  and  doubtlefs  merito¬ 
rious  !  where  people  are  not  proper 
judges  of  their  own  charity,  and  pro¬ 
vided  thefe  commiffioners  turn  out 
good  agents,  and  exceed  not  their  fpi- 
ritual  commidion  or  tythes  of  ten 
per  cent.  This  gentleman,  perceiving 
our  willingnefs  to  vifit  the  Jefuit’s 
college,  as  foon  as  their  backs  were 
turned,  bid  us  take  care  not  to  give 

them 
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them  an  opportunity  of  making  our 
wills.  Our  ignorance  of  his  mean- 
ing,  gave  him  a  fcope  to  en¬ 
tertain  us  with  much  humour,  of 
which  he  was  a  perfedt  matter,  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  night,  in 
giving  us  an  account  of  their  va¬ 
rious  tricks  and  devices  made  ufe 
of  to  gain  people  confents  in 
their  laft  moments  for  leaving  the 
greater  parts  of  their  fortunes  from 
their  families  to  them.  At  which 
time  a  nod,  or  contrived  bob  of  the 
tick  man’s  head,  is  a  fufficient  indica¬ 
tion  of  an  aflent,  and  as  good  in  law 
as  a  regular  fealing  and  delivery. 
This  tell-tale  wit,  however,  fhewed 
us,  that  whatever  charity  thefe  feve- 
ral  orders  of  their  church  pretend 
they  have  very  little  for  ore 
another.  It  would  be  loitering  in 
our  hiftory  to  keep  the  reader  longer 

D  '2  at 
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at  Tercera.  Next  day,  after  paying 
a  vifit  to  the  college,  where  our  re¬ 
ception  was  every  way  agreeable  j 
and  where  we  were  Ihewed  fome  cu- 
riofities,  our  time  of  watering  was 
compleated  ;  for  bufinefs  went  on  at 
the  fame  time  with  pleafure.  We 
then  fet  fail  with  our  fleet,  again 
made  perfedl  as  to  the  number  and 
order  of  our  fliips. 
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CHAP.  III. 

The  lofing  company  of  the  Prince 
George  tender  in  a  chafe  ;  landing 
at  the  ifland  of  Flores ;  meeting 
with  two  of  our  Eaft-India  men, 
and  arrival  at  Lisbon  •,  the  bad- 
nefs  of  our  provifionsj  the  me¬ 
thod  of  taking  turtle. 

l  » 

ON  our  cruife  off  the  wefiern 
iflands,  July  the  twentieth,  the 
Prince  Frederick  made  fjgnal  of  / W y 
feeing  fome  ftrange  fhips  :  we  gave 
chace,  and  in  a  few  hours  after,  faw 
plainly  eight  fail,  who  crouded  from 
us  as  faff  a$  they  could.  In  this 
chace,  we  loft  fight  of  the  Prince 
George.  When  we  came  up  with 
the  fternmoft  ftiip,  which  was  the 
largeft,  (he  proved  to  be  a  Dutch 
‘  '  "  D  3  man 
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man  of  war  of  forty-four  guns  from 
Curofoe  to  Amfterdam,  with  feven 
merchantmen  in  convoy.  The  cap¬ 
tain  could  not  be  perfwaded  but  that 
there  was  a  Dutch  war  with  France, 
having  had  letters  from  Holland,  as 
he  faid,  of  three  months  date,  to  fuch 
import,  which  was  the  reafon  of  his 
making  from  us,  imagining  us  to  be 
French.  It  was  fix  days  after  this, 
before  we  faw  any  thing  of  our  ten¬ 
der,  at  which  time  fhe  came  in  fight, 
making  fignals  of  wanting  to  fpeak 
with  the  commodore  :  Ihegave  an  ac¬ 
count,  that  in  the  late  chafe  in  fway- 
ing  or  hoifting  up  her  main-top  mart:, 
the  rope  gave  way,  by  which  acci¬ 
dent  the  mart  fell  down  perpendicu¬ 
lar  on  the  deck,  and  broke  three  of 
her  beams.  Upon  this  report,  the 
commodore  fent  the  carpenters  on 
board  ;  and,  as  it  luckily  proved  mo¬ 
derate 


VOYAGES.  55 

derate  and  fine  weather,  he  at  the 
fame  time  employed  all  the  boats,  in 
carrying  the  water  from  the  tender 
on  board  the  (hips ;  and  gave  diredtions 
to  captain  Green,  that  in  cafe  of  a 
like  chafe  and  her  fpringing  her  maft 
therein,  which  the  commodore  appre¬ 
hended  might  be  the  confequence  of 
the  late  accident,  he  fhould  make  to 
Lisbon.  Accordingly  fo  it  happened  : 
for  on  the  thirty-firft,  fpreading  -the 
fea  as  much  as  poffible,  we  faw  a 
fail  to  windward,  the  Prince  Frede¬ 
rick  diftant  about  three  leagues,  and 
the  chafe  about  four,  the  Duke  to 
leeward.  In  this  purfuit  we  again 
loft  fight  of  the  Prince  George.  Cap¬ 
tain  Bromedge  had  the  chace  twice 
almoft  under  his  bowfprit,  and  per¬ 
ceived  her  to  be  a  large  fnow,  full  of 

men  ;  but  fhe  going  exceeding  well, 

« 

put  diredlly  before  the  wind  ;  and  it 

D  4  being 
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being  a  dark  night*  .(he  altered  her 
courfe,  and  he  loft  light  of  her.  We 
waited  two  full  days  for  the  coming 
of  the  tender ;  but  Ihe  not  appearing 
in  that  time*  we  judged  the  accident 
had  Happened  which  we  feared.  We 
therefore,  concluded  her  gone  to 
^  A/ja  Lisbon.  On  the  twenty-fifth  of  Au- 
A.  guh,  we  faw  the  ifland  of  Flores, 
and  having  been  out  five  weeks  lines 
our  laft:  watering ;  and  again  wanting 
a  fupply,  we  went  on  fhore,  whilft: 
our  (hips  kept  cruifing  in  the  offing. 

Here  the  commodore  found  it  ne- 
cefiTary  to  apply  to  fome  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  to  affift  us  in  the  watering  ; 
for  the  fvveet  water  is  here  feparated 
from  the  .fait  by  precipices,  above 
which  it  is  lodged,  and  over  them 
falls,  almoft  quite  round  the  ifland,  in 
fheets,  that  break  upon  the  rocks, 
and  form  fo  many  beautiful  cafcades 

below  ; 


# 


VOYAGES.  57 

below  :  fo  that  the  ifland  Teems  a 
gathered  heap  of  waters,  or  number- 
lefs  fountains  in  the  midft  of  the  Tea. 
The  fpace  for  the  frefh-water  to  run 
from  the  bottom  of  the  precipices, 
till  it  meets  the  fea,  is  fo  fhort,  that 
the  falt-water  immediately  mixes  with 
it  wherever  it  has  formed  itfelf  by 
a  channel  into  a  river,  or  to  any- 
depth,  where  a  boat  may  be  brought. 

There  being  noEnglifh  conful,  Mr. 
Walker  was  obliged  to  addrefs  him- 
felf  to  fome  of  the  Portuguefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  ;  who  were  fo  ready  in  or¬ 
dering  all  neceffary  afliftance,  that  Mr. 
Walker  thought  himfelf  indebted  in 
fome  returnof compliment. According¬ 
ly  he  gave  an  invitation  to  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  ifland  to  dinner,  who  were 
not  very  numerous,  the  whole  ifland 
not  being  above  five  miles  in  length, 
and  two  in  breadth.  The  entertain- 

D  5  ment 
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ment  was  made  on  the  fea-fhore, 
under  a  rock  near  one  of  thofe  beau¬ 
tiful  cafcades  in  profpedt  of  the  fhips. 
And  from  the  beauty  of  the  fituation, 
the  eafe  of  the  reception,  and  mufic 
accompanying  (efpecially  the  horns, 
which  were  placed  in  fuch  a  chofen 
fpot,  as  to  be  caught  in  found  by  va¬ 
rious  ecchoes,  one  after  another,  that 
died  away  along  the  windings  of  the 
coaft)  it  was  perhaps  the  higheft  en¬ 
tertainment  had  been  given  in  the 
place  ;  and  doubtlefs  will  help  to 
confirm  its  inhabitants  in  their  prac¬ 
tice  of  civility,  and  in  a  readinefs  to 
oblige  all  fucceeding  fhips  of  our 
country.  '  - 

Wc  foon  got  again  on  board;  and  in 
purfuing  our  cruife,at  break  of  day  on 
the  twenty-eighth,  we  faw  two  large 
fhips  about  three  leagues  diftance.The 
commodore  immediately  ordered  out 
7  the 
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the  fignals  to  chafe  ;  but  there  being 
very  little  wind,  and  the  purfued 
(hips  going  near  as  well  as  wTe  did, 
thejqjiafe  held  for  three  days  and  two 
nights.  We  were  moftly  afraid  of 
their  getting  from  us  in  the  night,  by 
altering  their  courfes ;  which  the 
commodore  perceived  them  endea¬ 
vouring  to  do :  wherefore,  as  there 
were  but  light  breezes,  he  ordered 
out  the  boats  to  keep  on  them  at  all 
quarters,  and  to  make  falfe  fires,  for 
a  dire&ion  for  the  whole  fleet  to  keep 
in  the  chafe.  The  fecond  day,  we 
could  difcern  the  painting  of  their 
fhips  to  be  of  French  fafhion.  The 
commodore  then  wifhed  us  joy  of 
our  fortunes  being  made,  and  the  end 
of  the  cruife  accomplifhed,  acquaint¬ 
ing  us  with  a  circumftance,  not  be¬ 
fore  known  by  us  with  any  certainty, 
which  was,  “  That  the  original  in- 
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teotion  of  our  owners  in  fitting  out 
the  fleet,  was  for  us  to  have  gone  to 
54  a  certain  port,  Ferehnando 

whereas  they  had  intelligence,  two 
rich  flips,  the  Henry  and  Hedtor, 
having  at  leaft  a  million  on  board, 
from  the  South  Seas,  were  laid  up 
for  a  certain  feafon.”  But  as  the  out¬ 
fit  of  our  fleet  had  been  prevented, 
by  various  delays  (which  we  have  re¬ 
marked)  beyond  the  day  intended 
for  our  failing  on  that  expedition,  we 
had,  as  he  informed  us,  taken  our 
different  pad  ftations,  with  a  defign  to 
intercept  them  in  their  way  home 
He  „ow  raid,  « that  the  ,i  Jand  J,' 
other  appearances  correfponded  to 

form  a  belief  that  the  flfips  in  fight 
were  thefe  fpoke  of.”  This  account 
made  us  doubly  alert  and  diligent- 
and  in  no  time  of  bis  life  was  Mr. 
alker  feen  to  fhew  fo  much  eleva¬ 
tion 
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tion  at  good  fortune  as  now.  But, 
alafs !  he  did  not  know  what  the 
hearer  will  be  equally  furprifed  at  be¬ 
ing  informed  of ;  that  he  at  the  head 
of  this  fine  fleet,  and  it  together, 
were  intended  to  be  only  the  dupes 
of  greater  covetoufnefs  in  fome  of 
our  owners,  who  had  only  joined  in 
this  expedition  with  the  others  as 
equal  privies  in  the  intelligence,  and 
had  fecretly  fent  two  other  (hips  to 
the  above  port,  on  another  joint  ac¬ 
count,  in  which  they  had  fewer  par¬ 
ties  to  fliare  with  :  who,  in  fecurity 
of  their  own  intention,  to  fruftrate 
our  deftination,  had  in  the  outfet  of 
the  fleet  thrown  many  delays  in  its 
way;  and  fo  planned  the  commodore’s 
orders  as  purpofely  to  mifs  the  above- 
mentioned  (hips.  But  as  a  difquifition 
•of  thefe  particulars  belong  to  a  fur¬ 
ther  relation,  we  fhall  defer  them, 
with  a  detail  of  that  expedition  and 

its 
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its  fuccels,  to  fuch  their  more  proper 
place.  However,  our  commodore 
in  the  end  made  his  cruife  the  better 
value  to  his  proprietors,  notwithftand- 
ing  fuch  treachery  at  home,  to  cut 
him  off  from  this  his  birth-right  of 
fuccefs.  Without  offence  to  ffate 
policies,  how  juft  an  epitome  is  this 
of  the  variance  of  intention  fometime 
between  the  deligns  at  home,  and 
the  orders  to  the  commander  abroad  ! 
and  what  a  hazardous  commiffion 
does  fuch  general  or  admiral  often 
take,  as  to  his  credit  with  the  people, 
if  he  does  not  fucceed  ;  fo  that  pub¬ 
lic  cenfure  moftly  flies  at  random, 
but  applaufe  always  hits  the  mark. 

The  third  day,  as  we  drew  near 
our  chafe,  they  hoifted  French  co¬ 
lours  ;  but  when  we  came  fo  near, 
as  for  them  to  be  allured  what  coun¬ 
try  fhips  we  were,  they  pulled  down 

their 
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their  French  colours,  and  hoifting 
Englifh,  lay-to  for  us,  as  willing  to 
fpeak  with  us.  They  were  two  of 
our  own  Eaft  India  fhips  homeward 
bound,  the  Royal  George,  captain 
Thomas  Field,  and  Scarborough, 
captain  Philip  D’Auvergne  ;  and  had 
on  account  of  the  war,  difguifed  and 
painted  themfelves  in  India,  like 
French  fhips,  the  better  to  favour 
their  coming  home.  The  reader  may 
conceive  the  great  difappointment  we 
here  felt,  in  meeting  them  not  an 
enemy  ;  but  as  our  cruife  was  only 
about  half  run,  and  we  were  all  in 
health  and  fpirits,  we  entered  on  the 
other  part  of  it  with  equal  hopes, 

and  trufled  to  better  fortune. 

Thefe  fhips  were  going  for  Lisbon 
there  to  wait  for  convoy ;  and  having 
great  value  on  board,  and  the  feas,  in 
which  they  were, being  very  hazardous, 

as 
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as  foil  of  enemies,  the  captains  offer¬ 
ed  the  commodore,  if  he  would  con¬ 
voy  them  thither,  their  joint  bonds 
of  one  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  paid  bv 
the  company.  He  anfwered,  “  he 
would  never  take  a  reward  for  what 
he  thought  his  duty  to  do  without 
one.  And,  as  the  run  of  our  own 
cruife  now  again  demanded  a  refting 
place,  he  agreed  to  convoy  them  thi¬ 
ther,  with  this  provifo  in  regard  to 
his  owners,  that,  if  in  his  way  to 
that  port,  he  fhould  chance  to  take 
a  prize,  unaflifted  by  them,  they 
fhould  wave  the  ufual  claim  of  fhare, 
which  otherways  they  might  make, 
as  being  in  company.”  To  this  they 
inftantly  confented.  Accordingly,  we 
took  them  in  convoy,  and  fo  conti¬ 
nued  for  feventeen  days,  being  the 
time  before  we  trot  into  Lisbon.  In 

O 

this  interim  we  faw  various  fails,  who 

per- 
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perceiving  us  fo  large  a  fleet,  never 
waited  even  to  know  who  we  were; 
but  taking  advantage  of  the  wind  or 
the  night,  always  got  from  us.  For 
which  reafon  our  great  appearance, 
as  it  was  a  fafety  to  them,  may  be 
fuppofed  fome  lofs  to  us,  in  this  part 
of  the  cruife.  The  captains,  Field 
and  D’Auvergne  were  very  kind  in 
fupplying  us  with  water,  which  we 
wanted  ;  and  we  in  return,  afforded 
them  every  fupply  in  our  power. 
But  as  for  prefents  (which,  to  fpeak 
juflly  to  their  generoflty,  were  largely 
offered)  Wr.  Walker,  to  avoid  all 
cenfure  of  reciving  a  reward,  intirely 
refufed  them  ;  except  two  pieces  of 
handkerchiefs  for  his  pocket,  and 
one  of  muflin  for  neckcloths,  which 
after  he  got  them,  they  would  not 
accept  of  payment.  All  other  things 
which  we  had  from  them  afterwards, 

fuch 
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luch  as  arrack,  &c.  were  regularly  in- 
lifted  on  to  be  paid  for  at  the  full 
prices.  When  they  came  to  Lisbon, 
they  gave  the  commodore  a  copy  of 
a  letter  to  read,  which  they  told  him 
they  had  wrote  home,  in  recommen¬ 
dation  of  him  to  their  company’s 
notice,  for  his  late  fervices  and  beha¬ 
viour.  But  fuch  is  the  backwardnels 
of  this  gentleman  in  not  advancing 
himfelf  to  the  favour  which  often 
waits  to  take  him  by  the  hand,  that 
when  I  asked  him,  “  Why  he  never 
applied  to  that  board,  during  all  his 
his  late  neceflities  ?”  he  anfwered, 
“  What  do  I  deferve  from  them  for 
doing  only  my  duty  ?”  Yet  as  that 
public  duty  to  his  country  was  a  pri¬ 
vate  fervice  to  them  ;  pity !  that  fuch 
balhfulnefs  of  asking  a  reward  for  his 
defervings  Ihould  make  the  fault  in- 
tirely  his  own  ;  that  no  notice  of  this 

action 
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a&ion  has  been  yet  taken  by  fuch  a 
fet  of  gentlemen,  whofe  generofity, 
inown  to  much  lefs  actions  in  their 
fervice,  wants  no  encomia  or  exam¬ 
ples  here. 

We  all  got  in  fafe  to  Lisbon.  We 
here  found  that  the  Princefs  Amelia 
was  condemned  as  incapable  of  fer¬ 
vice  j  and  that  the  managers  agents 
there,  Mefirs.  Mawraan  and  Macey, 
had  bought  another  vefiel  in  her 
place,  and  fitted  her  up  in  readinefs 
for  us,  which  we  called  by  the  fame 
name.  Our  Prince  George  tender 
was  here  alfo ;  who,  as  was  before 
apprehended,  had  fprung  her  mart  in 
the  chafe,  but  was  now  repaired.  We 
were  detained  fome  little  time  longer 
than  was  expected,  in  taking-in  new 
provifions ;  for  thofe  we  had  were 
become  now  fo  very  bad,  we  could 
not  ufe  them,  having  begun  to  ftink 

with 
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with  us  before  the  end  of  the  firft  five 
weeks.  Whereupon,  a  furvey  was 
made  of  them,  and  they  were  con- 
demned  as  every  way  periftied  and  un- 
wholfome,  and  thrown  into  the  river. 
We  imagined  we  had  other  provifions 
ready  in  the  Princefs  Amelia,  as  fhe 
was  our  ftore-fhip ;  but  were  inform¬ 
ed,  that  thofe  provifions  alfo  were 
become  fo  rotten  and  infedlious,  that 
under  the  power  of  the  fame  agents, 
they  had  been  publickly  condemned  j 
and  by  order  of  the  magiftrates  of 
health  carried  at  fome  diftance  to  fea, 
to  be  thrown  out  there,  left  of  injur¬ 
ing  the  fifh  in  the  river  Tagus.  This 
was  another  circumftance  of  contrived 
management,  at  this  time  only  ima¬ 
gined  by  us  as  a  lucrative  fcheme  in 
the  agent  who  had  been  employ-  - 
ed  at  Briftol  ;  but  will  be  here¬ 
after 
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after  opened  to  be  part  of  the  afore- 
iaid  plot  of  deeper  policy. 

It  may  be  wondered  at,  how  our 
own  healths  were  fo  well  preferved 
in  fuch  bad  circumftances ;  but  the 
apparent  means  made  ufe  of  by  provi¬ 
dence,  were  the  general  cleanlinefs 
in  frequent  wafhing  of  our  fhips 
with  vinegar  (owing  to  Mr.  Walker’s 
own  infpedtion  of  them  for  fuch 
purpofe)  and  the  immediate  care  ta¬ 
ken  of  every  man  the  firft  moment 
he  fhewed  any  figns  of  illnefs.  To 
thefe  we  may  add,  befides  the  quan¬ 
tities  of  greens  and  frefti  proviftons 
carefully  laid  in  at  every  opportunity 
of  coming  to  port,  the  great  plenty 
of  turtle  we  found  throughout  our 
whole  ftation  in  the  midft  of  the  fea; 
which*  for  the  fweetnefs  of  their  flefh 
and  their  eggs,  are  not  inferior  to 
:hofe  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies. 

t  ,  though 
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though  not  of  fo  large  a  fize,  the 
greateft  here  not  weighing  above  half 
an  hundred. 

The  method  of  taking  them  is 
this ;  the  creature  always  fleeps  at  the 
top  of  the  water,  at  which  time  he 
lies  motionlefs  :  we  row  to  him  in 
our  boat, with  as  little  noife  as  poffiblc, 
left  of  awaking  him,  by  a  fculler  at 
our  ftern,  as  the  ftrokes  of  the  oars 
would  make  too  great  a  found  in  the 
water :  for  if  he  awake,  he  imme¬ 
diately  ftrikes  down  and  is  irrecove¬ 
rable  to  us.  When  we  approach  near 
him,  a  man  ftands  at  the  head  of 
the  boat,  with  a  long  pole  and  hook  at 
the  head  ;  and  putting  it  gently  under 
him,  turns  him  by  a  ludden  rife  of  it 
on  his  back  :  in  which  fituation  he 
floats  like  a  boat  paddling,,  turn¬ 
ing  himfelf  in  a  circle  with  his  feet ; 

but  has  not  the  leaft  further  govern¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  himfelf,  and  cannot  defcend. 

t 

Thus  we  muft  acknowledge  our  ob¬ 
ligations  to  providence ;  who  by  its 
hand  preferved  us,  and  brought  us 
through  the  defigns  traps  laid  by  men, 
who  plot  againft  or  fport  with  the 
lives  of  their  fellow- creatures,  in 
laying  their  fchemes  and  evil  inven¬ 
tions  for  gaining  lucre  and  falfe  hap- 
pinefs  to  themfelves. 
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The  taking  the  Port  Galley  ;  taking 
a  regifter  fhip  the  Buen  Confeijo  ; 
behaviour  of  the  Spanifh  ladies; 
a  trifling  ftory  of  a  lap-dog  and  a 
monkey,  yet  with  a  moral ;  the 
fleet's  return  to  Lisbon. 


U  R  coming  to  Lisbon  occa 


V_-/  fioned  much  enquiry  concern¬ 
ing  us  among  the  merchants,  upon 
feeing  us  fo  numerous  a  private  fleet. 
Meflrs.  Mawman  and  Macey,  a  houfe 
ot  diftinguifhed  credit,  were  agents 
for  the  managers  ;  on  them  Mr. 
Walker  had  an  unlimited  credit. 
This  and  other  recommendations 
gained  us  a  refpedt  in  the  place  equal 
to  what  could  be  fhewn  to  fhips  of 
any  rank. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Walker  contrived  here  a  cor- 
refpondence,  by  which  he  every  week 
had  intelligence  of  every  thing  which 
was  then  doing  in  Cadiz-bay,  of  the 
fhips  there,  and  thofe  expedted  home. 
This  was  executed  by  a  fpy,  who 
plied  over  land  from  thence  to  Faro, 
which  was  a  fea-port.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  Mr.  Walker  bought  here  afmail 
iloop,  and  added  her  to  the  fleet  as  a 
mefiage-tender  ;  and  calling  her  the 
Prince  Edward,  gave  the  command 
of  her  to  Mr.Shaftoe,  one  of  his  lieu¬ 
tenants.  The  number  of  our  fhips 
were  now  fix.  This  laft  tender  he 
bent  regularly  once  a  week  from  Lifbon 
to  Faro,  and  afterwards  from  our  fla¬ 
gon,  as  often  as  flue  could  go  and  re¬ 
turn. 

When  we  were  vidtualled  and  all. 
things  provided  for  the  feas,  we  fet 

Vo  I..  II,  E  out 
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out  on  the  remaining  half- part  of 
our  cruife,  which  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  be  in  our  former  flation, 
between  Cape  St.  Vincent  and  Cape 
Cantin. 

The  pleafure  of  failing  in  a  fleet, 
tho’  of  more  care  and  weight  of  duty 
to  a  commander,  is  unfpeakably  fu- 
perior,  in  refpedto  all  other  officers,  to 
that  of  being  in  a  Angle  {hip.  The 
very  profped  of  our  conforts,  the 
giving  and  repeating  Agnals,  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  lights  at  night  are  an 
amufement  to  the  mind  or  buflnefs  to 
fancy,  that  makes  the  fcene  undifturb- 
ed  by  accidents,  pleafingly  agreeable. 
Befides  the  diverflons  kept  alive  in 
the  one  {hip  or  the  other,  form  a  con¬ 
tinued  circle  of  entertainment ;  which 
pleafure  is  not  always  fo  freely  enjoy¬ 
ed  within  the  finder  difciplines  of 

the 
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the  navy.  Certainly  no  fet  of  {hips 
ever  failed  on  duty  in  more  order  and 
obedience  to  command,  or  in  better 
temper  with  themfelves,  than  we  did 
upon  this  prefent  cruife.  In  which  we 
continued  the  whole  remaining  time, 
without  one  accident  to  be  charged 
either  to  ill  luck  or  ill  conduct:  fo  that 
the  whole  appeared  more  a  party  of 
pleafure  than  of  duty  or  fervice.  And 
as  the  bufinefs  productive  of  fuccefs, 
which  was  very  great  as  to  the  value 
of  the  prizes,  was  performed  in  a  few 
adions,  we  fhall  not  rule  ourfelves 
to  an  exaCt  account,  or  divifion  of  the 
intervening  time  j  it  being  pafied  in 
chafing  and  examining  various  fhips 
of  various  countries,  wherein  nothing 
very  material  or  interefting  hap¬ 
pened. 

The  firft  prize  was  a  Dutchman, 
bound  from  Corunna  to  Cadiz,  called 

E  2  the 


yb  Commodore  Walker’s 

thcPoft-Galley.  Her  cargo  confining 
of  warlike  (lores,  vve  fent  her  into 
Lifbon,  where  (lie  was  legally  con- 
demned  ;  but  her  value  did  not  much 
exceed  feventeen  hundred  pounds. 

Some  few  days  following,  we  de- 
feried  a  large  (hip  eft  Cape  Cantin. 
Signal  being  made  to  chafe,  we  came 
lip  with  her,  and  perceived  her  a  (lout 
(hip  of  twenty  guns ;  but  (lie  firing 
only  one  gun,  (truck  to  us  before  (he 
thought  we  had  time  to  make  a  re¬ 
turn.  She  wasaSpanifh  Reguier-lhip, 

0 

the  Buen  Confeijo,  bound  from  Cadiz 
to  Buenos  Ayres.  By  her  bills  of 
lading  and  invocies  found  on  board, 
her  value  appeared  to  be  upwards  of 
fixty  thoufand  pounds. 

ThefeRegifter-lhips,  like  our  Eafl- 
India  ones,  are  limited  to  a  certain 
number  under  the  direction  of  the 
king  j  and  as  their  voyage  is  to  the 

South- 
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South-feas,  or  the  different  Spanilh 

fetdements  in  the  Weft-Indies  trading 

thereto,  they  are  reckoned  the  richeft 
'  * 

(hips  of  all  Spain.  The  captain  and 
fupercargo  having  fignified  to  Mr. 
Walker,  that  they  were  willing  to. 
ran fom  her,  he  refolved  for  that  pur- 
pofe  to  carry  her  into  Lifbon  ;  and 
being  a  prize  of  fuch  value  all  our 

(hips  efcortcd  her. 

Among  the  prifoners,  were  fever al 

ladies  and  perfons  of  great  wealth  and 
feme  diftindtion,  going  to  their  foreign 
fetdements,  with  whom  we  had  fome 
conference,  fo  as  to  fee  their  manners 
and  difpoiidons  ;  for  in  all  the  con- 
quefts  we  made  under  M  r.  Walker, 
we  made  fo  many  acquaintances  with 
thofe  we  conquered,,  as  we  never 
failed  to  introduce  ourfelves  to  their 

efteem  and  friend  (hip, 

E  3  We. 
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We  have  mentioned  a  good  deal  of 

the  French  manners.  The  Spaniili 

addrefs  certainly  does  not  exceed 

theirs  in  courtefy  or  ceremony  ;  yet 

it  has  as  much  civility  and  more  na- 

j 

rural  cafe.  And  as  moftperfons  who 
have  feen  both,  a;e  cf  my  way  of 
thinking  in  this  particular,  I  may 
venture  to  fay  it  has  more  agreeable- 
nefs  in  it  to  an  Er.glifh  palate,  as  it 
keeps  up  a  dignity  in  the  fpeaker  and 
looks  more  fincere.  They  feem  to 
pay  their  politenefs  thro’  refpedt  to 
the  perfon,  to  whom  they  think  it 
due  :  whereas  the  French  are  often- 
tatioufly  lavifh  of  theirs  ;  (hewing  the 
gift  to  come  more  from  the  fund  of 
their  own  generofity,  than  any  feem- 
ing  apprehenfion  of  another’s  merits. 

"T  he  ladies  and  feme  of  the  gentle¬ 
men,  their  hufbands,  defired  as  a  fa¬ 
vour. 
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vour,  that  they  might  not  be  removed 
out  of  their  own  {hip.  Mr.  Walker 
granted  their  requeft,  and  order¬ 
ed  them  the  free  ufe  of  all  the 
wines,  other  neceflaries,  and  every  ac¬ 
commodation  in  the  {hip,  as  before  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  fent  his  refpedts 
to  them,  that  he  would  pay  them  a 
vifit  on  board  their  own  {hip.  This 
they  imagined  meant  an  intention  in 
him  of  taking  from  them  their  things 
of  beft  value;  but  when  he  came  on 
board,  hisdrefs  and  attendants  looking 
fomething  above  the  rude  idea  they 
had  conceived  of  an  Engliih  fea-cap- 
tain,  they  feemed  in  an  aftonilhed 
pleafqre.  However,  fome  of  the  ladies, 
who  had  got  their  jewels,  and  other 
valuables  packed  up  for  him,  by  way 

p 

of  bribe  for  his  mercy  and  civility,  of¬ 
fered  them  to  him.  Mr.  Walker, with 

E  4  a  fmile 
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■i  i iii  ile  aided  them,  if  the  {hip  had 
fo  many  fupercargoes  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  her  e  deeds  ?  they  replied, 
tiide  nitie  riches  had  been  their 
own,  but  now  were  certainly  his.” 
He  then  delired,  “  they  might  dill 
look  on  them  in  the  fird  light,  afiur- 
ing  them,  that  his  officers  and  men 
had  received  his  exprefs  orders,  not 
to  take  one  fingle  article  of  apparel  or 
property  of  any  perfon’s  in  the  {hip, 
from  the  highed  clafs  to  the  lowed  ; 
that  he  was  come  only  to  pay  the 
compliments  of  a  vifit,  due  to  them  ; 
and  hoped  they  were  fo  eafy  in  them- 
felves  as  to  make  him  happy  in  their 
company”  I  mud  mention  that  in 
the  fnd  propofals  of  articles  between 
the  managers,  officers,  and  crew,  the 
commodore  infilled,  that  no  cloaths 
or  private  ornaments,  as  watches, 
fwords,  rings,  &c.  diould  be  taken  as 

plunder 
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plunder  from  any  enemy  whatever  , 
and  that  he  fhould  have  it  in  his 
power  at  all  and  every  time  to  fay 
what  fhould  be  deemed  plunder,  and 
whatotherwife.  This  power  in  him- 
felf  gave  him  liberty  of  exercifing  the- 
natural  promptings  of  his  own  difpofi- 
tion  on  thefe  and  the  like  occafions. 
—-It  may  be  faid,  that  we  have  la¬ 
boured  in  giving  remarks  of  two  of 
the  raoft  polite  people  of  Europe, 
taken  only  from  the  middle  clafs,  viz. 
from  thofe  mofUy  concerned  in  trade. 
In  the  fird  place,  I  take  my  remarks 
only  from  the  opportunities  given  me; 
but  in  the  next,  I  believe  I  fhall  find 
feconds  to  my  opinion,  that  fuch  are 
the  bed;  objedls  from  whence  to  draw 
the  general  charaffer  of  the  whole. 
They  are  the  part  of  the  people  molt 
converfant  in  men  and  things,  of  a  - 
general  education  above  the  vulgar; 

•  E  5  and  ' 
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and  yet  removed  from  the  exadtutor- 
inip  of  art  or  fafhion  j  the  politenefs 
intimate  to  courts,  being  a  leflbn 
taught  by  policy  in  all  governments 
alike  ;  and  the  motions  of  the  vulgar 
generally  ruled  by  their  national  pre¬ 
judices,  peculiar  to  all  countries. 
However,  we  {hall  have  done  with 
remarking,  and  fpeak  only  the  fads 
as  they  happened. 

Their  behaviour  on  this  occafion 
of  his  gen  erolitv  was  above  the  com- 

*'  t 

mon  manner  of  expreffing  them- 
felves  obliged.  They  endeavoured 
at  making  it  entertaining,  with  a  fa¬ 
miliar  iincerity  of  (hewing  their  love 
to  him,  as  their  benefador.  Thus 
they  brought  to  him  the  various  fpe- 
cimens  of  their  wines,  preferved 
fruits,  &c.  giving  him  an  account  of 
each  fort  and  qualities  j  as  taking  a 
pleaftire  in  his  becoming  mafter  of 

them. 
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them.  They  introduced  their  voices, 
lutes,  and  hiftories  of  themfelves.  In 
all  of  which  they  were  fo  fignificant- 
ly  entertaining,  that  they  fully  an- 
fwered  his  requeft,  in  making  him 
happy  in  their  company.  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  then  invited  them  on  board  his 
fhip,  where  we  muff  allow  him  fome 
vanity  in  fetting  out  the  liberality  of 
Englifh  entertainment  to  foreigners : 
and,  leaving  it  to  the  imagination  of 
the  reader,  fhall  fay  no  more  of  it 
here,  nor  introduce  it  in  any  other 
more  proper  place. 

The  next  morning  after  this  Mr. 
Walker’s  firft  vifit,  the  prize’s  boat 
came  on  board.  We  imagined  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  had  happened  ; 
when  we  were  told,  they  brought  a 
prefent  for  the  commodore  :  we  all 
L  crouded  to  the  Tides,  where  a  prefent 

E  6  from 


was 


228  Commodore  Walker’s 

from  one  of  the  Spanilh  ladies 
produced  of  a  favourite  lap-dog. 

Partur'mnt  monies,  et  najcitur  ridl - 
cuius  mils. 

Great  promifes  our  expectations 
choufe : 

A  mountain  labours,  and  is  born  a 
moufe. 

At  lead  a  dog  not  much  bigger  than 
one. 

* 

The  ladies  of  Spain  have  ftill  a  cu- 
ftom,  which  was  once  fafhionable  in 
England,  of  being  particularly  fond  of 
the  fmall  fpaniel  breed  of  lap-dogs, 
which  are  doubtlefs  very  beautiful 
creatures  in  their  kind  5  and  each  fair 
one  has  her  number  of  favourites. 
Among  the  croud  that  were  fhewn 
Mr.  Walker  for  their  great  beauty 

and 
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and  other  perfections,  was  one  in  par¬ 
ticular  of  exquifite  fhape  and  fmall- 
nefs,  not  being  larger,  tho’  at  its  full 
growth,  than  to  be  hid  between  the 
palms  of  a  perfon’s  hands.  Having 
taken  particular  notice  of  this,  as  a 
curiofity  in  its  kind,  (more  with  de- 
fign  of  plealing  its  fair  owner*  who 
was  likewife  a  beauty  in  her  kind, 
than  depriving  her  of  any  pleafure  j 
but  the  befb  intended  compliment 
may  fometimes  miftake  its  aim)  the 
generous  hearted  miftrefs  thinking'  it 
but  a  recompence  for  all  his  civili¬ 
ties,  in  her  abundant  complaifance, 
thought  herfelf  obliged  in  gratitude  to 
fend  it  to  him  as  a  prefent,  tho’  of 
more  value  than  any  other  jewel 
in  the  fhip ;  the  interview  of  part¬ 
ing  with  it  having  been,  as  we 
were  afterwards  told,  very  affedting. 
The  commodore  could  not  but  fend 
3  -  back 
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back  great  acknowledgments  of  the 
obligation  ;  and,  as  he  imagined  the 
young  canine  gentleman  to  be  a  little 
confumptive,  he  took  particular  care 
of  his  health  in  giving  him  goat’s 
milk  for  breakfaft,  having  a  couple  of 
goats  a  board.  But  in  private  life,  as 
in  courts,  favourites  feldom  agree  too 
near  each  other ;  for  having  another 
favourite,  on  board,  a  Chinefe  mon- 

a 

key  of  great  humour  and  capacity, 
which  had  been  given  by  fome  of  the 
officers  of  the  Eaft-India  men,  the 
creature,  whether  out  of  envy  at  fee¬ 
ing  fuch  care  taken  of  the  other,  or 
love  of  the  little  animal,  the  next  day 
caught  him  up  in  his  arms,  at  a  time, 
when  no  body  was  in  the  cabin,  and 
run  with  him  up  to  the  yard-arm  ; 
where  he  fat,  keeping  him  in  great 
fubmiffion  by  boxing  him  in  the  ear, 
whenever  he  dared  to  murmur  at  his 

date, 
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flate,  and  played  a  thoufand  antic 
tricks  with  him,  to  the  laughter  of  the 
common  men  and  pain  of  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker,  for  fear  of  fome  fatal  accident. 
The  only  hopes  for  its  efcape  were, 
that  he  would  throw  it  into  the  fea  ; 
and  the  men,  feeing  the  commodore 
anxious  for  its  prefervation,  propofed 
getting  out  the  boat,  in  fuch  cafe  to 
fave  it ;  and  were  ablblutely  getting  it 
over,  when,  after  various  inducements 
offered  to  the  monkey,  to  intice  him 
down  with  his  new  charge,  at  laft  a 
China  bafon  of  milk  being  brought, 
and  ordered  to  be  fet  in  his  view 
on  the  deck,  immediately  the  man- 
imitating  creature  came  down,  and 
bringing  fafe  his  little  play-fellow, 
fet  it  to  the  bowl  to  drink.  But  the 
dog,  whether  thro’  the  effects  of  his 
iormer  fright,  or  grieving,  in  the  lofs 

of 
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of  his  more  indulgent  miftrefs,  at  the 
hard  change  of  fuch  treatment,  who 
being  herfelf  unskilful  in  the  art  of 
rope-dancing,  had  never  led  him  over 
fuch  a  dangerous  trad;  or  whether 
huit  in  one  of  the  clofe  hugs  of  af- 
fedion,  or  reprimanding  blows  of  the 
tutorizing  monkey,  or  without  any 
accounting  for  it  at  all,  grew  fullen 
and  died  in  a  day  or  two  after. 

It  may  be  cenfured  as  trifling  in  a 
hiftory  of  military  adions  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  ftory  of  ?  dog  and  monkey.  I 
have  before  mentioned,  that  I  mean 
only  a  converfation  with  my  friends* 
The  great  freedom  and  pleafing  eafe 
of  which  confifl:  in  a  variety  of  fub- 
jeds  and  Idler  digreffions  in  the  midfi: 
of  jC'iious.  As  tnerefore  I  take  aplea- 
fure  in  company,  if  I  have  at  any 
time  in  this  narrative  entertained 

them. 


them,  I  hope  to  be  favoured  by.  their 
good-nature  in  this  endeavour  alfo. 
Befides  as  my  intent  is  to  give  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  my  friend,  the  particularparts 
are  often  better  gathered  from  the  low- 
er  incidents  of  life  than  the  greater. 

The  death  of  Alexander,  for  fuch 
our  little  hero  was  called,  threw  our 
commodore  into  much  concern  of 
thought  what  excufe  to  make  to  the 
unhappy  mi  ft  re  is ;  efpecially,  as  fhe 
was  in  a  few  days  to  come  on  board, 
and  would  expeCt  to  have  her  former 
favourite  introduced.  Whatever  foma 
readers  may  think,  I  hope  to  be  join¬ 
ed  by  others,  in  averting  it  to  be  a 
point  of  great  difficulty  to  manage. 
Mr.  Walker  held  a  confultation  of 
the  Spanifh  gentlemen  aboard,  who 
had  feen  the  accident,  all  of  whom 
owned  its  difafter  very  difficult  of  re¬ 
medy,  and  beyond  their  capacities  of 
I life  -2  -  relief. 
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relief.  At  length  to  put  the  living 
delinquent  in  the  dead  hero’s  place, 
was  thought  the  only  means  of  alle¬ 
viating  the  grief  that  was  known 
would  flow  ;  for  where  a  generous 
mind  is  raifed  to  refentment,  nothing 
fo  foon  appeafes  it  to  forgivenefs  as 
putting  the  objeft  of  its  anger  with¬ 
in  its  power  ;  which  fhould  it  here 
become  a  new  favourite  was  alfo  the 
furefl:  way  of  forgetting  the  old. 
With  this  view  Pug  was  fent  a  pre- 
fent  in  return,  with  a  directed  card 
to  his  new  miilrefs,  which  was  put 
into  his  hand  as  he  entered  the 
room,  with  thele  words  in  French  : 
“  I  come  to  die  if  you  decree 
it.’*  All  other  faults  being  kept 
a  fecret,  this  railed  on  their 
fide  many  arguments  of  enquiry 
about  the  meaning,  which  was  too 
foon  cleared  up  ;  however,  Pug  was 

kindly 
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kindly  received,  and  he  immediately 
exerted  his  ffation  of  private  tutor  to 
the  whole  family  of  dogs  ;  and  being 
very  foon  necelfary  in  his  office,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  art  of  fleaing,  grew 
into  great  favour.  Our  chief  furgeon 
(who  was  the  fame  gentleman,  who 
waswith  us  at  the  lofs  of  theBofcawen) 
in  his  ufual  good  humour,  thought 
of  a  means  of  fhewing  a  further 
compliment  to  the  fair-one,  in  mak¬ 
ing  up  fome  part  of  her  lofs :  whofe 
beauty,  by  all  report  to  him,  was  fo 
deferving  of  being  obliged,  elfe  I 
much  doubt  whether  all  this  work 
of  pacification  had  thus  been  fhidied. 
This  was  to  have  the  skin  fluffed  : 
fo  ordering  one  of  his  young  men  to 
perform  the  office  of  skinning,  -the 
whole  fociety  of  Spanifh  and  Englifh 
gentlemen  took  on  themfelves  that  of 
fluffing  ;  and  the  dead  hero  was  in 

effigy 
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effigy  fet  on  his  feet  again,  in  all  his 
wonted  beauty  and  apparel.  When1' 
the  expected  vifit  arrived,  and  the  fad 
account  was  given  of  his  death,  ho 
was  brought  to  his  miftrefs,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  kiffes  from  her  lips,  of  whofb 
happinefs,  alafs,  he  was  not  now 
fenfible,  was  wetted  with  fome  drops 
from  her  beauteous  eyes,  now  like 
a  sky,  o’erfwoln  with  rain.  Mr* 
Walker  loon  faw,  nothing  would  be 
fo  great  a  confolement  to  her  for  the 
lots  of  Alexander  living  as  Alexan- 
ander  dead.  She  accepted  him  back 
with  all  the  confeilions  of  obligation, 
and  faid  <c  She  ever  would  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  humanity  of  the  Eng- 
1  i (li ,  though  in  lo  fmall  an  inftance, 
from  the  great  refpedt  paid  to  fo 
pretty  a  little  being.” 

However  trifling  the  whole  may  be, 
it  turned  out  a  material  benefit  to  the 

gen- 
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gentleman  we  fpoke  of,  our  furgeon  : 
for  induced  from  the  beauty  and  neat 
proportion  of  the  limbs,  he  anato¬ 
mized  the  remains,  which  feemed  a 
piece  of  exquifite  workmanihip  in 
his  art.  This  being  particularly  ad¬ 
mired  by  one  of  the  principal  Spanifh 
merchants  on  board,  a  young  gentle¬ 
man  ;  our  furgeon  prefented  it  to 

him,  which  fo  obliged  him,  that  he 

/ 

took  a  very  fine  yellow'  diamond  ring 
off  his  finger,  and  infilled  on  his 
wearing  it  :  as  the  occafion  of  this, 
we  are  told  with  the  fmiles  of  fome 
of  the  other  gentlemen,  that  the 
young  merchant  was  a  profeffed  lover 
of  the  beautiful  fair-one.  What 

tender  ufe  or  introdudion  he  made 
of  them  afterwards,  we  cannot  fay ; 
but  as  the  ads  of  greateit  moment 
often  rife  out  of  accidents  of  very 
trifling,  and  feeming  diflant  concern, 

fo 
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fo,  if  I  could  with  affitrance  fay 
(what  however  for  dory’s-fake,  we 
will  fuppofe)  that  fuch  regard  in  him 
to  his  midrefs’s  deceafed  favourite, 
raifed  in  her  a  good  opinion  of  his 
love  to  her,  we  fhall  think  the  death 
of  Alexander  planned  by  fate,  and 
that  the  dory  of  the  dog  and  monkey 
has  in  the  end  a  moral. 

It  was  not  the  commodore’s  intent 
to  have  gone  himfelf  into  Lisbon, 
or  to  have  carried  in  the  fleet  thither; 
as  by  the  accounts  received  from 
Faro,  he  expedted  fome  more  of  the 
like  fhips  to  fail  from  Cadiz.  But 
when  we  came  as  far  as  was  intend¬ 
ed  on  our  convoy,  a  diredt  dorm 
forced  us  all  in. 


CHAP. 
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The  difpofing  of  our  prifoners  ;  new 
intelligence  from  Faro,  and  Mr. 
Walker’s  policy  thereon ;  taking 
the  Nympha  j  account  of  the  pri¬ 
foners  ;  landing  them  at  Belem  ; 
a  confpiracy  to  end  the  cruife,  and 
the  end  thereof. 

WjH  E  N  we  came  into  Lisbon, 
the  prifoners  were  immediate¬ 
ly  given  up  to  our  embalfador,  Sir 
Benjamin  Keene  and  the  conful 
there  ;  for  by  cartel  fettled  between 
the  Englifh  and  Spaniards,  all  pri¬ 
foners  were  to  be  returned  to  each 
party  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  commodore  performed  here  a 
mafler-ftroke  of  policy,  of  the  French 
7  fort  j 
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fort ;  in  which  the  fubjedts  of  that 
nation  are  fo  expert,  that  what  we 
treat  as  a  fcience,  they  have  brought 
down  by  practice  to  an  art  or  knack ; 
for,  having  introduced  the  Spanifh 
captain  and  fupercargo  to  Mefirs. 
Mawman  and  Macey,  to  treat  of  the 
ranfom  of  the  (hip,  the  Spa  nidi  gen¬ 
tleman  in  confcquence  of  that  treaty, 
agreed  to  fet  out  immediately  for 
Cadiz  to  the  India  company  there, 
giving  great  aflu ranees  of  their  expe¬ 
dition  and  intended  return,  in  fix 
weeks,  with  an  order  for  the  ranfom. 
Mr.  Walker,  who  had  got  new  in¬ 
telligence  by  his  tender  from  his  fpy 
at  Faro,  to  whom  he  had  inftantly 
fent  on  our  return  hither,  ‘c  That 
two  very  rich  regifler-fhips,  the  St. 
George  and  Nymphn,  were  then 
waiting  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  ready 
to  fail ;  but  that  information  of  cur 

fleet 
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fleet  being  at  fea,  having  reached 
their  ears,  they  were  afraid  to  go 
out.”  He  told  the  captain  and  fuper- 
cargo,  “  That  if  their  return  did  not 
exceed  the  time  mentioned,  he  would 
wait  for  them  at  Lisbon  ;  for  that,  as 
he  wanted  water,  and  as  his  fhips 
were  foul,  he  had  fome  matters  to 
do  to  his  fleet.”  Wifely  judging, 
that  the  moment  they  at  Cadiz  w  ere 
convinced,  by  the  afiurances  of  the 
aforefaid  captain  and  fupercargo,  that 
his  drips  were  laid  up  at  Lisbon,  they 
would  feize  the  opportunity  of  run- 
ing  out.  Accordingly,  the  day  be¬ 
fore  they  fet  off,  he  unbent  all  the 
fails  in  the  whole  fquadron,  flruck 
the  top-mafts  and  yards,  and  made 
every  feeming  preparation  of  refitting, 
to  the  wonder  and  amazement  of 
both  officers  and  men,  who  thought 
V0L1.  II.  F  the 
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the  orders  very  ill-timed,  and  were 
at  a  lofs  for  the  reafon  of  them. 

The  Spanifli  captain,  fupercargo, 
and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  and 
ladies  inftantly  fet  out  for  Cadiz, 
acrofs  the  country,  with  their  ufual 
compliments  of  taking  leave ;  not 
fo  much  as  the  monkey  left  be¬ 
hind.  Mr.  Walker  calculating  the 
time,  when  the  captain  and  fuper¬ 
cargo  would  reach  Cadiz,  he  the 
fame  morning  in  which  he  imagined 
them  arrived  there,  made  fignals  for 
the  whole  fleet  to  get  up  top-mafts 
and  yards,  and  to  make  all  other 
neceflary  difpofltions  for  immediate 
failing.  All  w'hich  was  compleated 
in  lefs  than  fix  hours.  Thus  he 
again  fet  fail,  February  3,  1746-7, 
having  concerned  himfelf  no  more 
with  the  prize  or  ranfom  than  in 

writing 
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writing  a  letter  home  to  the  mana¬ 
gers  with  an  account  of  the  news ; 
leaving  the  whole  care  and  difpofal  of 

it  to  the  prefent  charge  of  the  agents, 
Mefl'rs.  Mawman  and  Macey. 

This  fudden  departure  was  as  un¬ 
expected  as  the  foregoing  delay  ap¬ 
peared  unaccountable.  But  when  wc 
got  to  fea,  the  commodore  made  fio-_ 

CD 

nal  for  all  the  other  captains  to  come 
on  board  :  he  then  informed  them  of 
his  fchemeand  purpofe,  which  were 
again  foon  communicated  by  them  to 
the  fleet,  and  gave  a  general  fatisfac- 
tion  from  the  great  probability  of  the 
fuccefs. 

We  had  not  been  upwards  of  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours  in  our  ftaiion,  before 
we  difcovered,  February  the  ninth,  a 
large  fail  to  windward,  to  which  the 
whole  fleet  gave  chace.  As  there  was 
little  wind,  and  night  was  coming  on, 
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the  commodore  fitted  out  the  Prince 
Edward  tender  with  a  number  of 
men,  and  ordered  her  to  row  up  to 
the  chafe  ;  the  barge  alfo  was  hoifted 
out,  with  the  fir  ft  lieutenant  and  cap¬ 
tain  of  marines,  and  lent  after.  We 
did  not  come  up  with  her  that  night  : 
in  the  morning  fhe  appeared  about 
three  leagues  quite  a-head.  At  laft 
the  tender  and  barge  vifibly  gaining 
upon  her,  and  our  fleet  keeping  as 
much  fail  as  we  could,  they  furmif- 
ed  who  we  were,  and  fhe  ftruck  her 
colours  without  firing  one  gun. 

She  was  one  of  the  very  fhips  we 
before  lpoke  of,  the  Nympha,  eight 
hundred  tons,  thirty-fix  guns,  two 
hundred  and  fixty  men.  Her  value 
above  one  hundred  and  fixty  ihou- 
fand  pounds,  having  near  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifteen  tons  of  quickfilver  on 
board  ;  for  the  event  happened  as  we 
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expedted.  The  Spaniards,  on  the 
above  report  of  the  captain  and  iu- 
percargo,  made  ufe  of  the  opportu¬ 
nity,  that  feemed  to  favour  them  ; 
and  both  (lisps,  (lie  and  the  St. George, 
failed  out  immediately.  The  next 
morning  after  they  failed,  they  both 
fell  in  with  the  Jerfey  man  of  war, 
captain  Hardy,  to  whom  the  Saint 
George  flruck  :  but  the  Nympha 
efcaped  from  him,  by  flying  into  the 
arms  of  thofe  who  had  the  beft 
right  to  her. 

This  circumftance  has  been  lately  re¬ 
lated  to  fome  friends  before  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker,  who  feemed  to  exprefs  a  concern 
at  his  Iofs  of  the  other  fhip,  in  her 
being  fo  accidentally  intercepted  ;  as 
it  was  owing  to  his  fcheme  (lie  was 
brought  out  of  port,  and  as  therefore 
{he  ought  to  have  fallen  to  his  lot, 
the  reward  of  his  policy.  Elis  an- 

F  3  fvver 
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was,  “He  was  much betterpleafed that 
file  happened  into  the  hands  fhe  did; 
as  (he  thereby  made  happy  a  gentle¬ 
man  well  deferving  her,  and  confe- 
quently  many  families  ,•  whereas  had 
he  got  her,  (lie  had  not  prevented  his 
prefent  date.”  What  the  reafon  was 
of  his  fo  faying,  1  cannot  determine  ; 
but  it  mud  point  either  to  his  own 
extravagance  in  fpending  it  when  got, 
or  to  his  never  getting  it  all. 

Such  a  quantity  of  quickfilver  to 
he  tranfported  to  the  Wed-Indies, 
may  well  authorize  the  quedion 
about  the  ufe  of  it.  It  has  been  a 
received  opinion,  dill  fufpe&ed  by 
lbme  people,  that  the  Jefuits  abroad 
have  the  art  or  fecret  of  fixing 
it  into  pure  filver.  This  certainly 
is  a  midake,  as  in  the  fird  place, 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  any  great 
notion  of  alchemy  or  the  power  of  me- 

-  tals: 
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tals  ;  in  the  next,  quickfilver  is  nearer 
allied  to  gold  than  filver,  being  of  all 
bodies  next  in  weight  to  the  former ; 
and  having  by  its  conftitution  of  parts, 
the  foftnefs  of  the  firft,  it  cannot, 
though  fixed,  be  fo  altered  in  them 
as  to  attain  the  hardnefs  and  clear  ring 
or  found  of  the  other,  without  too 
great  an  allay :  fo  fuch  fixation  would 
fail  of  its  purpofe.  The  great  ufe, 
as  I  have  been  informed,  which 
they  make  of  it  is  in  collecting  their 
gold,  which  in  mod  parts  of  Mexico 
is  lodged  in  an  ore,  and  not  fo  fepa- 
rately  formed  as  in  the  fands  of 
Africa  and  other  places  j  its  fine  par¬ 
ticles  being  intimately  mixed  with  its 
bed  of  coarfer  matter,  fo  as  not  to  be 
divifible  from  it  by  walking.  They 
therefore  put  the  ore  into  large  tubs, 
and  pouring  on  it  a  proper  weight  of 

F  4  quick- 
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quickfilver,  they  ftir  them  round  to¬ 
gether  by  flicks  or  engine.';  of  great 
violence  ;  until  the  mercury,  working 
iheif  into  the  pores  of  the  ore,  fepa- 
tates  it  minutely  ;  and,  whilft  it  ab¬ 
hors  mixing  with  the  earthy  fubftances, 
it  by  a  natural  attraction  draws,  or 
gathers  the  gold  into  its  own  body, 
making  an  amalgama  or  kind  of  pafte 
of  the  gold  in  itfelf  j  which,  as  the 
workmen  then  begin  to  walh  off  the 
lighter  earthy  matter,  ftill  fettles  to 
the  bottom.  Afterwards,  by  putting 
this  on  the  fire,  the  quickfilver  flies 
oft,  and  the  gold  remains  pure ; 
which,  if  endeavoured  to  be  forced 
in  the  fire  in  its  firft  date,  would  de¬ 
mand  fo  ftrong  a  heat,  as  inftead  of 
burning  away  the  earth,  would  vitri¬ 
fy  or  turn  it  into  glafs.  In  which 
the  gold  would  for  ever  mix,  mak¬ 
ing  it  become  a  kind  of  done ; 

no 
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no  doubt  very  beautiful,  as  in  the 
lapis  lazuli,  and  which  I  fhould  be 
very  glad  to  fee  tried. 

From  the  value  of  fo  large  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  quickfilver,  which  was,  at  the 
common  market-price,  worth  up¬ 
wards  of  lixty  thoufand  pounds,  we 
may  judge  the  great  wealth  of  the 
Spanifh  mines ;  when  this  rich  com¬ 
modity  is  only  ufed  as  a  drug  or 
menftruum  to  their  work,  and  is 
always  loft  in  the  fire.  But  though 
it  has  the  power  of  making  gold 
abroad,  yet  our  managers  have  proved 
it  to  have  no  fuch  power  in  Europe, 
— But  of  this  in  its  place. 

A  whimfical  furprize  happened  in' 
the  interview,  as  I  may  call  it,  be¬ 
tween  the  Nympha  and  our  fhip. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  on 
board,  and  many  of  the  men,  were 
the  fame  before  taken  by  us  in  the 

F  5  former 
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former  Ship,  who  immediately  on 
their  arrival  at  Cadiz,  put  themfelves 
on  board  either  the  St.  George  or 
Nymph  a,  to  fave  their  paftage  to  the 
Weft-Indies:  thuswe  here  again  picked 
upour  old  acquaintances,  who  thought 
lefs  of  feeing  us  than  any  one  friend 
or  foe  upon  the  feas  •,  for  certainly 
they  did  not  know,  in  which  chai 
radler  to  place  us,  as  we  indeed  were 
in  a  capacity  of  both..  One  of  the 
men  feeing  themfelves  a  fecond  time 
fo  foon  into  our  hands,  faid,  “  O 
good  feignior  Englishman  !  it  is  very 
comical  indeed,  you  make  as  much 
hafte  to  take  us,  as  we  make  hafte 
to  be  taken.” 

The  commodore  went  alfo  on 
board  this  prize,  and  the  fame  com- 
plaifance,  and  ceremonies  of  civility, 
were  here  again  adted  over.  Of  the 
gentlemen  who  were  left  on  board 

the 
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the  Spanifh  {hip,  the  commodore 
took  care  to  leave  the  young  mer¬ 
chant  among  the  lift  of  thofe  proper 
to  take  care  of  the  ladies,  which 
feemed  to  give  no  little  pleafure  to 
the  former  miftrefs  of  the  now  for¬ 
gotten  Alexander.  Pug  was  again 
introduced  to  his  old  mafter,  and  the 
joy  which  feveral  of  the  ladies  ex- 
prefled  in  feeing  IVIr.  Walker  with'- 
the  feeming  familiarity  of  friendftnp,. 
that  pafled  between  them,  caufed 
much  furprize  and  amazement  in  the 
by-ftanders,  who  were  new  paftengers 
aboard:  but  as  all  were  treated  with 
like  civility,  they  all  grew  equally 
eafy  in  the  acquaintancefhip. 

This  prize  alfo  the  commodore  re-- 
folved  to  convey  to  the  former  one 
at  Lisbon  :  for  our  cruife  being  near 
expired,  the  going  home  with  her, 
and  the  returning  to  our  ftation, would 
•  E  6  have- 
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have  taken  up  the  remaining  time  ; 
befides, Lisbon  was,  by  the  after  orders 
of  the  managers,  deftined  our  port  of 
difcharge.  Mr.  Riddle  being  now 
pretty  well  recovered  of  his  wounds, 

the  commodore  gave  him  the  com- 

1 

mand  of  the  prize  ;  and  now  again 
we  became  convoy  to  our  own  treafure, 
and  fleered  away  for  Lisbon.  Mr. 
IIy Riddle  on  the  eleventh  of  February, 
rjukl  made  fignals  of  feeing  the  land  ;  and 
on  the  thirteenth,  the  palTengers  at 
their  own  defire,  were  all  landed  at 
Belem  :  whither,  at  their  further  re- 
qucil,  the  commodore  and  fome  of 
his  officers  attended,  and  accompanied 
them  to  the  cathedral,  which  is  a 
very  antient  and  fine  ftrudture,  as  they 
faid  they  were  going  to  befpeak  of  an 
Englifh  faint  there  a  more  profpe- 
rous  voyage  againft  the  next  time  of 

their  putting  to  fea.  In  this  cathe¬ 
dral, 
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dral, Catherine,  queen  to  king  Charles 
the  fecond,  lies  buried  >  to  whom, 
fhe  being  canonized  a  faint,  they 
prayed,  that  fine  would  hinder  the 
Englifh  (fuppoiing  her  flill  to  have 
an  intereft  and  authority  over  us) 
from  intercepting  them  any  more  in 
their  intended  voyage. 

The  commodore  took  occasion  af¬ 
terwards  at  dinner,  to  remark,  in  an 
eafy  pleafantry,  on  the  wrong  po¬ 
licy  of  their  countrymen  intruding 
the  other  fhip  under  the  tutelar  fafety 
of  faint  George,  the  peculiar  faint  of 
England  ;  as  it  was  certain  he  would 
betray  them  to  his  own  countrymen. 
To  this  they  agreed,  as  being  very 
lhort-fighted  in  them  j  which  made 
way  for  the  conclufion,  that  if  fo, 
thofe  ftatefmen  in  heaven  have  yet 
their  feparate  interefts  in  this  world. 
Alas!  to  confider  the  infults  given 

to 
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to  the  Deity  in  the  mifufings  of  their 
reafon,  which  we  ourfelves  have  feen 
in  this  little  circle  of  things,  among 
people  under  a  tyrannic  government  of 
religion,  is  productive  of  fear  ;  left,  as 
their  country’s  fenfes  come  in  time  to 
themfelves,  they  may  mifdoubt  the 
whole  (yftem.  For  in  it,  as  by  in¬ 
dividuals,  if  a  man  be  found  to  have- 
f  a  trick  of  telling  lies,  he  can  hardly 

find  faith  in  truth  ever  after. 

'  On  the  fifteenth,  captain  Riddle 
tj^'\  departed  with  the  prize  to  Lifbon, 
taking  letters  from  the  commodore  to 
be  delivered  to  the  agents  there ;  and: 
we  went  back  to  our  ftation.  But' 
on  the  twenty-fecond,  the  commodore 
drawing  again  back  towards  land,  the' 
next  day,  we  being  about  three  leagues- 
diftant  from  the  rock  of  Lilbon,  Mr. 
Macey,  one  of  the  agents,  came  on. 

board, 
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board  to  congratulate  the  commodore 
on  his  fending  in  the  late  prize  ;  or 
rather  by  appointment,  as  we  fuppo- 
fed  from  the  aforefaid  letters,  to  give 
him  intelligence,  thro’  fome  directions 
the  commodore  had  fent  by  Mr. 
Riddle  for  getting  the  fame.  He  re¬ 
turned  the  fame  evening;  and  we  again 
bore  away  to  fea.  Between  this  and 
the  twenty-eighth  we  chafed  fe- 
veral  Englilh  privateers,  a  king’s 
floop,  and  fome  Dutch  and  Swedifh 
(hips,  all  whom  we  brought-to ;  but 
the  time  was  not  yet  arrived  for  the 
prize  expeCted  by  the  commodore  to 
come  in  view  ;  and  the  cruife  being 
near  an  end,,  he  for  fuch  purpofe  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fpin  it  out  as  long  as  he 
could,  and  gave  alfurances  of  the 
great  probability  of  his  expectations, 
from  certain  intelligence  which  he 
had  received.  The  men  and  raoft. 

i 
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of  the  officers,  all  who  now  thought . 
their  fortune  fent  before  them  to,> 
Lifbon,  defirous  of  following  it,  ar¬ 
gued  the  cruife  to  be  now  at  an  end; 
reckoning  from  the  time  of  their  firft 
departure  from  England  :  but  as  the 
articles  exprefled  the  eight  months 
cruife  to  mean  being  at  fea,  the  com¬ 
modore  infilled  that  thetime  in  harbour 
was  not  to  be  reckoned  as  part,  but: 
to  be  deducted  from  the  whole ;  which 
carried  on  the  time  of  the  cruife  Hill 
farther*  However,  on  the  ninth  of 
March,  being  informed  of  a  defign 
in  the  men  the  next  day  to  give  three 
cheers  from  each  of  the  Ihips,  as 
ending  the  cruife,  he  fent  word  to  the 
captains  of  each  Ihip  to  fecure  their 
arms,  and  alfo  fent  orders  wrote  by 
himfelf,  to  be  read  publicly  in  every 
Ihip.  The  men  were  thus  kept  to 
their  duty,  more  out  of  awe  than  in- 

clina- 
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clination  ;  for  the  day  after  this,  the 
captain  of  the  Duke  fent  their  mafter 
in  irons  aboard  us,  being  fufpedted  of 
cutting  the  gun-tackles  and  britchings, 
in  a  late  gale  of  wind  ;  and  the  next 
day,  the  Fredrick  fent  their  firfi:  and 
fecond  lieutenants,  alfo  prifoners,  and 
feven  men,  for  infilling  in  a  mutinous 
manner  on  breaking  up  the  cruil'e. 
Thefe  were  all  detained  for  trial,  and 
on  the  fifteenth  a  court-martial  was 
held  of  all  the  captains  on  the  two  //4 
lieutenants  j  one  of  whom  was  broke, 

.  but  on  petition  reftored  •,  and  the  men 
alfo,  tho’  on  trial  found  guilty,  were 
forgiven:  as  now  in  fatSt  by  all  con- 
fent  the  cruife  grew  near  an  end,  and 
the  commodore  faid,  he  wilhed  to 
end  it  without  having  one  diflatisfied 
man  in  the  fleet.  And  now,  the 
twenty-fifth  of  March  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  forty- feven  arrived* 
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at  which  time  the  cruife  ended  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  commodore’sown  computa¬ 
tion;  when  he  broke  it  up,  the  men  all 
in  health  and  high  fpirits ;  and  tho’ 
glad  of  its  being  ended,  the  joy  was 
in  the  notion  of  our  having  had 
enough  of  fortune  ;  and  thus  we  fet 
fail  for  Lifbon. 

When  we  came  into  Lifbon,  we 
found  there  all  our  Spanifh  acquain¬ 
tances.  By  fome  delay  in  the  cartel, 
they  had  not’  been  fent  forward  fo 
foon  as  the  former  time.  They  came 
amongft  feveral  of  the  town  to  con¬ 
gratulate  us  on  our  arrival ;  and  the 
ladies  boafted  to  us,  in  return  for  our 
former  jokes,  of  their  fuperior  intereft 
with  our  Englifh  queen  Catharine, 
who  had  forbid  our  intercepting  any 
more  of  their  (hips. 

Wc  will  juft  fend  them  off  to  Spain, 
and  then  conclude.  During  the  fhort 

time 
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time  of  their  flay,  we  afterwards  had 
feveral  mutual  invitations  and  parties 
of  pleafure.  They  made  one  grand 
entertainment  for  us  in  particular,  to 
which  were  invited  feveral  Portuguefe 
noblemen  and  merchants,  our  own 
agents  and  others ;  we  had  mulick 
and  a  ball.  The  Spanifh  ladies  and 
gentlemen  dreft  themfelves  out  in 
their  richefi:  habits  and  jewels,  on 
purpofe  of  making  a  public  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  them  to  Mr.  Walker. 
The  captain  and  fupercargo  of  the 
Buen  Confeijo  were  alfo  there,  re¬ 
turned  from  their  negotiation  from 
Spain  and  in  great  pleafantry  and 
lively  fatire  of  the  company,  were 
called  the  two  intelligencers  of  the 
Royal  Family.  This  public  refpedt 
from  our  enemies  did  the  commodore 
fome  compliment  in  the  place.  They 
next  day  took  leave,  which  hindered 

the 
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the  civility  being  returned,  making 
great  affiurances  of  their  endeavours 
for  life,  to  cultivate  the  natural  good 
opinion,  they  faid,  ought  for  mutual 
intereft  to  exift  between  their  nation 
and  ours  ;  and  lamented  the  French 
policy,  which  could  fo  artfully  draw  a 
curtain  of  fictitious  ftory-painting  (as 
they  termed  it)  acrofs  the  views  of 
both  countries ;  which,  they  faid,  they- 
hoped  in  time  would  be  removed. 

A  few  weeks  after,  a  diamond  ring- 
was  fent  to  the  commodore  at  Liffion, 
from  fome  of  the  public  officers  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  in  the  direction  of 
their  Regifter-fleet.  It  was  comput-' 
ed  at  about  thirty  moidores  value  ; 
but  the  motto  was  the  intended  pay¬ 
ment  of  their  refpedt,  couched  within 
the  outward  prefent  of  a  ring  ;  which 
Mr.  Walker  has  forbid  me  to  tran- 
fcribe.  And,  after  the  peace,  fome- 

English, 
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Englifh  and  Irifh  gentlemen,  who 
were  in  the  prefen t  fleet  under  Mr. 
Walker,  having  occafion  to  go  to 
Spain,  particularly  Mr.  Kennaway 
our  furgeon- general,  before  fpoke  of, 
and  others,  afked  letters  of  recom¬ 
mendation  from  him  to  fome  houfes 
there,  whofe  directions  thefe  grateful 
people  had  put  into  his  hand.  The 
civil  reception  they  met  with,  the 
good  offices  fhewn  to  fuch  his  letters 
are  too  much  to  mention  :  but  to 
fpeak  as  much  to  the  purpofe  in  fewer 
words,  each  perfon  fo  recommended 
made  fortunes  amongft  them,  except 
Mr.  Kennaway,  whofe  good  under- 
ftanding  and  boldnefs  of  fpeech  al¬ 
ways  flood  in  his  way  of  preferment 
efpecially  in  a  popifh  country.  If  our 
readers  from  thefe  returns  of  favours 
draw  a  fuppofition  how  eafy  a  right 
underftanding  may  be  cultivated  be- 

between 
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tween  that  nation  and  ourfelves;  thefe 
particulars  may  appear  lefs  tedious, 
and  the  confideration  of  them  will 
arife  to  public  utility. 

The  Nympha  was  alfo  put  into  the 
hands  of  Meflieurs  Mawman  and 
Macey  j  and  thus  our  cruife  of  eight- 
months  ended,  with  taking  fourprizes, 
then  valued  at  a  reafonable  eftima- 
tion,  greatly  upwards  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  with¬ 
out  the  lofs  of  one  man  killed. 
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CRUISE  II. 

The  ROYAL  FAMILY 
Private  Ships  of  War. 

C  H  A  P.  VI. 

The  fitting  out  the  fleet  ;  the  beha¬ 
viour  of  the  men  ;  change  of  offi¬ 
cers  ;  the  wreck  of  a  Lisbon  packet; 
a  new  difpute  and  ftory  in  religion; 
the  compliment  of  the  fea-men 
to  the  Portugufe  court ;  a  ftrange 

exorcifm,  or  cafting  out  of  a  devil. 

•  % 

BY  the  former  articles  of  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  managers,  the 
laft  cruife  was  to  have  ended  at  the 
port  of  London ;  yet  as  they  had  re- 
folved  upon  fending  out  the  fame 
Ihips  on  a  fecond  cruife,  it  was 

thought 
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thought  rnoft  prudent  to  refit  them 
at  Lisbon  ;  as  thereby,  being  nearer 
their  ftation,  lefs  time  would  be  loft, 
and  efpecially  as  feveral  conveniences 
could  be  had  there  cheaper  and  eafier 
than  at  London.  The  croud  alfo  of 
Englifh  and  Irifti  veftels,  always  traf¬ 
ficking  there,  afford  great  numbers  of 
men,  who  have  no  need  of  fecreting 
themfelves  for  fear  of  being  prefied  : 
for  there  never  was  but  one  inftancc 
of  a  prefs  at  Lisbon  for  Englifh  Tea¬ 
men,  within  the  time  of  Mr.  Walker’s 
knowledge  of  the  place  ;  even  this 
was  occafioned  by  fome  caufe  of  very 
great  emergency,  and  had  given  fuch 
umbrage  to  the  Portugueze  court,  as 
to  put  the  expectation  of  another  paft 
all  fear. 

9  •  *4  » 

However,  though  all  thefe  advan¬ 
tages  may  be  a  proof  of  the  good 
policy  of  the  managers,  Mr.  Walker 

e  forefaw 
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forefaw  one  great  inconvenience, 
as  to  the  danger  of  defertion,  by 
the  men  being  fet  adrift  in  a  foreign 
port ;  which  they  at  home  did  not 
think  of,  at  leaf;  the  remedy  and  care 
of  it  lay  intirely  upon  him.  And 
therefore, when  the  flips  were  brought 
into  theTagus,  and  were  lately  moor- 

•r 

ed  and  unrigged  (which  was  done  in 
lets  tnan  three  hours,  to  tne  lurprize 
of  the  whole  town)  he  went  on  board 
each  of  them  ;  and  returning  thanks 
to  the  feveral  crews,  in  behalf  of 
themfelves  and  owners,  for  their 
faithful  fervices,  tola  them,  “  that  the 
managers,  upon  the  account  of  the 
fucceis,  had  agreed  upon  fitting 
the  fleet  out  on  a  fecond  cruife,  and 
had  thought  proper  to  end  the  pre¬ 
lent  one  there,  that  the  flips  might 
be  more  ready  in  proceeding  to  fea, 
and  be  fooner  at  their  llation  :  that 
Vql.  II.  G  he 
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he  hoped  moll  of  them,  who  approv¬ 
ed  of  him. as  a  commander,  would 
continue  with  him  in  the  fervice ;  that 
fuch  of  them  as  would  again  enter 
and  help  in  equipping  the  fleet, 
lhould,  befldes  their  entrance-money, 
be  put  on  regular  wages;  that  fuch 
who  chofe  to  be  on  fhore  fhould  be 
fupplied  with  further  monies  on  ac¬ 
count,  during  the  time  of  their  flay; 
and  that  they  who  defired  to  go  home, 
fhould  be  lent  away  in  one  of  the 
veffels,  at  the  expence  of  the  owners : 
But  that  he  afked  one  favour  of  them 
as  Britifh  fubjeds,  that  none  would 
think  of  idly  flaying  there,  or  going 
into  the  fervice  of  any  other  country 
but  their  own  ;*as  they  now  were  all 
men  of  property,  and  fuch  defertion 
would  be  a  forfeiture  of  it.” 

Every  fhip’s  crew  in  general  de¬ 
clared  their  approbation  of  his  com¬ 
mand  ; 
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mand  ;  and  faid  they  would  go  with 
him  fo  long  as  his  fliip  could 
fwim,  fuch  was  their  general  phrafe. 
This  was  more  than  was  expedted. 
Accordingly,  after  regaling  themfelves 
a  few  days  a-fhore,  when  Meffrs. 
Mawman  and  Macey  had  got  ready 
the  proper  articles  (which  they  them¬ 
felves  figned  in  behalf  or  the  mana¬ 
gers,  as  their  agents)  above  two 
thirds  of  the  men  entered  themfelves 
for  another  eight  month’s  cruife  ;  and 
every  thing  was  put  forward  for  the 
fea  with  the  greateft  expedition.  A 
fufficient  number  of  them  took  the 
wages,  and  fet  to  wrork  upon  equip¬ 
ping  the  fhips.  A  few  indeed  of  the 
men  who  had  entered,  following  fome 
idle  ones  who  had  not,  after  felling 
their  fhares  of  the  prizes,  ■  went  off 
to  the  Spaniards,  moftly  feduced  by 
fome  emiffaries  belonging  to  that 

G  2  court. 
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court,  who  for  fuch  purpofe  ufually 
ply  at  Lisbon.  Whereupon,  Mr. 
Walker,  as  he  had  his  fpies  ready  fet 
fearing  the  occafion,  immediately 
applied  to  Sir  Benjamin  Keen,  who 
readily  abided  in  getting  an  order 
for  apprehending  them  :  by  which 
they  were  brought  back,  and  fecured 
in  the  trunk  or  prifon.  They  only 
who  had  entered  and  received  the 
advance  money,  and  afterwards  de- 
ferted,  were  kept  prifoners  until  the 
time  of  our  failing;  and  thofe  who 
had  not,  Mr.  Walker  took  care  to  fee 
embarked  for  England  by  the  farft 
opportunity.  This  conduct  has  been 
malicioully  mif-told,  to  the  difcredit 
both  of  the  managers  and  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker,  by  one  Goddard,  an  agent  for 
the  people.  Of  which  more  fhall  be 
faid  hereafter.  As  to  the  remainder, 
being  upwards  of  eight  hundred  men, 
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no  fuch  clafs  ■  of  people  ever  behaved 
better,  remarkable  for  cleanlinefs  and 
an  honed  fpirit.  They  dred  in  a 
uniform  cockade,  to  diftinguidi  them- 

felves ;  and  the  whole  time  of  their 
refitting, which  was  near  three  months, 
not  a  complaint  was  made  againft 
them,  not  a  broil  or  accident  happen¬ 
ed,  except  a  difpute,  which  one  of  our 
officers  had,  in  point  of  religion, 
with  fome  popiffi  prieds ;  and  which 
had  like  to  have  fent  him  to  the  inqui- 
fition,  as  fhall  be  hereafter  related,  for 
the  purpofe  more  offfiewing  the  caufe 
of  fuch  cenfure,  than  any  great  enter¬ 
tainment  in  the  matter  itfelf :  but  we 
mud  fird  mention  fome  other  cir« 
cumdances  which  happened. 

Captain  Bromedge  of  the  Prince 
Frederick,  and  captain  Green  of  the 
Prince  George,  not  chufing  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  fea  any  longer,  as  they 

G  3  thought 
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thought  they  had  already  made  a  fuf- 
ficiency  for  life  ;  and  Mr.  Shaftoe, 
being  offered  the  command  of  a 
trading  veffel  belonging  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe  ;  they  feverally  defired  to  lay 
down  their  commiffions  ;  and  as 
Mr.  Walker  had  an  intire  power  of 
making  or  difplacing  all  officers  under 
his  command,  he  removed  captain 
Dottin,  who  had  given  many  proofs 
of  his  good  capacity,  from  the  Duke 
into  the  Prince  Frederick  ;  captain 
Denham  from  the  Princefs  Amelia 
into  the  Duke  ;  and  gave  Mr.Riddle, 
the  gentleman  who  had  fo  bravely 
diflinguifhed  himfelf  in  cutting 
out  the  veffel  from  Saffia-bay,  the 
command  of  the  Princefs  Amelia ;  and 
Mr.  Davidfon,  one  of  his  lieutenants, 
the  command  of  the  Prince  Geor  ge; 
and  Mr.  Hamilton,  another  of  his 
lieutenants,  the  command  of  the 

Prince 


V  O  Y  A  G  E  S.  127 

Prince  Edward;  and  preferred  the 
lieutenants  of  the  other  (hips,  and 
fcveral  of  the  midfhipmen,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  feniority  and  merit. 
Numbers  alfo  of  young  gentlemen 
were  fent  from  England,  with  let¬ 
ters  of  recommendation  from  their 
friends  to  Mr.  Walker,  for  com- 
miffions,  and  as  volunteers  and  mid- 
flfipmen.  Out  of  thefe  all  other  va¬ 
cancies  were  filled  up.  Pie  then  fent 
home  for  new  letters  of  marque  for 
each  of  the  fhips,  who  were  thus 
given  new  commanders  ;  whereby 
alfo  the  Prince  George  tender  now 
ranked  with  the  fleet,  as  a  cruifing 
fhip.  Which  new  commiflions  were 
all  regularly  fent  back  to  him,  in  the 
names  of  the  above  gentlemen.  The 
Prince  Edward  remained  in  her  for¬ 
mer  ftation  and  duty  as  an  intelligence 
boat  or  tender,  for  tranfporting  ftores 

G  4  from 
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Cod  one  flip  to  another  $  which  ac- 
cuftomary  ufe  of  her  the  faid  inge- 
liious  Mr.  Goddard  has  endeavoured 
So  reprelent  to  the  legiflature,  as  a  pira¬ 
tical  adt  in  the  managers,  and  Mr. 
Walker,  for  introducing  her  into  the 
fleet  without  a  commifiion.  So  weak 
are  taies  which  envy  or  malice  will 

often  tell  to  indulge  their  own  fpleen 
or  intentions ! 

The  allowance  agreed  to  by  the 
managers  for  the  men  out  of  the 
prize-money,  was  ten  moidores  each, 
including  their  entrance-money.  This 
not  being  fufficient  for  a  three  months 
ftay,  Mr.  Walker,  whofe  credit  was 
now  alfo  eftablifhed  with  the  agents 
on  his  own  footing,  to  avoid  fending 
home  to  alter  inftrudtions,  took  ud 

*  t 

fums,  on  his  own  account,  as  the 
men  wanted  more  money  ;  and  fo 
lent  it  to  them,  taking  their  notes  or 

re- 
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receipts  for  the  fame.  By  this  means 
he  knew  their  fpendings,  and  being 
thereby  a  kind  of  check  on  them, 
almofi:  fixed  them  to  an  allowance. 
This  was  a  great  good  to  the  men, 
an  eafe  and  benefit  to  the  managers, 
but  a  lofs  to  himfelf.— -Of  which  in 
its  place. 

As  to  our  provifions,  the  mana¬ 
gers  at  home  engaged  to  fend  them 
to  us  from  England,  by  the  time 
calculated,  that  the  fleet  would  be 
ready-  for-  the.  fea  :  but  they  not 
coming  according  to  their  own  pro- 
mifes,  and  after  our  depending  on 
them  fo  long,  that  the  delay  threat¬ 
ened  a  greater  lofs  than  the  value  of 
them,  the  agents  thought  it  befl:  to 
buy  provifions  at  Lisbon,  fufficient  for 
four  months,  as  we  could  not  venture 
to  lea  with  a  lefs  quantity,  and  as  we 
fhould  return  in  that  time  for  thofe 
from  England.  This  was  done,  and 

G  5  ,  1110ft 
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inoft  of  the  provifions  put  on  board, 
when  a  few  days  before  we  were  ready 
to  fail,  the  two  trarfports  with  eight 
months  provifions  arrived  from  Eng¬ 
land,  dearer  and  worfe  than  what  we 
bought  at  Lisbon.  We  then  took  in 
our  full  complement  from  the  Englifh 
(lores,  intending  at  the  above  expira¬ 
tion,  to  put  in  again  to  Lisbon  for  the 
remainder. 


This  expence  fo  greatly  fwelling  th 
cha  ro-es  at  Lisbon,  has  been  ill-natur 


edly  fet  down  by  public  report  to  the 
bad  oeconomy  of  Mr.  Walker  ;  but 
is  a  fubjed  which  can  be  greatly  en- 
larged  on,  to  his  exoneialion. 

It  may  be  asked,  what  became  of 
the  negociation  of  the  Spanifh  cap¬ 
tain  and  fupercargo,  relating  to  the 
ranfom  of  the  Buen  Confejo?  or  how 
the  prizes  were  difpofed  or  ?  This 
was  at  prefent  no  bufinefs  of  ours, 
but  of  the  managers  :  ours  being 


only 
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only  to  take  prizes,  theirs  to  difpofe 
of  them  as  well  as  they  could. 

During  the  time  of  our  refitting, 
ail  Englifh  packet-boat,  the  King 
George,  ftruck  in  going  over  the  bar, 
and  was  loft  near  the  wooden-fort  on 
the  fouth  fide.  As  we  then  were 
Ivins:  below  the  caftle  of  Belem,. we 
had  immediate  opportunity  of  feeing 
her  diftrefs.  The  commodore  quick¬ 
ly  fent  the  Prince  Edward  tender, 
and  four  of  our  boats  well-manned, 
to  her  affiftance.  They  were  juft  in 
time  to  fave  all  the  people,  the  mail, 
fome  valuables,  and  all  the  money, 
to  a  very  confiderable  fum.  But 
here  a  cataftrophe  happened  :  poor 
Cabel,  the  witty  condudor  of  the 
plot  of  getting  the  men  from  the 
Exeter  privateers  for  the  Bofcawen  and 
other  fiiips  at  Dartmouth,  in  faving  the 
money  from  the  packet,  let  a  little 
part  of  it  fall  into  his  own  pockets. 

G  6  :  He 
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j1  lie  certainly  deferved  fome  reward 

for  his  brifk.  agility  in  preferving  it  : 
j  but,  alas  !  the  world  will  allow  no 

|  rewards  but  what  come  from  its  own 

giving:  felf- rewards  are  thought  to  be 
;  taking  that  power  out  of  its  hands, 

and  are  therefore  often  punifhed  as 
a  theft.  ?Tis  therefore  I  imagine  the* 
philofophers  allowed  one  thing  only 
to  be  its  own  reward,  namely  virtue  ; 
becaufe  it  is  generally  left  unreward¬ 
ed  by  the  world.  This  affair  hav- 
I  mg  been  found  out  by  a  quarrel  in 

the  diftribution  ;  in  which  were  alfo 
involved  an  officer  and  two  other 
men,  the  commodore  firfl: •  collected 
the  money,  to  the  amount  of  about 
jf  fifty  pounds,  and  lent  it  to  the  cap¬ 

tain  of  the  packet ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  having  fecured  his  pardon  for 
the  delinquents,  he  difmified  them 
with  difgrace.  Indeed  they  all  de- 

fired  leave  to  withdraw  :  for  though 

© 
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it  may  appear  wonderful  to  tell,  the 
crime  was  univerfallv  declaimed  a- 

^  A 

gainft  by  our  whole  crews.  To  fuch 
a  regularity  of  mind  had  the  regulari¬ 
ty  of  adion  atlaft  brought  the  whole! 

The  affair,  which  happened  in  a 
difpute  about  religion,  is  this  :  There 
is  an  affembly  of  priefls  very  near 
Lisbon,  feveral  of  them  Irifh,  ini- 
powered  by  public  contributions  to 
give  cloaths  and  money  to  all  whom 
they  can  gain,  as  converts  from  any 
ftate  of  herefy  to  the  dodrines  of 
their  own  church.  Hither  fome  of 
our  crew  in  frolic  went,  to  be  white 
wafhed,  as  the  phrafe  is  amongfl  them 
for  this  new  inward  and  outward 
cloathing.  But  they,  turning  truants 
to  the  new  dodrine,  and  coming 
back  to  us  again,  gave  fuch  a  whim- 
fical  defcription  of  the  method  in 
which  the  priefls  treated  them,  that 
ft  raifed  the  defire  of  Mr.  Kennaway, 


our 


134  Commodore  Walker’s 

our  furgeon  (a  gentleman  we  before- 
fpoke  of  as  a  man  of  a  lively  turn  of 
wit  and  expreffion)  to  go  fee  the  cere-  - 
mony  and  manner.  Accordingly, 
he  dreft  himfelf  in  a  common  jacket, 
and  taking  fome  of  the  men  with 
him,  as  comrades,  he  fet  out  on  the 
new  pilgrimage.  He  told  them, 
“  if  he  accepted  their  doCtrine,  he 
would  accept  their  cloathing  ;  but 
had  honour  not  to  wear  their  livery, 
unlefshe  entered  truly  into  their  fer- 
vice.  I  his  introduction,  having  an 
appearance  of  well  meaning,  was 
greatly  applauded  by  the  reverend 
fathers.  But,  alas  !  he  made  another 
difcovery  to  them,  a  little  more  afto- 
nifhing  :  which  was,  “  that  he  had 
no  religion  at  all;  and  fo  begged 
them  to  begin  with  him  from  the 
firft,  in  a  regular  courfeofinftruCtion.” 
This  was  but  meer  humour  in  him  ; 

.  1  his 
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his  father  having  originally  intended 
him  for  a  clergyman,  and  verfed  him 
well  in  texrs  of  fcripture  ;  fufficient, 
if  not  to  fix  the  grounds  of  any  reli¬ 
gion,  to  make  him  a  difputant  in  all. 
It  had  the  effea  he  intended,  by 
putting  them  to  a  confufion  how  to 
.proceed  with  him  in  a  general  plan  ; 
the  priefts  of  the  Romilh  perfwafion 
being  obferved  to  be  more  induftnous 
of  finding  arguments  in  defence,  of 
their  own  particular  church,  againffc 
the  various  fyftems  fet  up  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  their  political  fchemes  or  de-. 
figns,  and  in  fupport  of  forms  and 
ceremonies,  than  in  comprehending 
and  explaining  any  connected  doc¬ 
trine  of  reafon  and  fenfe,  inftLudlive 

to  a  pure  understanding. 

I  lliall  not  enter  into  any  difcufiion 
of  their  feveral  propofiuons  and  argu¬ 
ments,  queftions  and  aniwers  •,  but 

fhali 
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fiiall  under  favour  relate  one  of  his 
ftones,  as  he  told  it  to  the  prieds,  by. 
way  of  example  to  one  of  his  argu¬ 
ments  ;  becaufe  I  think  it  has  in  it  a 
great  deal  of  good  humour  and  good 
lenfe;  in  all  probability,  the  ready  in—’ 
vention  of  his  own  brain. 

“  TJlere  were,  fays  he,  a  Romiffi 
monk,  a  Ruffian  pried,  a  Presbyte¬ 
rian,  a  Quaker,  a  Moravian  metho¬ 
dic,  and  a  poor  tranfported  Protef- 
tant  clergyman,  all  in  one  ffiip,  going 
a  voyage  to  theWed-Indies;  but  being 
bound  to  Africa  to  take  in  Haves,  they 
were  met  by  a  dorm,  and  wrecked 
much  lower  down  the  coads  than 
where  the  trade  generally  reached 
to.  The  black  king  of  the  place 
received  them  into  his  kingdom  with 
great  civility,  and  being  all  white  men 
and  calling  themfelves  each  by  the 
common  name  of  chnitian,  he  ima¬ 
gined  . 
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gined  them  all  the  fame  people,  and 
provided  for  them  in  places  about 
him.  When  they  were  got  into 
employment,  and  had  learned  the 
language  of  the  country,  they  each 
offered  to  convert  him  and  his  people 
to  the  true  religion.  Upon  which, 
he  ordered  a  certain  day  to  be  fixed, 
to  hear  them  argue  on  the  new  doc¬ 
trine.  The  monk  begun  ;  but  be¬ 
fore  he  had  got  to  the  third  fentence, 
that's  a  lie ,  cries  the  Ruffian  prieft, 
interrupting  him.  The  black  prince 
ftarted  at  the  contradiction  :  however, 
they  went  on  in  oppofing  each  other, 
very  loud  and  angry,  till  at  laft  the 
Presbyterian  took  up  the  cudgels,  and 
fwore  that  they  both  were  fins  of the  whore 
oj  Babylon.  ‘ ‘  Hey  day  !  fays  the  prince, 
another  divifion  among youV'  When  the 
Moravian,  fetching  many  groans,  as 
made  his  majeffy  and  the  whole 

court 
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com  t  believe  him  in  a  fit  of  the  gripes, 
brought  forth,  How  wrath  fully  is  my 
inward  fpint  moved  at  fuch  diabolical 
ft  cachings  of  this  Presbyterian  :  for 

he  agreed  (he  faid)  with  the  two 
foregoing  churches  in  all  their  ftra- 
tagems,  though  he  had  found  out  a 
new  light  for  performing  them. 
Upon  this  the  Quaker,  alfo  moved  by 
paflion,  breaks  out  :  Thou  canting 
fcoundr el !  thou  pretend' [l  to  a  new  light 
who  art  for  leading  other  people  in  the 
dark  l  The  jargon  then  grew  more 
promifeuous,  to  the  great  confufion 
of  the  royal  judgment.  But  the  king, 
whilft  the  reft  were  engaged  in  the 
difpute,  at  laft  fpoke  afide  to  the 
Proteftant  (who  had  not  yet  opened 
his  mouth)  defiring  him  to  take  him- 
felf  and  his  brethren  along  with  him 
out  of  his  dominions,  left  they 
fhould  mention  a  word  of  this  reli¬ 
gion 


• 
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c;ion  to  his  people.  O  pleafe  your 
majefty ,  fays  the  clergyman,  though  all 
thefe  \ chriftians  be  in  the  wrong ,  yet  I 
alone  am  in  the  right ;  and  can  pew 
your  majefty  and  people  the  only  ti  ue 
doctrine,  which  by  my  deportment  you 
fee  is  peace.  Tbeje  people  are  no  other 
than  different  feBs  fprung  from  me  or 
different  opinions  of  one  belief.  If 
that  be  the  cafe ,  replies  the  king,  Imuft 
infifl  on  your  immediate  departure  .  for 
I  fear  your  do  Brine  admits  oft  fo  many 
contradicting  opinions,  you  are  not  well 
affured  of  it  yourfelf ;  at  leaf  it  is  too 
dangerous  a  one  to  ue  introduced  a- 
mongft  my  people,  all  of  whom,  1  thank 
God,  now  live  in  brotherly  union  and 
affeBion .”  The  king  then  put  them 
together  in  a  bark,  and  judging  tne 
Englifh  pried  the  mod  temperate  of 
the  whole,  he  put  the  rudder  into 
his  hand,  to  carry  them  fa fe  to  fome 
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port.  Thus  the  true  dodrine  is  denied 
gaining  ground  in  the  world,  by 
the  various  contradidions  of  the 
^vera]  teachers  of  it. 

This  /lory  being  told  with  great 
iorce  of  application,  and  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  a  peculiar  dialed  to  the 
feveral  perfons  of  the  drama  (at  which 
merit  we  do  not  pretend  in  the  writ¬ 
ing)  made  the  aflembly  of  ghoflly  fa¬ 
thers  fo  very  angry  at  one  of  the  poor 
natural  cxiildren  of  fcn/e,  that  where 
they  certainly  might  have  been  in¬ 
formed  they  loft  the  moral.  So  much 
does  prejudice  or  enthufiafm  blind 
reafon  s  eyes  ! —  Upon  the  whole,  he 
had  too  much  power  both  of  reafon 
and  wit  to  make  it  an  equal  conten¬ 
tion.  Where  reafon  had  fcope  for  an 
advantage,  he  pu/hed  her  againft 
them,  generally  fo  well  fupported  by 
wit,  that  where  they  Should  have  em¬ 
braced 
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braced  information,  they  only  grew 
paffionate;  damned  him  for  an  here¬ 
tic,  an  unbeliever,  and  offspring  of 
the  devil. 

Had  he  flopped  here,  all  would 
have  been  well  ;  but  his  wit  out-run 

his  prudence.  In  fhort,  he  fo provoked 
them  by  advancing  plain  fenfe  againfl 
myflery,  that,  when  they  found  their 
whole  fuperftrudture  overturned  from 
off  the  foundation  on  which  they  had 
built  it,  they  looked  on  him  as  an  agent 
from  the  devil,  and,  calling  him  ablaf- 
phemer,  abfolutely  took  him  into  cuf- 
tody,  and  he  was  efpecially  detained. 

The  red  of  his  companions  return¬ 
ed  home,  with  a  poor  account  of  their 
expedition,  to  the  commodore  ;  who 
next  day  went  to  Sir  Benjamin  Keene, 
and  found  that  the  order  of  priefts 
had  inflantly  made  complaint  of  the 
affair  to  the  patriarch.  He  is  the 

highefl 
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higheft  prieft  in  power,  next  the  pope 
in  all  the  Chriftian  world ;  having 
been  inftituted  by  the  king  in  diredt 
oppofition  to  the  papal  authority,  on 
account  of  fome  political  quarrel  with 
that  chair,  who  as  politically  foon 
made  it  up  ;  for  it  is  faid  the  payment 
for  indulgencies  alone  granted  to 
this  country  in  the  time  of  Lent,  for 
eating  eggs,  &c.  brings  into  that  fee 
upwards  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  each  year.  However, 
though  the  pope  is  again  acknow¬ 
ledged  fupreme,  this  patriarch  frill 
holds  up  his  firft  created  grandeur, 
and  is  ferved  by  bifhops  on  the  knee. 
Their  application  to  him  was  for 
leave  to  deliver  over  the  heretic  fai- 
lor  to  the  inquifition  ;  and  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  he  would  be  given  up  to  that 
refentment,  contrary  to  cuftom,  tho’ 
not  precedent,  of  meddling  with  Eng- 

lifh 
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lifh  proteftants.  But  the  matter  be¬ 
ing  called  before  the  king  for  his  con- 
fent  or  approbation  (as  it  was  of  a 
foreign  nature)  his  majefty  declared 
“  that  the  Engliih  fubjedts  were  free 
to  enjoy  their  own  way  of  thinking,  ’ 
and  ordered  him  to  be  releafed. 

Thus  Mr.  Kennaway  for  this  time 
cot  off  unhurt.  I  have  mentioned 

O 

that  he  was  the  only  gentleman, 
of  thofe  going  to  Spain  with  recom¬ 
mendations  from  Mr.  Walker,  who 
was  obliged  to  return  before  he  had 

O 

compleated  his  purpofe  of  making  a 
fortune  amongft  them,  which  happen¬ 
ed  on  account  of  a  like  accident  to 
this,  in  vifiting  a  friend  of  his,  an 
Englifh  captain  of  a  fhip,  in  a  fit  of 
illnefs  round  whom  he  found  a  ga¬ 
thered  heap  of  priefts  torturing 
the  poor  lick  man’s  brains  on  all 
the  various  racks  of  extortion.  With 

them 
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them  he  could  not  help  taking  up  the 
argument,  and  managed  it  againlt 
them  fo  much  to  the  recovery  of  his 
friend  s  fenfes,  as  to  have  them  all 
difmilfed  the  houfe.  On  this  a  com¬ 
plaint  having  been  made  to  the  inqui- 
fition,  the  governor  of  the  place,  with 
wnom  he  had  acquired  a  mofl:  friend¬ 
ly  intimacy,  fent  him  a  letter  with 
great  privacy,  wifhing  him  a  good 
journey,  and  expreffing  “  how 
lorry  he  was  that  their  place  or  cli¬ 
mate  was  too  hot  for  his  Englilh  con- 
ihtution .  on  which  he  took  the 
hint,  and  made  his  efcape.  It  is  there- 
/oie  very  dangerous  to  venture  at  any 
chut ch-reloi matioo  tn  thofe  countries. 

But  to  fhew  the  ipint  of  our  men 
on  the  above  occafion,  and  in  what  a 
rank  they  rated  themfelves,  I  mufl 
mention  a  whimfical  inftance  of  their 
politenefs.  The  Portugal  court  in 

this 
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this  late  order  had  fo  much  obliged 
them,  that,  as  the  accident  happen¬ 
ed  a  l.ttle  before  we  were  ready  for 
failing,  all  the  crews  went  in  a  body, 
to  the  number  of  upwards  of  eight 
hundred,  dreft  neatly  in  new  cockades, 
with  mufick  playing  before  them  to 
the  palace-gates,  to  thank  the  king 
for  his  royal  interpofition  in  their  fa¬ 
vour;  and  being  by  order  let  into 
an  inner-court,  the  queen  and  prince 


came  publickly  to  an  open  balcony, 
and  received  from  them  three  cheers 
of  thanks  with  very  feeming  pleafure. 
This  was  done  without  the  previous 
knowledge  of  the  commodore,  who 
the  next  day  went  to  a  particular 


nobleman  at  court,  to  whom  he 
had  the  honour  of  being  known,  to 
excufe  it  to  the  king.  His  maje% 
allured  him  by  the  nobleman,  he 
took  it  in  its  true  light  of  a  civi- 

^1’  H  jjty  . 
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lily  •  and  as  he  was  then  indifpofed, 
(for  he  was  terribly  afflifted  with 
the  palfy,  being  as  to  all  ufe  of  his 
limbs,  quite  dead  on  one  fide  by  it) 
defired  Mr.  Walker  might  be  intro¬ 
duced  to  him  on  another  day.  But 
as  the  time  fixed  for  our  departure 
would  not  admit  of  a  fecond  vifit, 
Mr.  Walker  was  obliged  to  poftpone 
that  ceremony  of  honour  intended 
him,  till  another  opportunity.  His 
majefty  thereupon  fent  out  to  him 
his  o-ood  wiihes  for  a  prosperous  and 
fuccefsful  cruife. 

We  may  fuppofe  a  great  deal  of 
the  indulgence  fiiewn  in  this  late  af¬ 
fair  by  the  court,  was  owing  to  the 
naive  intereft  Mr.  Walker  made  on 
the  occafion,  through  Sir  Benjamin 
Keene  and  feme  Portuguefe  noble¬ 
men,  who  had  vifited  him  during  the 

time  of  our  refitting,  which  has  fixed 

no 
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no  little  or  invaluable  privilege  to  the 
Englifh  fubjedts. 

When  the  Ihips  were  quipped, 
feveral  Portuguefe  companies  came 
on  board  to  fee  them  ;  for  as  to  neat- 
nefs  and  order,  nothing  of  the  kind, 
could  be  fuperior.  Mr.  Walker  was 
alfo  particularly  honoured  in  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton, 
who  then  was  at  Lisbon  for  his  health. 
PLs  grace  frequently  took  the  pleafures 
of  the  water;  at  which  times;  during 
our  refitting,  Mr.  Walker  often  took 
the  opportunity  of  carrying  his  grace 
in  his  own  barge,  attended  by  others 
with  mulic,  &c.  We  have  heard  that 
IVfr.  Walker  has  at  home  been  cen- 
fured  for  an  elegance  in  his  frequent 
entertainments.  I  will  own  them  be¬ 
yond  the  ufual  rank  of  his  brother  fea- 
captains;  but  if  I  ma y  have  leave  to 
interpofe  my  own  judgment,  what  I 

2  always 
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alwaysadmitted  as  elegant  and  a  com¬ 
pliment  to  the  perfon  invited,  I  could 
never  cenfure  as  extravagant.  He  was 
always  happy  in  the  notice  of  people 
of  falhion,  and  no  wonder  if  others, 
who  envied  him  their  company, invent 
fomething  to  find  fault  with.  How¬ 
ever,  the  money  he  fpent  wasfolely  his 
own  j  and  the  greateit  entertainment 
he  made  was  on  the  occafion  of  our 
being  compleatly  equipped,  when  his 
grace  of  Hamilton  dined  on  boaro  . 
Mr.  Walker  had  five  barges  lying  at 
the  fhore  to  receive  him.  As  he  was 
upon  the  water,  he  was  faluted  by 
two  of  our  king  s  (hips,  which  were 
then  lying  in  the  river,  and  by  all  the 
fhips  of  our  own  fleet,  as  he  paded 
them.  The  falutes  were  with  the  fmall 
arms  and  manning  of  the  fhips ;  for, 
by  his  Portuguefe  majefty’s  orders, 

jio  great  guns  are  allowed  to  be  fired 

above 
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above  the  caftle  of  Belem.  When 
the  duke  came  in  profpedl  of  the 
King  George,  we  appeared  with  only 
our  common  enfign,  jack,  and  pen¬ 
nant  flying  ;  but  as  he  drew  near, 
the  men  being  placed  all  over  the 
feveral  parts  of  her  on  the  flays,  yards, 
bowfprit,  fhrouds,  and  gunnels,  with 
the  different  and  various  colours  of 
all  the  maritime  nations  of  the  world 
rolled  up  in  their  hands,  at  the  beat 
of  a  drum  let  them  all  fly  in  an  in- 
flant  j  which  hid  the  fhip  in  a  fudden 
metamorphofis,  as  in  an  heap  of  paint¬ 
ed  waves,  and  made  an  appearance 
in  the  tranfltion  very  beautiful  and 
flriking.  At  which  his  grace  ex- 
prefled  a  pleafure  that  would  have 
complimented  a  performance  of  greater 
merit;  nor  was  his  politenefs  lefs  ex- 
preflive  as  to  other  parts  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment. 

H  3 
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If  it  may  not  be  thought  too  tedious 
a  delay  to  flop  the  reader  for  an  ac¬ 
count  of  a  very  odd  and  ftrange  exor- 
cifm,  or  calling  out  of  a  devil,  which 
we  were  witnefies  to,  we  will  give  a 
defcription  of  it  for  its  novelty. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  fo  many  of 
our  remarks  concerning  thefe  coun¬ 
tries  are  touching  religion  ?  We 
anfwer,  that  in  thofe  Romilh  coun¬ 
tries  of  Europe,  it  is  the  chief  thing 
attracts  notice ;  other  cuftoms  and 
manners  being  much  the  fame  as 
with  us.  Indeed  it  is  the  moll  ufe- 
ful  charadteriflic  to  be  remarked  to 
our  countrymen,  as  in  our  fuperio- 
rity  to  it  chiefly  confitls  our  fuperio- 

rity  over  them.  We  fhall  therefore 
tell  it  very  fhortly. 

Mr.  Walker  attended  his  grace 
of  Hamilton,  in  a  tour  or  par¬ 
ty  oi  pleafure,  about  twenty-five  or 

thirty  ■ 
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thirty  miles  from  Lisbon,  to  Maffra 
and  Sentrin:  at  the  firft  of  which 
places,  is  the  greateft  and  molt  beau¬ 
tiful  palace  of  modern  architecture 
in  the  known  world,  being  a  palace, 
convent,  and  church,  all  in  one, 
built  of  white  marble,  highly  polifn- 
ed  on  the  infide,  and  reckoned  to 
have  coft  upwards  of  ten  millions 
fterling.  At  the  laft,  is  anotner  of 
extream  Gothic  antiquity,  and  ef- 
teemed  a  work  of  equal  curiofity  of 
its  kind,  having  been  built  by  the 
Moors  when  they  were  in  poffeffion 
of  the  country.  In  which  is  a  laige 
hall  of  great  extent,  wherein  are  fome 
hundreds  of  marble  pihais,  through 
which  they  ufeu  to  perform  their 
Moorifh  dances.  The  duke,  alter 
taking  an  attentive  review  01  boJ\ 
thefe  ftru&ures,  and  their  feveral  cu- 
riofities,  returned  to  Lisbon.  Mr. 

H  4  Wal- 
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alker  and  Tome  of  his  company 
went  forward  to  Calcavello,  where 
w’as  a  prieflr  famous  for  carting  out 
devils  ;  we  were  obfervers  of  the  ce¬ 
remony,  it  being  performed  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  church.  The  fubjedt  he  worked 
©n  was  a  young  woman,  who  in  one 
feme  was  no  impoftrefs,  as  (lie  cer¬ 
tain;’/  imagined  nerfelf  inwardly  pof- 
veiled  with  an  evil  demon.  But  how 
the  fpirit  came  there  was  as  certain¬ 
ly  owing  to  the  prepoffeffions  of  the 
prieft  himfelf,  who  purpofedly  terri¬ 
fied  the  poor  creature  into  a  belief  of  it. 

The  occafion  was  this  :  a  family 
in  the  place  being  fuperftitioufly  af- 
fedted  at  fome  accidents  happening 
in  the  houfe,  imagined  it  poflefled 
with  a  devil,  and  fent  for  a  prieft  to 
turn  the  devil  out.  The  prieft  fearch- 
ing  the  houfe  for  him,  at  laft  found 
him  in  the  maid-fervant.  She,  na¬ 
turally 

.  * 
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turally  alarmed  thereat,  and  frightened 
to  a  degree  of  terror,  which  reaches 
near  the  borders  of  frenzy,  could  not 
help  feeling,  what  he  faid  he  faw  and 
converfed  with  in  her ;  and  at  this 
operation,  to  which  fire  was  publickiy 
brought,  it  was  he  faw  and  fpoke  to 
the  devil  in  her,  not  Hie  who  com¬ 
plained  ;  he,  with  fudden  ftartings, 
frequently  crying  out,  that  the  de¬ 
vil  was  now  here  in  her,  now  there. 
Then  he  made  pretences  of  whifper- 
ing  him ;  whilft  at  every  word  or 
touch,  the  poor  terrified  creature  shud¬ 
dering  in  belief,  fhrieked  with  fearj 
or  feared  from  her  fenfes,  dropt  into 
fwoons,  or  fell  into  fits  or  agonies  of 
laughing,  weeping,  or  convulfed  in- 
fenfibility.  All  which  was  beheld 
with  admiration  by  the  crowd,  as 
the  violent  tearings  and  work¬ 
ings  of  the  fpirit.  When  fhe  re- 

H  5  _  covered 
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covered  from  the  fit,  he  was  ready  to 
throw  her,  ftill  frightened  and  tremb¬ 
ling,  into  another;  till  at  laid,  judging 
by  her  paflions (of  which  he  feemed 
a  cunning  mafter,  and  in  which  his 
whole  fecret  appeared  to  us  to  con- 
fifi)  when  was  the  proper  time  to 
produce  the  devil,  he  pulled  him,  as 
he  faid,  with  a  roar  out  of  her  mouth, 
and  faw  him  fly  away,  being  the  on¬ 
ly  man  in  the  company  who  did. 
The  poor  girl,  fatisfied  that  the  fpirit 

•  t 

was  gone,  began  to  recover  ;  but  was 
fo  weak  and  enfeebled,  that  I  dare  fry 
fire  took  a  woman’s  full  time  in  fuch 
re-eftablifhm'ent  of  herfelf  after  this 


her  delivery.  The  prieftwas  thought  to 
have  done  a  great  work,  and  was  al- 
mo(l  worshipped  by  the  believingmul- 
titude,  as  having  performed  an  apof- 
tolic  miracle.  In  which  pretence  he 
run  no  rifque  of  being  detected  of  im- 
i  pofture 
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podurej  for  if  he  had  drove  his  pa¬ 
tient  into  madnefs,  he  had  dill  been 
fafe  from  the  imputation,  or  even  fup- 
poiition  of  fuch  practice  ;  as  the  mad¬ 
nefs  would  have  been  atrributed  to 
the  great  power  the  devil  had  over 
her,  which  again  would  have  been 
afcribed  to  her  own  fin. 

The  cheat  was  fo  very  palpable  to 
us,  that  I  cannot  fav  whether  we 
were  moved  more  with  anger  at  the 
villany  of  the  pretending  pried:,  or 
pity  at  the  blinded  belief  of  the  by- 
danding  people.  But  in  the  doubt 
where  to  fix,"  we  foon  dropt  our  paf- 
fions,  and  recalled  our  thoughts  to  a 
confideration  of  ourfelves  in  thanks 
to  God,  who  had  brought  us  into  this 
world  under  his  happier  difpenfation, 
or  light  of  reafon.  'I  he  profpeft  of 
our  enlightened  country  appeared  be¬ 
fore  us ;  and  we  faw  what  we  hope 
each  individual  in  it  will  believe,  that 
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a  Britifh  peafant,  born  to  liberty  of 
mind,  as  well  as  perfon,  is,  in  his 
own  Hate,  a  more  noble  exigence  of 
man  than  the  rich  potentates  of  thofe 
countries,  whofe  minds  have  fubmitt- 
ed  from  their  youth  to  have  the  chains 
and  {hackles  of  prejudice  and  fuper- 
ftition  put  upon  them,  and  which 
they.muft  ever  after  wear  and  drag 
on  in  old  age,  as  the  Haves  of  prieftly 
impofition,  and  of  its  aflociate,  ty¬ 
ranny  ;  for  the  lofs  of  the  mind’s  free¬ 
dom  is  the  certain  confequence  of 
the  general  lofs  of  liberty.  Hence  let 
every  human  being  of  Britain  know, 
how  great  a  treasure  they  have  to  de¬ 
fend  in  their  own  country  :  for  fhould 
we  know  its  lofs,  the  forfeiture  of 
life  would  appear  an  eafy  price  of  re- 
purchaiing  that  natural  right  of  our 
exigence,  to  hand  it  down  a  bleffing 
to  pofteiity  ;  which  they  have  alfo  a 
further  right  in,  as  we  received  it 
from  our  fathers. 


_ 


CHAP.  VII. 


The  entire  lofs  of  the  Prince  Edward 
tender.  Taking  the  St.  Juan  Bap- 
tifta.  An  account  of  the  vice-roy 
on  board.  Taking  two  Spanifh 
fettees.  And  the  engagement  with 
the  Gloriofo,  a  Spanifh  man  of  war.' 


And  our  return  to  Lisbon 


FRIDAY,  July  the  10th  1747, 
O.  S.  the  commodore  made  fig- 
nal  to  weigh.  Our  fleet  were 


Private  Ships  of  War. 


The  King  George.  Commodore. 
Prince  Frederick. 

Duke. 

Princefs  Amelia. 

Prince  George. 


Prince  Edward  Tender.  Fred.  Hamilton.  J 

in  the  whole  one  hundred  and  four¬ 
teen  carriage  guns,  befides  fwivels, 
and  a  compleat  thoufand  men.  Next 


day 
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day  we  proceeded  to  our  ftation,  which 
was  to  cruife  between  Cape  Cantin 
on  the  Barbary  coaft,  and  Cape  St. 
IViary  s  on  the  Portugueze. 

But  almoft  as  foon  as  we  got  to  our 
ftation,  a  fatal  accident  happened  the 
Pi  ince  Edward  tender;  for  on  the 
thirteenth,  having  the  day  before  feen 
a  large  fleet  of  fhips  to  the  number  of 
twenty,  and  being  in  clofe  chace  of 
them,  as  fhe  crouded  fail  after  us,  we 
faw  her  on  a  fudden  reel  ftrangely  in 
tne  water,  and  then  founder  ftern  fore- 
moft,  contrary  to  all  other  fhips  in 
finking,  as  they  generally  go  down 
by  the  head.  All  the  boats  were  got 
out  as  foon  as  poffiblej  but  notwith- 
ftanding  every  afiiftance,  the  only 
perfons  faved  were  Mr.  Hamilton  and 
two  men,  who  kept  themfelves  above 
water  by  their  own  fwimming,  till  the 
boats  got  to  them  ;  all  the  reft  pe- 

rifhed  i 
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riffied  to  about  ten.  Surprizing  it  is 
to  think  how  deficient  our  common 
feamen  in  general  are  in  that  exer- 
cife,  To  very  eflential  to  their  profef- 
fion  !  This  fad  cataftrophe  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  her  mainmaft  darting  out 
of  the  ftep  in  which  it  was  placed, 
not  having  had  diffident  hold  there- 
•  of ;  for  by  the  draining  of  it  in  croud- 
ing  fail,  the  heel  flipt  out,  and  then 
the  mad  again  plunging  downwards 
by  the  weight  of  the  ffirouds  and 
fails  upon  it,  run  through  her  bot¬ 
tom,  and  funk  her  indantly ;  the 
weight  of  the  mad  dipping  back¬ 
wards,  fending  her  down  by  the  dern 
as  before  defcribed.  The  fhips  we 
were  in  chace  of  proved  to  be  a  fleet 
of  Dutchmen,  under  convoy  of  two 
men  of  war  of  fixty  guns  each,  from 
Malaga  to  Lisbon. 


Watching.- 
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Watching  in  our  flation  about  12 
i-  '  o’clock  at  noon,  Auguft  the  ninth, 
//<>'  wind  N.  N.  E.  Cape  Spartel  bearing 
L.  by  N.  diflant  about  eight  leagues, 
our  Hup  was  all  on  a  fudden  becalm¬ 
ed,  and  as  it  were,  ftruck  motionlefs. 
Every  (hip  alfo,  as  they  came  up 
one  after  another,  having  the  wind 
with  them  to  the  fpot  where  we  lay 
-becalmed,  the  moment  they  reached 
us,  dropt  their  fails,  and  there  we  all 
lay  as  in  a  regular  line  of  battle.  As 
not  a  ruffle  moved  along  the  furface, 
the  fea  became  an  intire  mirror,  and 
fo  continued  moft  of  the  next  day  ; 
which,  though  afceneof  furprizing 
beauty  from  the  fflllnefs  of  the  whole, 
and  the  clear  reflection  of  the  fflins 

1 

and  their  breathlefs  pennants  in  the 
water,  yet  the  time  appeared  tedious 
even  to  an  irkfomenefs,  and  our  own 

fllence 
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filence  at  the  occafion  feemecPto  join 
the  deep  of  nature.  The  very  mufic 
loll  its  fweetnefs  and  grew  infipid, 
and  every  attempt  in  it  to  fprightlinefs 
in  power  failed  j  which  ftrews  us 
the  unhappinefs  cf  an  inactive  (late, 
and  that  man  is  formed  to  be  employ¬ 
ed.  When  the  wind  fprung  up,  a 
tranfport  in  us  rofe  with  it  at  our 
releafe  from  inactivity,  as  at  being 
fet  free  from  an  imprifonment. 

At  this  time  we  ftruck  a  dolphin, 
which  was  not  ufual  here,  it  be¬ 
ing  always  in  purfuit  of  the  flying 
fi(h,  who  moftly  frequent  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  and  Weft-Indies;  and 
who,  to  avoid  him,  will  often  light 
upon  the  decks  of  (hips.  The  dol¬ 
phin  as  it  dies  changes  to  a  thoufand 
varying  colours  of  exquifite  fire  and 
beauty.  From  its  boldnefs  or  fami¬ 
liarity  in  following  drips,  the  old  fable 
-  •  of 
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of  its  great  love  to  mankind  may  have 
taken  rife  :  but  as  painters  in  the  tra¬ 
dition  of  its  figure  which  they  have 
handed  down  to  us,  feein  to  have  mif- 
taken  its  fhape,  defcribingit  more  like 
the  leal,  dog-he.aded  and  high-backed  - 
(whereas  it  is  fhaped  mod  like  the 
falmon,  only  longer  and  thinner)  we 
may  juflly  conclude  the  name  has 
been  mifufed  or  wrong  applied. 
Some  people  conjedure,  that  the  fifh 
meant  by  the  dolphin  is  the  porpoife, 
which  fpecies  is  equally  familiar,  and 
will  follow  a  fhip  in  great  numbers 
for  feveral  days ;  and  which,  from  its 
roll  or  play  in  the  water,  always  ap¬ 
pears  curved,  though  a  flraight  fifh  in 
itfelf  :  befides,  the  dolphin  is  of  deli¬ 
cate  flavour  and  very  wholefome, 
which  the  others  are  not.  This 
feems  alfo  to  corroborate  the  above 
fuppofition  ;  for,  to  my  befl:  recollec- 
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tion,  we  have  never  heard  of  the 
ancients  eating  the  dolphin,  and  they 
feemed  to  fearch  the  earth,  air,  and 
feas  for  delicacies,  with  equal  skill  as 
the  moderns.  But  what  moft  of  all 
favours  the  conjecture  is,  that  the 
true  dolphin  is  feldom  feen  in  the 
Mediterranean,  whereas  the  porpoifes 
roll  there  in  great  numbers. 

On  the  night  of  the  feventeenth, 
the  Prince  George  tender  did  not 
anfwer  the  falfe  fires  made  from  the 
reft  of  the  fleet,  and  being  miffing 
the  next  morning  and  the  fucceeding 
days,  we  imagined  that  through  fome 
diftrefs,  fhe  had  turned  back,  or  put 
into  port.  This  was  the  greater  lofs  to 
us  on  account  of  the  former  accident 
to  the  Prince  Edward,  as  we  had  in 
frequent  fervices  experienced  the  ufe 
of  thefe  fmall  tenders. 

On 
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10  (am^  On  the  twentieth,  about  ten  in  the 

I'liV'j  •  morning,  in  fight  of  the  Barbary 
coaft,  we  faw  a  ftrange  fail  to  lee¬ 
ward,  and  made  fignals  for  chafing  : 
but  there  being  little  or  no  wind,  we 
gained  on  her  very  flowly  all  that 
day.  In  the  evening,  we  hoifted  out 
the  barge  and  yawl,  and  fent  them 
after  her,  left  {he  fhould  alter  her 
courfe  in  the  night :  fo  did  the  Prince 
Frederick  and  the  Duke  theirs.  At 
five  in  the  evening  our  yawl  re¬ 
turned,  not  being  able  to  keep  a- 
head  of  the  fhip :  we  were  ftill  out 
of  reach  of  the  chafe,  but  at  eight 
the  barges  got  up  with  her,  when  {he 
fired  two  {hots  at  them,  which  they 
returned  with  their  fmall-arms  ;  but 
in  an  hour  after,  we  loft  fight  both  of 
our  barges  and  the  chafe,  they  bear¬ 
ing  W.  S.  W.  about  two  miles  dif- 
tance  ;  for  now  the  wind  frefhened, 

and 
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and  the  weather  grew  cloudy.  Vio¬ 
lent  lightnings  alfo  came  on,  fo  as 
frequently  to  fet  the  whole  air  at  once 
in  a  flalh  of  fire.  At  other  times  we 
faw  the  lightning  at  fome  diftance 
pour  down  from  the  skies  in  pointed 
ftreams  of  fire,  and  the  claps  of  thun¬ 
der  broke  fo  loud  and  near  us,  as 
made  the  fcene  terrible.  Whether 
from  the  found  itfelf,or  diftantecchoes 
of  it  I  cannot  fay,  but  the  noife 
fometimes  feemed  below  us,  which 
brought  to  my  recolle&ion,  at  once, 
the  defcription  and  folution  of  the 
like  circumftance,  of  a  ftorm  in  the 
y£neid,  where  it  fays,  “  The  poles 
thundered”.  Thank  God!  we  had 
here  but  half  of  that  defcription 
‘  to  encounter,  the  wind  not  rifing  to 
any  violence.  About  midnight  it 
grew  exceeding  dark  :  we  and  the 

other  fhips  made  falfe  fires  for  our 

6  barges. 
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barges,  which  were  anfwered  by 
fome  of  them.  A  little  afterwards 
the  Duke’s  barge  fell  in  with  the 
Prince  Frederick,  and  they  hoifted 
her  in  :  the  next  morning  we  faw 
the  chafe  again,  and  our  barge  at¬ 
tending  her,  but  no  fight  of  the 
Prince  Frederick’s,  wherein  were  fif¬ 
teen  of  the  beft  failors  of  the  fhip : 
but  as  by  the  commodore’s  orders,  all 
boats  fent  upon  thefe  expeditions, 
conftantly  took  with  them  a  ftore  of 
water,  fome  provifions,  and  a  com- 
pafs,  in  cafe  of  lofing  the  flfips  by 
night  or  fogs ;  fo  it  was  hoped  that 
thefe  poor  fellows  being  provided 
with  all  thefe  neceffaries,  would  make 
fome  place  of  fafety. 

About  fix,  we  came  up  with  the 
chafe  ,  who  did  not  ftrike  her  colours 
till  the  Prince  Frederick  had  fired  a 
fourth  gun  at  her,  which  appeared 

the 
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the  more  perverfe  as  the  fleet  was  in 
view.  She  was  the  St.  Joan  Baptifla, 
burthen  eighty  tons,  a  Spanifh  tartan, 
from  the  Canaries  bound  to  Cadiz, 
with  money  and  cocoa  ;  which  cargo 
was  faid  to  be  part  of  the  treafure  of 
the  Hector  and  Henry,  the  very  fhips 
which  we  before  mentioned,  we  were 
originally  intended  to  go  in  quefl  of. 
Her  money  was  not  above  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds;  but  her  other  cargo 
was  rich.  The  money  was  put  on 
board  the  King  George,  and  the  co¬ 
coa  and  other  valuable  effedfs  on 
board  the  other  fhips ;  and  Mr.  Ha¬ 
milton,  who  before  had  the  command 
of  the  Prince  Edward  tender,  was 
put  on  board  the  prize  with  a  proper 
number  of  men.  The  captain  of 
her  was  a  Frenchman,  who  with  two 
Spanifh  gentlemen,  paffengers,  came 

on  board  the  commodore.  One  of 

them 


,  ,ir?  .  i&’t  *****  • 

_ 


1 68  Commodore  Walker’s 

them  was  a  vice-roy,  a  man  of  great 
fortune,  who  as  the  higheft  in  rank 
was  moft  humble  of  any  through  a 
fenfe  of  the  civilities  he  received, 
and  moft  ready  in  acknowledging 
them. 

But  the  firft  care,  after  fecuring 
the  prize,  was  to  fend  in  fearch  of 
the  poor  fellows,  who  were  miffing  ; 
wherefore  the  commodore  difpatched 
captain  Hamilton  in  the  prize  to  the 
firft  port  on  the  Portuguefe  fhore,  with 
letters  of  credit  to  be  forwarded  for 
them  to  the  feveral  correfpondents  at 
Faro,  Cadiz,  and  Gibraltar,  in  hopes 
that  they  had  got  hold  of  feme  part 
of  that  fhore  :  and  in  cafe  they  had 
been  obliged  to  put  over  to  the  Mo¬ 
rocco  coaft,  he  likewife  gave  further 
dire&ions  to  the  lafl  correfpondents 
to  forward  letters  of  credit  to  Sallee 
;  and  Santa  Cruz ;  and  himfelf  follow¬ 
ed 
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ed  with  the  fleet,  intending  to  water 
at  Faro. 

On  the  next  day  we  chafed  three 
large  fail  of  flaps.  They  were  the 
Jerley  man  of  war,  captain  Hardy, 
the  Spence  floop,  and  Enterprise  ; 
who  gave  us  the  agreeable  news  of 
their  having  met  the  Prince  Georye 
tender,about  eight  days  before  off  Cape 
St.Mary’sj  and  two  days  afterwards  we 
received  an  account  by  another  chafe, 
tnat  flie  anu  t  h  e  Far  t  a  n  prize  we  re  both 
fare  at  Faro.  The  fame  day  alfo,  the 
Prince  Frederick  received  the  news,  by 
a  {hip  the  met,  of  her  barge  being  fafe 
with  all  her  crew,  at  a  Spanifli  port 
aboUu  ten  leagues  to  the  eaffward  of 
taro,  called  High-mount.  They  had 
been  feparated  from  our  {Lips  in  that 
dreadful  night,  by  a  hurricane,  which 
caught  them  in  particular  ;  and  were 
out  at  fea  eight  days  and  nights,  be- 

Vol.IL  I  °  w 
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fore  they  reached  the  fhore  :  fo  that 
it  was  the  great  goodnefs  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  which  foretold  them  to  take 
fuch  provifions  with  them  as  they 
did.  For  as  it  was,  they  were  drove 
to  the  greateft  hardfhips  and  terrors 
of  mind,  not  having  a  morfel  left 
them  for  the  laft  day  before  they  faw 
land,  except  fome  water  and  brandy, 
after  having  fcanted  themfelves  to  a 
poor  pittance  for  the  former  days ; 
and  at  laft  they  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  themfelves  prifoners  to  an  ene- 
my’s  country. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  commo- 
fV/,  V  dore  ftood  in  for  Faro  to  water, 
wher\  the  Prince  George  joined  us. 
Flere  we  righted  our  fhips,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Lagos  Bay,  on  purpofe  to 
land  there  the  Spanifh  gentlemen, 
captain  and  prifoners.  Thecommo-. 
dore  fent  with  the  vice-roy,  as  a 

compli- 


compliment  of  a  guard,  an  equal 
number  of  the  Spanilh  prifoners,  to 
be,  when  got  to  High-mount  (as  it 
was  the  firft  Spanilh  town  in  his  way 
homeward)  exchanged  for  our  men. 
And  alfo  begged  him  to  deliver  fome 
letters  of  credit,  which  carried  orders 


to  come  round  to  him  at  Lisbon ; 


come  to  Faro. 

This  gentleman,  when  aboard, 
took  great  plealure  in  obferving  the 
behaviour  and  cuftoms  of  the  com¬ 
mon  feamen,  and  expreffed  his  ap¬ 
probation  of  many  particularities  in 
them,  not  out  of  meer  complaifance, 
but  always  giving  very  fenfible  rea- 
fons  for  his  lemarks.  One  oblerva— 
tion  among  many,  much  fuperior  to 
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if,  tho’  too  tedious  to  be  here  intro¬ 
duced,  I  cannot  help  remarking  for 
the  common  familiarity  of  it  to  us ; 
efpecially  as  a  contrary  reafoning  on 
the  fame  fubjedthas  generally  feemed 
to  take  place. 

It  was  always  Mr.  Walker’s  rule 
to  promote  as  much  exercife  as  pof- 
fible  among  the  men,  by  planning 
out  various  diverfions  for  them  which 
created  fweating  :  being  convinced, 
that  the  fea-fcurvy  increafed  itfelf,  or 
took  moft  root  in  a  fluggifh  blood  ; 
and  that  by  frequent  moderate  perfpi- 
rations,  thofe  falts  might  be  worked 
off,  or  melted  by  fweating,  which 
would  otherwife  corrode,  or  fix 
themfelves  in  a  matter,  which,  fo  let 
to  rdf,  would  in  a  little  time  grow 
too  heavy  or  hard  to  be  pufhed  or 
wafhed  off.  However  right  his  opi-. 
nion  may  be,  he  by  this  pra&ice  al- 
2  ways 
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ways  kept  his  men  in  every  ffiip 
fvveet  and  healthful.  A  cafe  of  foils 
always  lay  on  the  quarter-decks  for 
the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  officers, 
and  cudgels  lay  on  the  other  decks 
for  the  common  men.  At  which, 
all  took  their  turns.  Our  Spaniffi 
gentleman  was  mod:  delighted  at  the 
cudgel-playing,  which  was  frequent¬ 
ly  performed  on  purpofe  before  him 
by  our  beft  mafters  of  the  art.  As 
fometimes  a  broken  head  was  a  proof 
of  the  mafterffiip,  or  the  end  of  the 
entertainment  ;  when  he  faw  the 
blood  come,  and  the  wounded  man 
in  fuch  good  humour  with  the  con¬ 
queror,  as  immediately  to  ffiake 
hands  and  drink  together  (which  was 
the  cuftom)  he  always  lifted  up  his 
eyes  with  amazement  and  admiration, 
and  faid,  that  “  he  defired  no  greater 
indance  than  that  one  low  particu- 

I  3  ,  hr 
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hr  of  two  the  greateft  inherent  vir¬ 
tues  which  could  blefs  a  people  in 
general,  namely,  courage  and  gene- 
rofity  of  foul  ;  and  that  from  this 
common  circumftance  he  was  fully 
convinced  of  the  peculiar  greatnefs 
of  the  nation.  With  us,  fays  he, 
the  grandfon  of  the  man  who  had 
loft  blood,  would  have  owed  a  fe- 
cret  grudge  to  the  children  of  the 
other,  who  had  drawn  it ;  and  in  all  • 
probability  would  fome  time  or  other 
take  an  unfair  opportunity  of  a 
bloody  revenge.” 

If  the  reader  has  gained  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  gentleman’s  fenfe,  and 
will  not  think  a  ubry  from  him  of 
himfelf  an  interruption  to  thepre- 
fent  builnefs  ;  I  fhall  venture  to  re¬ 
late  one  after  him,  in  as  good  a 
manner  as  I  can.  If  the  reader  fhould 
think  that  in  fome  parts  it  puts  on  the 

air 
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air  of  a  romance  ;  I  beg  he  may  not 
charge  me  with  fuch  tafte  of  writing, 
but  confider  the  perfons,  who  are  the 
the  adfors  in  it :  whofe  country’s  fa- 
vovrite  paffion  is  iove.  In  which,  as 
of  all  people  in  the  world  they  are 
raoft  reftrained  m,  fo  are  they  of 
molt  fcheming  and  venturous  in  pur¬ 
suing  it.  The  dory  was  introduced  by 
fome  enquiry  we  made  about  the 
earthquake  at  Lima. 

“  To  tell  you  my  true  lodes,  fays 
he,  I  muff  begin  very  far  back,  even 
from-  my  infancy.  My  father  was 
vice-roy  or  governor  of  the  place,  of 
which  I  at  prefent  am.  Dying,  whilil 
I  was  very  young,  he  left  me  and 
my  mother, with  all  his  effects  (which 
were  perfonal  and  ver^conliderable) 
in  the  care  of  the  next  great  man 
of  the  place  ;  who,  by  having  been 
long  in  fome  public  office  there,  had 

I  4  a  mailed 
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amafTed  a  furprifing  fortune  of  the 
like  kind :  for  Europeans,  who  fill 
thofe  great  offices,  feldom  realize  in 
the  country  the  profits  they  make 
ky  it.  This  gentleman  did  not  dis¬ 
charge  the  truft,  which  my  father 
placed  in  him,  as  he  ought :  for,  in 
my  younger  days,  I  remember  to  have 
heard  my  mother  make  great  com¬ 
plaints  of  his  parfimony  in  his  allow¬ 
ances  to  her  and  myfelf,  as  not  con¬ 
fident  with  either  of  our  characters, 
and  injurious  to  the  education  I  ought 
to  have  received.  For  the  better  part 
of  which  I  was  totally  obliged  to  her 
particular  care  and  early  inftruCtion  of 
me ;  and  though  a  woman,  I  have  at 
this  day  no  reafon  to  complain  of  her 
tutorffiip  ;  as  ffie  was  in  the  firft 
place  a  perfon  of  ftrid  virtue,  and  had 
feveral  other  recommending  accom- 
plifmnents.  This  circumftance  of 

my 
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my  life  has  often  furnithed  me  with  a 
ftrong  power  of  reflecting,  how  very 
eflential  in  the  confideration  of  mar¬ 
riage  is  the  choice  of  a  wife  woman, 
even  beyond  beauty  or  fortune  ;  for 
in  cafe  of  any  ill  fate  or  accident  hap¬ 
pening  the  hufband,  fhe  can  then 
fupply  his  place  to  his  children.  The 
firfl:  flroke  of  ill  fortune  I  fuffered  was 
by  an  illnefs  fhe  wasfeized  with, which 
occafioned  her  death.  I  was  then 
a  youth  about  fourteen  years  old. 
Even  at  that  tender  age  her  death¬ 
bed  prognoflications  were  very  alarm¬ 
ing  to  me,  in  recommending  ftrongly 
to  my  example  the  merits  of  my  de- 
ceafed  father,  as  the  better  truft  for  a' 
future  livelihood  than  any  expecta¬ 
tions  of  a  fortune  in  my  guardian’s 
hands.  After  the  duties  of  her  fune¬ 
ral  wrere  performed,  the  firfl:  vifit  I 
paid  was  to  my  guardian,  deeply  af- 
feCted  with  the  impreflion  which  the 

I  5  words 
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words  of  my  dying  mother  had  made 
upon  me.  He  very  foon  took  occafion 
to  tell  me,  that  I  muft  now  think  of 
looking  out  for  fome  bulinefs  to  enter 
into, my  fortune  in  hishands  being, ashe 
faid,foveryfmalland.infignificant,thro’ 
the  extravagance  and  ill  condudtof  my 
father  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  threw  out 
fome  accufations  againft  him  for  his 
ISSSWr  generofity .1  had  ftrength  of  mind 
patiently  to  behold  myfelf  an  outcaft 
to  the  world.  I  had  temper  and  fpirit 
to  bear  and  defpife  the  avaritious 
fraud  of  fo  great  a  villain  :  but  tho’ 
I  did  not  remember  my  father,  yet 
having  heard  fo  many  people  talk  of 
his  virtues  to  me,  I  could  not  fubmit 
to  any  lie  or  infamy  to  be  fcratched 
on  the  fair  monument  of  his  fame.  I 
infulted  the  old  villain  as  a  liar  $  I 
accufed  him  of  fraud,  and  up¬ 
braided  him  with  ingratitude  to 

his  friend’s  remains.  In  fhort,  our 

paffions 
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pafTions  on  both  Tides  growing  equally 
high  (as  he  was  not  ufed  to  contra¬ 
diction)  we  took  up  weapons  againft 
each  other  ;  and  though  he  was  in 
years,  yet  confidering  my  boy-hood, 
the  match  had  in  it  no  ungenerous 
inequality :  however,  I  gained  much 
the  advantage  ;  and  when  his  fer- 
vants  with  his  daughter  (who  was  his 
only  child,  and  heir  to  all  his  fortune) 
interpofed,  my  hand  was  fattened  to 
his  throat,  and  I  believe  had  foon 
flopped  his  life  ;  but  on  her  appear¬ 
ance  I  dilengaged  me  from  my  hold, 
and  exculing  myfelf  to  her  in  a  man¬ 
ner  due  to  her  affinity  and  my  own 
juttincation,  retired.  I  then  applied 
to  fome  of  my  father’s  acquaintances 
for  affittance  to  recover  my  fortune, 
or  a  genteel  maintenance  out  of  my 
guardian  s  hands.  Every  one  almott: 
anfwered  me  in  dumb  fhew,  with 

I  -6 
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expreflive  fhrtigs,  or  commiferating 
fhakings  of  the  head.  Some  indeed 
went  fo  far  as  to  give  an  opinion, 
“  that  it  was  a  pity  my  father’s  foil 
fhould  be  put  to  any  neceflities  for  a 
genteel  living  and  one  or  two  pro- 
mi  fed  me,  that  they  would  fpeak  to 
him  for  fomething  to  be  done  in  my 
behalf;  but  when  I  waited  on  them 
again  for  their  anfwer,  I  was  upbraid¬ 
ed  by  them  for  my  pad  condudt,  in 
offering  to  lift  my  arm  againft  my 
guardian,  a  fecond  parent  ;  and  dif- 
milfed  with  a  coolnefs  that  told  me 
I  was  very  undeferving  of  favour. 
Under  thefe  circumftances  fitting  one 
morning  alone,  very  penfive,  a  young 
negro  girl  left  with  my  fervant  a  pre- 
fent  for  me  of  a  water-melon,  wrap¬ 
ped  up  in  a  fmall  bafket ;  and  went 
off  before  I  could  enquire  to  whom  I 
was  obliged.  Taking  it  out,  I  found 

it 
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it  very  heavy,  and  could  perceive  it 
had  been  cut  and  joined  together.  It 
owed  its  weight  to  a  large  prefent  of 
gold.  My  pride  here  got  the  better 
of  my  gratitude.  What,  faid  I,  am 
I  become  a  dependant  on  charity,  to 
be  fed  by  alms  ?  I  threw  it  on  the 
ground,  and  upbraided  my  fervant 
for  taking  it  in  ;  but  at  lad;  reafon 
gained  the  rule,  at  my  fervant’s  offer- 
ring  to  take  it  away  out  of  my  fight. 
I  took  it  up  myfelf,  and  put  it  to  its 
proper  ufes.  There  was  a  young 
gentleman  of  the  place,  a  man  of 
large  fortune,  my  intimate  and  ac¬ 
quaintance  :  he  was  in  love  with  my 
guardian’s  daughter,  to  whofe  court- 
fhip  (as  from  feveral  circumflances 
there  was  no  expectancy  of  gaining  a 
father’s  confent)  I  had  been  very  ad- 
miniflering  in  delivering  letters,  at  the 
frequent  vifits  of  bulinefs  or  ceremo- 
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ny  which  my  mother  ufed  to  pay  the 
houfe ;  for  fhe  always  carried  me 
with  her.  But  I  never  was  fo  fuc- 
cefsfulin  my  embalTy  as  to  bring  my 
friend  any  anfwer  back.  Though  I 
now  could  be  no  longer  his  affiflant, 
and  he  knew  it,  yet  I  imagined  this 
compliment  to  my  diftrefs  came  from 
him.  I  taxed  him  with  it :  he  ferioufly 
difclaimed  the  merit  of  it,  but  gene- 
roully  offered  me  his  friendfhip  in 
that  or  any  other  way  in  his  power  ; 
and  indeed,  he  was  the  only  folace 
of  converfation  and  familiar  of  fincere 
friendfhip  I  had  at  all  times  recourfe  to. 
I  on  the  other  hand  continued  the 
trufly  confidant  of  his  love,  and  was 
generally  his  attendant  to  the  filent 
window  at  night  of  his  beautiful  mif- 
trefs;  who  frequently  was  there  to  re¬ 
ceive  us,  and  in  her  addrefs  and  beha¬ 
viour  was  truly  amiable,  tho’  no  ways 


en- 
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encouraging  to  the  hopes  of  a  lover, 
even  to  be  complaifant  to  me,  not- 
withftanding  the  diforder  of  fpirits  my 
attack  on  her  father  had  thrown  her 
into,  which  I  heard  had  coft  her  a 
fit  of  illnefs.  But  amidfl  all  this 
friendfhip,  which  for  upwards  of  four 
years  was  uninterrupted  and  lively,  • 
I  never  once  was  reduced  to  the  blufh 
of  accepting  the  convenience  of  his 
purfe,  though  every  day  offered  it. 
My  ftill  unknown  benefadtor  attack¬ 
ed  me  a  thoufand  ways  with  a  like 
liberality,  and  took  me  every  time  un¬ 
guarded.  To  tell  the  many  and  ele¬ 
gant  ftratagems  made  ufe  of  to  deceive 
me  into  an  eafy  acceptance  of  fo  much 
bounty,would  take  up  more  time  than 
I  ought  to  trefpafs  on  you,  for  a  recital 
of  the  whole  ftory.  One  morning  I 
received  a  formal  challenge  from  a 
perfon,  unknown,  to  meet  at  a  certain 

fpot, 
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fpot,  but  to  bring  no  fecond.  I  went, 
and  at  the  appointed  place,  on  a  tree,- 
hung  a  writing  with  thefe  words  in 
a  woman’s  hand,  Strike  at  my  heart. 
I  went  to  take  it  down,  and  found  it 
only  the  outlide  label  of  a  weighty 
purfe  of  gold.  Alas !  faid  I,  fmiling, 
you  are  a  dangerous  enemy  to  en¬ 
gage  ;  and  I  own  you  have  before 
conquered  me :  however,  for  this 
once,  I  take  you  away  prifoner. 
Another  time  at  night  I  was  met 
by  a  Have,  who  rudely  and  fud- 
denly  threw  a  mantle  or  fhort  cloak 
over  my  head  and  face.  I  imagined 
an  aflaffination.  Villain,  faid  I, 
tearing  it  off  my  face,  and  drawing  my 
fword,  when  no  perfon  appearing,  I 
took  up  the  mantle,  which  was  a  fine 
piece  of  gold  and  filver  embroidery 
in  needlework,  with  thefe  characters. 
You  have  firuck  my  heart  and  ought  to 

be 


knit  purfes,  richly  filled.  Thefe  kind  ‘ 

of  prefents  grew  fo  familiar  to  me, 
that  I  infenfibly  began  to  conceive  I  j’: 

had  fome  angel-fieward  above,  who  3 

knew  all  my  necefiities,  and  provided  || 

accordingly  :  for  I  gave  a  loofe  to  i 

the  pleafurable  purfuits  of  youth,  al-  | 

mod  totally  negle&ing  my  guardian’s  | 

debt  to  me,  or  not  confidering  it  as  1 

any  part  of  my  dependance. 

One  day,  my  friend  came  to  me  j 

with  tranfports  in  his  eyes  and  gef-  a 

tures.  “  Read  that  letter,  fays  he,  from  j 

my  dear  Ifabella,”  throwing  it  on  my  | 

table.  When  I  took  it  up,  my  fur-  | 

prize  kept  equal  pace  with  his  joy,  ! 

not  fo  much  at  the  contents,  as  at  the  | 

hand,  which  I  knew  to  be  the  lame  ;| 

that  wrote  the  label  on  the  tree.  ]:• 

m 

However,  the  contents  were  fufficient 
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to  cover  all  my  confufion,  which  my 
countenance  exprelTed  at  it.  They 
gave  an  account  of  her  father  then 
lying  at  the  point  of  death,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  come  to  her  houfe  at 
a  certain  hour  that  night  in  a  prieft’s 
habit,  and  to  bring  me  with  him  dreft 
in  the  like  difguife,  when  we  fhould 
be  admitted  on  bufinefs  of  much 
importance.  We  attended  in  every 
particular  conforming  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  were  introduced  to  an  a- 
partment,  where  the  lady  made  her 
appearance,  and  with  great  grace  ad- 
dreffing  herfelf  to  my  friend,  faid, 
“  I  dare  fay  you  will  excufe  my  ask¬ 
ing  your  affiftance  in  this  private 
manner,  as  it  intends  the  fervice  of 
your  friend.  My  father  has  now 
entered  upon  his  laft  hour  of  intelli¬ 
gent  life,  being  now  in  his  fenfes, 
which  he  obtains  at  intervals  between 


very 


VOYAGES.  1&7 

very  violent  deliriums.  His  phyfi- 
cians  allure  me,  that  his  next  fit  of 
frenzy  will  be  his  end.  1  know  the 
high  demand  this  gentleman  has  on 
him  for  a  fortune,  which  for  fome 
purpofes,  of  which  I  am  ignorant,  has 
been  concealed.  I  mean  to  make  no 
excufes  for  my  father,  where  heaven 
has  taken  away  ail  excufe  by  giving 
fuch  abundant  bleffings  to  his  pe¬ 
culiar  (hare.  I  have  therefore  folli- 
cited  an  account  from  him  ;  but  he 
declines  giving  any  to  me,  faying,  he 
will  make  confefiions  of  it  to  his  fa¬ 
thers,  and  give  a  fufficient  reftitution 
to  them.  Now,  Sir,  as  I  am  willing 
to  do  ajuftice  to  this  injured  gentle¬ 
man,  I  confidered  that  the  church 
would  conceal  the  confefiion,  to  fe- 
cure  to  itfelf  the  gift  of  reftitution  ; 
and  as  my  father  is  now  fofar  (pent, 
as  not  to  be  able  to  difeover  the  fraud, 

which 
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which  I  mean  with  a  good  intention 
to  impofe  upon  him  ;  if  I  have  your 
confent  to  it,  I  will  admit  you  into 
the  chamber  to  take  his  confeffion  ; 
and  as  none  other  except  his  phy¬ 
sicians  have  been  admitted  to  him 
but  in  his  deliriums,  you  need  fear 
no  prefent  interruption  or  future 
detection.  If  you  fatisfy  yourfelves 
about  the  particulars,  as  to  the  for¬ 
tune,  you  may  depend  upon  my  after 
execution  of  what  is  juft;  and  I  dare 
fay,  I  fhall  do  his  foul  more  good  bv 
a  return  of  the  whole  to  the  proper 
owner,  than  by  any  gift  to  the  church 
of  a  part.”  This  was  fpoke  with  fuch 
a  tender  duty  for  a  dying  father,  as 
vifibly  revealed  in  her  a  fear  and  con¬ 
cern  for  his  having  done  amifs ;  at 
the  fame  time  it  fhewed  fuch  an  un¬ 
bounded  generofity  of  mind,  that  we 
could  not  but  admire  the  whole  with 
wonder  as  in  filence.  We  were  ac- 
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cordingly  admitted  into  the  chamber 
where  the  Tick  man  lay,  who  by  a 
glimmeringlight  wasfoeafily  deceived 
in  us  as  to  reveal  the  important  fecret. 
For  my  friend  played  the  prieft  ex¬ 
tremely  well;  and  being  a  man  of  hu¬ 
mour,  bartered  much  about  the  fum 
to  be  paid  to  the  church  in  the  place 
of  reftitution.  For  my  part,  I  was 
almoft  totally  filent,  but  oftentimes 
could  fcarcely  refrain  my  fmiles.When 
we  withdrew,  his  daughter  waited  to 
receive  us.  I  was  alcnoft  afraid  to  re¬ 
peat  the  fum  mentioned,  left  the 
largenefs  of  it  (as  it  was  very  confi- 
derable)  fhould  be  beyond  what  her 
generofity,  though  great,  had  intend¬ 
ed  to  beftow.  She  did  not  fhew  the 
lead  furprize  at  it;  but  telling  us  that 
flie  would  at  the  proper  time  ask  us 
to  a  more  public  vifit,  wifhed  us  good 
night,  as,  Ihe  faid,  {he  had  fome  cere¬ 


monies 
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monies  to  fee  difcharged  to  her  fa- 
Cner  in  his  next  return  of  frenzy, 
which  was  now  every  moment  ex¬ 
pected  ;  recommending  it  to  us  to 
keep  this  affair  in  the  mean  time  a 
fecret.  The  next  day  we  received 
<1  public  account  of  her  father’s  dying 
mad,  under  the  office  of  extream 
unCtion.  I  dare  fay  from  the  witnefs 
I  myfelf  was  to  his  latter  moments, 
that  the  frenzy  of  his  mind  was  but 
the  outfide  illnefs,  or  effeCt  of  a 
troubled  confcience  within. 

My  next  reflections  you  may  ima¬ 
gine  were  upon  the  paft  behaviour 
of  my  guardian  angel,  for  fuch  her 
appearance  in  her  whole  conduCt  was 
to  me. .  My  friend  was  greatly  alert 
and  elevated,  prethinking  her  his  fu¬ 
ture  bride  j  nor  did  his  generality  and 
love  for  me  envy  me  my  future  ex¬ 
pectations  of  fuch  a  promifed  fortune, 

di- 
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diminifhinghis  own  j  but  I  was  in  no 
fmall  pain  on  his  account.  I  was 
confcious  of  her  regard  for  me  in  the 
many  tokens  fent  with  the  multitude 
of  her  bounties.  I  could  then  plainly 
difcover  a  refervednefs  in  her  to  him 
in  our  late  interview,  and  well  ac¬ 
count  for  her  former  exadtnefs  of  ad- 
drefs  and  decorum  through  all  the 
pad,  flattering  myfelf  that  the  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  fhe  gave  him  of 
nightly  fcenes  at  her  window,  were 
owing  to  her  defire  of  my  company, 
and  fo  it  was.  The  time  was  not  long 
before  fhe  fent  for  us,  fooner  indeed 
than  we  could  fuppofe  her  affairs  in 
a  readinefs.  Our  invitation  was  to  an 
entertainment  where  were  many  of  her 
friends,  before  whom  fhe  took  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  acquainting  me,“  that  her 
father  before  his  death  had  mention¬ 
ed  to  a  friend,  that  fuch  a  portion  of 

his 


192  Commodore  Walker’s 

his  perfonal  effedfs  belonged  to  me  j 
but  that  fhe  believed  he  had  in  his 
paffion  deflroyed  mod:  of  my  papers 
on  receiving  the  late  affront  from 
me :  wherefore  if  I  was  content  with 
the  account, flie  wasready  to  returnit.” 
You  may  again  judge  my  happinefs, 
and  the  whole  company’s  approba¬ 
tion  and  wonder  at  her  beauteous 
conduit.  Even  my  friend  was  to  his 
coft  delighted  :  but  afterwards,  when 
the  firlt  lallies  of  my  joy  began  to  give 
way  to  reflection,  1  funk  into  a  fevere 
melancholy  and  thought  how  to  dis¬ 
charge  myfelf  with  honour  between 
love  and  liiendlhip.  You  cannot  be 
furprized,  if  1  fay,  I  fincerely  was  in 
love,  and  gratitude  alfo  threw  its  ftron- 
ger  bonds  on  my  inclinations.  I  bleffed 
my  late  that  had  lo  feparated  us  for 
the  paft  years,  left  by  growing  up 
with  her  perfections,  I  had  become  fo 

familiar 
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familiar  to  them  (which  is  often  the 
cafe  between  brother  and  lifter)  as  not 
to  feel  the  ftrong  notice  of  them ,  which 
I  did  by  being  awaked  at  once  into 
the  light.  I  faw  her  pallion  for  me 
at  every  inftance  difcover  itfelf,  and 
even  my  friend  now  began  to  think 
her  behaviour  too  referved  to  his 
courtfhip,  as  fhort  of  his  expectations, 
or  felf-promifes  of  her  favour ;  and 
perceiving  alfo  my  alteration  of  mind, 
he infifted, as  Ithoughf,with  ajealouly 
upon  knowing  the  caufe.  I  thought 
it  more  confident  with  our  friend— 
lhip  to  reveal  to  him,  that  it  was  up¬ 
on  his  account  I  had  entertained  any 
concern  at  myprefent  fortune,  and  dif- 
dofed  my  whole  bread:  to  him,  and 
my  opinions  of  her  love.  His  eyes 
were  opened  ;  he  faw  the  truth  as 
clear  as  I  did  ;  confulion  of  mind  and 
lofs  of  all  fenle  deprived  him  of  him- 
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felf,  He  fainted  in  myarms.  I  recover¬ 
ed  him  to  life,  but  not  to  his  fenfes  ; 
anger,  rage,  and  revenge  now  took 
place.  Hedrewhis  fword,  and  fhorten- 
ino  it  made  a  ftroke  at  me,  which  I 

O 

avoided,  and  with  the  utmoft  pity  took 
my  leave,  giving  him  over  to  time  to 
bring  his  diftempered  mind  to  health 
and  reafon.  But  his  frenzy  did  not 
leave  him  :  he  fpoke  aloud  his  com¬ 
plaints  againft  me,  asof  a  falfe  friend, 
who  had  robbed  him  of  his  .  o>’e.  He 
more  madly  fpobe  ot  the  late  tranf- 
a&ion  of  our  impofing  on  the  de- 
ceafed  father,  and  1  immediately  had 
notice  from  my  friends  to  prepare 
for  mv  efcape ;  for  upon  his  impiu- 
dent  difeovery,  the  power  of  the 
convent  would  otherwiie  have  taken 
hold  of  me  inftantly.  My  firft  thoughts 
of  providing  for  myfelf  were  foon 

changed  into  a  total  care  for  my  beau¬ 
teous 
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teous  guardian,  who  was  rather  more 
guilty  than  myfelf,  as  the  generous 
contriver  of  the  plot.  I  hafiened 
to  her,  revealed  our  mutual  dan- 
gei  with  the  freenels  of  an  approved 
lover ;  for  the  danger  put  by  all  cere- 
mony,  and  Are  in  like  manner  was 
furprized  into  the  fame  behaviour. 
The  alternative  was  to  Ay  away  toge¬ 
ther,  or  be  doomed  to  all  worldly 
adverfity,  if  we  ftakf.  We  engaged 
two  particular  friends  of  great  confe- 
quence  in  Arid  fidelity  to  us :  to  them 
we  conveyed  our  larger  boxes  of  trea- 
lure,  and  taking  with  us  all  our  jewels 
and  a  large  quantity  of  money,  We 
lert  Lima  in  the  night  with  a  man  and 
woman-fervant,  in  a  fwift  carriage. 
Our  friends  wifely  barricaded  both 
our  houfes,  and  deferred  them  ;  by 
diis  means  the  ceremony  of  bre ikin'? 
open  firft  the  one  and  then  the  ofiwr 
(as  the  fraternity  thought  we  mud  be 

^  2  con- 
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concealed  in  one  of  them)  took  up 
moft  of  the  next  day,  and  favoured 
our  efcape  ;  for  they  came,  as  ex- 
pedted,  and  perceiving  us  gone,  took 
pofleffion  of  both  our  houfes  and  all 
the  rich  furniture  in  them,  in  part  of 
retaliation  of  the  particular  fum  be¬ 
queathed  to  them  by  the  deceafed,. 
which  particular  alfo  our  frantic  friend 
revealed,  and  hereby  got  pardon  and 
abfolution  for  himfelf.  But  he  did 
not  enjoy  life  long  :  he  was  pitied  by 
fome,  defpifed  by  others,  hated  by 
himfelf, and  died  in  fome  months  after. 
Much  to  be  lamented  it  is,  that  when 
we  negledl  the  watch  over  ourfelves, 
our  paffions  often  take  fuch  ungovern¬ 
able  fire,  and  rage  over  the  fair  palace 

of  reafon  1 - In  twenty-four  hours 

we  were  feveral  leagues  on  our  way  to 
Panama,  from  whence,  as  our  defign 
was,  we  eroded  over  to  Porto-Bello, 
and  there  took  (hipping  for  Europe. 
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vVe  got  fafe  to  Spain.  It  would  be 
indulging  myfelf  too  unfairly  in  a  par¬ 
tial  entertainment,  were  I  to  tell  the 
various  fcenes,  through  which  we 
paffed  in  our  travels  with  the  greateft 
happinefs,  as  not  one  misfortune  at¬ 
tended  us  in  the  whole.  The  plea- 
fant  times  of  courtfhip,  the  alternate 
accounts  of  her  contrivances  in  fend¬ 
ing,  and  of  my  furprized  acceptances 
of  her  paft  favours,  and  our  mutual 
endeavours  to  be  agreeable  to  each 
other,  added  a  peculiar  pleafure  to 
ourfelves,  amidft  the  beautiful  variety 

of  fcenes ;  for  the  ftricteft  decorum  of 

» 

refpedt  was  on  my  fide  preferved,  and 
an  uncenfurable  conduit  on  hers.  We 
did  not  think  it  fafe  to  make  any  great 
flay  in  Old  Spain,  but  went  foon  to 
France,  and  from  thence  to  Holland. 
In  fhort,  we  were  the  happieft  pair, 
were  blelfed  with  lovely  children,  had 

K  3  feen 
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fcen  many  of  the  polite  courts,  fettled 
our  affairs  at  Lima  by  our  intereft  in 
Spain,  and  at  Salt  returned  thither  with 
the  principal  command.  I  mud  juft 
flop  to  tel!  you, that  the  terms  by  which 
we  made  peace  with  the  church,  were 
by  paying  down  the  real  fum  dipu- 
lated  between  my  friend  and  wife’s 
father  for  a  reditution.  I  cannot  but 
ftnile  even  now,  when  I  reflect  on  the 
acting  of  that  deceit.  Little  did  I 
then  think,  that  the  mockery  of  our 
increafing  the  dues  of  reditution,  as  a 
right  of  our  profeffion,  which  was 
then  a  matter  of  fuch  pleafantry, 
fhould  be  now  in  earned  paid.” 

Here  the  gentleman  made  a  full  flop 
as  at  having  concluded  his  ftory  :  and 
had  we  imagined  the  remaining  part 
to  have  been  fo  tragical  a  lcene,  after 
fo  pleafing  a  walk  of  entertaining  life, 
cur  good  nature  would  have  checked 

our 
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our  further  enquiry,  which  our  worfe 
bred  curiofity  was  too  forward  in  ask¬ 
ing. 

“  My  houfe,  fays  he,  though  land¬ 
ing  apart  from  the  refc  of  the  city, was 
a  large  ftrudture  in  itfelf,  fufficient  to 
effect  its  own  ruin.  At  the  time  of 
the  earthquake, which  happened  on  a 
fudden  upon  the  cleared  and  moft  tem¬ 
perate  day  which  the  skies  ever  feem- 
ed  to  Gonnpofe  as  a  hi c fling  to  man¬ 
kind,  I  was  in  a  hall  in  the  midft  of 
the  town  on  a  public  occaiion.  The 
univerfal  crack  burft  like  a  bolt  of 
thunder  on  the  ear  of  every  fenfe  ;  its 
rolling  noife,  as  itpaffed  off,  continued 
for  fome  minutes  of  time.  The  earth 
fhook,  and  kept  its  lit  of  trembling ; 
houfes,  churches,  whole  ftreets  of 
building  funk  or  tumbled  every 
way  in  ruins.  Walls  were  feen  to 
open  and  clofe  again  as  on  joints  ;  . 
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till  at  laft  the  whole  city  became 
a  mountain  of  rubbifh,  and  devour¬ 
ed  moft  of  its  inhabitants  with¬ 
in  its  own  bowels.  The  fea  joined 
in  the  common  depredation.  It  fwell- 
ed  over  the  ftreets  and  ruins ;  then,  as 
ftruck  with  the  general  terror,  it  run 
back  with  as  ftrong  a  reflux ;  then 
flowed  again  repeatedly,  till  it  at  laft 
fettled  like  a  balance  to  itfelf.  To  de- 
feribe  the  various  terrors  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  would  be  to  paint  fo  many  various  , 
faces,  but  all  held  in  this  one  opinion, 
that  it  was  the  laft  day  of  nature. 
Some  run  out  on  the  ftrand  after  the 
fea,  and  were  by  its  fudden  return  a- 
eain  inftantly  overwhelmed;  fome 
made  to  the  fields  and  country,  but 
moft  of  them  were  caught,  or  inter¬ 
cepted  in  the  ruins,  tumbling  on  their 
heads.  I  was  preferved  from  the 
falling  roof  of  the  hall,  by  a  kind  of 

arched 
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arched  canopy  over  my  head  ;  I  got 
clear  of  the  furrounding  heap  as  foon 
as  pofTible,  and  rulhing  through  all 
danger,  and  mounting  over  hills  of 
■  ruins,  I  found  my  way  unhurt  to  my 
own  home  j  which  afforded  hill,  if 
poffible,  a  more  heart-felt  fhcck  to 
that  part  of  human  nature  which  I 
fhared.  The  whole  was  a  ruined  heap  ; 
my  wife,  children,  and  fervants,  all  be¬ 
low  the  disfigured  mafs.  I  had  every 
affiftance  could  be  given,  and  we  re¬ 
moved  the  rubbifh  with  an  expedition 
that  fcarce  feemed  tedious  to  my 
eager  willies.  Out  of  five  children, 
heaven  faved  me  three,  who  are  now 
alive ;  my  wdfe  was  alfo  taken  up 
alive,  but  crufhed  and  wounded  be¬ 
yond  cure.  Here  you  may  judge  a 
fcene  of  tears ;  but  amidft  this  our  for- 
row,  her  pious  foul  faw  reafon,  for 
which  to  thank  the  heavenly  direc- 
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tor  of  all  things  that  fhe  lived  to  be¬ 
hold  me  preferved  to  defend  in  life 
our  remaining  children.  Her  death 
was  at  laft  fome  eafe  to  my  own 
heart;  as  it  put  a  being  out  ot  pain, 
whofe  better  place  of  exiftence  was 
to  be  in  happinefs.” 

Some  few  days  after  his  telling  this 
flory,  he  exprefling  much  curiofity 
about  the  manner  of  a  fea-fight,  Mr. 
Walker  ordered  a  general  exercife  of 
the  great  guns  of  our  own  and  the 
other  fhips,  that  is,  of  running  them 
out  to  take  aim,  and  in  again,  as  in 
an  engagement,  with  firing  of  the 
fmall  arms,  one  fliip  againft  another, 
other  times,  as  theymadethe  men  more 
/'/  Thefe  exercifes  we  alfo  pradifed  at 
regular  in  their  adions,  when  the  en¬ 
gagement  became  real.  The  com¬ 
modore  in  this  manner  gave  him  the 

reprefentation  of  a  fea-engagement, 

which 
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which  was  performed  by  all  the  fhips 
with  great  alacrity,  and  {hewed  the 
grandeur  of  fuch  adions  without  the 
terror.  At  this  and  fome  other  marks 
of  refped,  he  expreffed  great  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  pleafure  and  thanks ;  he 
afterwards  went  afhore  at  Lagos-Bay, 
as  betore-mentioned,  in  his  way  to  < 
High-mount, where  he  proved  a  faith¬ 
ful  minifter  in  obtaining  the  difcharge 

O  O 

of  our  men,  in  return  to  the  civilities 


he  had  received.— As  we  ftood  in  for 
Lagos-Bay,  with  little  wind,  we  law 
three  fettees  about  three  leagues  to  the 
weft  ward,  fuppofed  to  be  Spaniards. 
Vve  immediately  hoifted  out  our  bartre 

'  o 

and  yawl,  and  fent  them  in  purfuit  of 
them;  the  Prince  Frederick  alfo  fent 


both  her’s,  the  commodore  having 
given  her  the  Princefs  Amelia’s  barge- 
in  the  place  of  her  own.  In  the  even¬ 
ing,  about  eight  o’clock,  we  faw  o.ur- 
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boats  in  the  offing  return  with  two  of 
the  fettees,  being  Spaniards  ;the  other 
had  run  affiore  under  the  fort,  which 
fired  at  our  boats  to  prevent  their  pur- 
fuing.  Upon  our  firft  obferving  our 
boats  with  their  prizes,  our  ffiips  came 
to  an  anchor  the  Spaniards  had 
made  a  ftout  refinance,  which  deferv- 
ed  compliment  equally  fpeaks  the 
attack  as  bold  on  our  fide.  They  had 
one  man  killed  and  feveral  wounded 
we  had  two  lieutenants,  a  gunner, 
and  fix  other  men  wounded,  two  of 
whom  afterwards  died.  Our  barge 
brought  the  two  captains  on  board 
us  :  they  were  Catalonians,,  and  the 
prizes  were  the  St.  Mazine  and  St. 
Chriftopher  from  Barcelona,  bound 
to  Lisbon,  w'ith  raifins  and  filk  hand¬ 
kerchiefs. 

When  we  had  juft  finiffied  our 

watering,  O&ober  the  fixth,  the  laft 

and 
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and  mod:  fevere  engagement  happen¬ 
ed,  which  for  its  various  accidents 
and  cataftrophes  has  been  equalled  by 
few,  but  exceeded  by  none.  Mr. 
Walker  in  the  Bofcawen  had  before 
engaged  and  overcome  fix  armed 
Martinico  {hips  at  one  time,  yet  they 
were  each  inferior  to  him.  Here  he 
had  a  coloflus  fingly  to  encounter, 
whofe  fmalleft  ball  well  placed  was 
fufficient  to  have  fent  his  floating 
caftle  of  defence  to  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean.  But  to  our  ftory. 

O dtober  the  6th,  the  King  George 
and  Prince  Frederick  having  juft  com- 
pleated  their  watering,  and  coming 
out  clear  of  the  bay,  about  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  the  Prince  Frederick 
law  a  large  fail  under  her  lee-quarter 
{landing  to  the  northward,  towards' 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  the  wind  N.  E. 
Upon  which  the  commodore  threw 


out 
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out  the  fignal  for  chafing:  the  Prince 

Frederick  being  further  in  the  offing, 
keeping  to  the  fouthward,  whilffc  the 
commodore  endeavoured  to  get  be- 
tween  the  chafe,  and  the  land  tocut  her 
oil  from  thence;  and  feeing  her  afiiipof 
force,  difpatched  one  of  the  fettees, 
(whom  he  had  immediately  employed 
as  tenders)  to  the  Princefs  Amelia, 
which  was  the  only  flu  ip  that  had  not 
yet  finifihed  her  watering,  and  was  (fill 
at  an  anchor  in  the  bay,  with  orders 
for  captain  Riddel  to  weigh  his  anchor 
inftantly  and  follow  him,  which  he 
did.  The  Duke  and  Prince  George, 
which  fliips  were  the  firft  that  had 
compleated  their  watering,  having 
been  ordered  to  the  eafilward  to  cruife, 
were  now  in  fight; and  perceiving  the 
fignal  to  chafe,  they  continued  the 
puifuit  for  about  an  hour,  and  then 
ftrangely  brought-to,  contrary  to  the 
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repeated  fignals  thrown  out  by  the 
commodore.  The  chafe  by  this  con¬ 
duit  in  the  purfuit,  feeing  herfelf 
likely  to  be  hemned  in  by  the  two 
fhips,  the  King  George  and  Prince 
Frederick,  was  obliged  to  bear  away, 
making  ail  the  fail  fire  could  to  the 
weft  ward  j  without  doubt  taking  us  for 
larger  fhips  than  we  were,  whilft  we 
took  her  for  a  lets  than  fire  really 
was.  We  continued  in  this  purfuit 
for  upwards  of  five  hours,  at  which 
time  fhe  ilrewed  no  colours.  At  laft, 
about  i2  o’clock,  the  King  George 
came  up  with  her  ;  when  all  on  a 
fudden  it  fell  a  dead  calm,  in  which 
we  lay  within  gun-ftrot  of  each  other : 
the  Duke  and  Prince  George  were 
quite  out  of  fight,  the  Prince  Frede¬ 
rick  to  the  fouthward  aiio  becalmed, 
and  the  Princefs  Amelia  not  yet  come 
3  up. 
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up.  In  this  fituation  the  chafe  all  at 
once  hoifted  colours  and  run  out  her 
lower  tier  ;  when  we  perceived  her  a 
feventy  four  gun  fhip:  but  there  being 
little  or  no  wind  to  fpread  her  colours, 
we  could  not  diftinguifti  whether  they 
were  Spanifh  or  Portueguefe,.  We 
lay  in  fome  fufpence  what  to  make  of 
her ;  taking  her,  if  a  Spaniard,  to  be 
one  of  the  rich  homeward  bound  fhips 
expected  with  the  year’s  money  from 
the  Weft-Indies,  of  which  the  com¬ 
modore  had  intelligence;  but  with  this 
difference,  that  none  of  them  were 
Paid  to  exceed  fifty-four  guns.  Whilft 

we  lay  thus  in  view  of  each  other,  not 
yet  confirmed  in  our  opinions  of  her, 
nor  as  yet  determined  what  ftep  to 
take,  but  waiting  for  fome  motion  to 
be  firft  made  from  her  fide;  in  about 
an  hour  fhe  hauled  in  he*  lower  tier, 

•  -  r 

and 
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and  drat  her  ports.  The  commodore  at 
this  opportunity  confulled  with  his  of¬ 
ficers  what  to  do;  they  were  all  of  opi¬ 
nion  by  this  her  behaviour  that  flue 

-  1 

was  a  monied  (hip,  and  gave  their 
voices  for  engaging.  About  five  o’ 
clock  in  the  evening  a  fmall  breeze 
fpringing  up  from  the  northward,  (lie 
again  directed  her  courfe  to  the  eaft- 
ward  towards  Cape  St.  Vincent  5  which 
confirmed  the  opinion  of  her  being 
one  of  thofe  treafure  (hips  ;  and  that 
file  wanted  on  that  account  to  get 
under  the  prote&ion  of  the  port.  The 
commodore,  as  we  have  faid,  having 
founded  the  inclinations  of  his  officers 
2nd  men  (who  had  fufficient  time  to 
conilder  the  great  odds  againft  them, 
if  they  had  been  the  lead  afraid)  and 
perceiving  them  still  defirous  of  en- 
gaging,  gave  orders  to  renew  the 
chafe.  We  got  up  along  fide  to  her 

with 
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with  all  expedition  and  alertnefs,  ex¬ 
pecting  to  be  foon  joined  by  the  Prince  ' 
Frederick,  who  was  now  fome  greater 
distance  a  Fern  than  before,  occa- 
fioned  by  our  getting  the.  wind  before 
it  reached  her. 

It  was  now  eight  o’clock,  and  a 
clear  moon-fhine  evening.  On  coming 
up  to  the  chafe,  we  firft  hailed  her  in 
Portu^uefe,  but  received  no  anfwer  : 
we  then  fpoke  to  her  in  Englifh  ; 
whenwithout  anfweringour  queftion, 
flie  likewife  hailed  us  in  Englifh,  and 
afked  the  name  of  our  fhip  ;  we  re¬ 
plied  the  King  George.  Without  fur¬ 
ther  word  or  notice  fhe  then  inftantly 
gave  us  the  prepared  fire  of  her  whole 
broadfide,  which  difmounted  two  of 
our  guns,  and  brought  down  our  main 
top-fail  yard;  this  fmart  falute,  as  we 
lay  ready  on  our  arms, was  as  fbddenly 
returned.  T  bus  the  unequal  conteit 
began  :  the  Spaniards  repeated  their 
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firings  with  inceflant  warmth,  but  not 
with  a  continued  execution  ;  for  tho’ 
they  fired  as  faft  as  they  could,  yet 
their  firings  after  the  two  firft  broad- 
fides  were  extreamly  irregular,  only 
firing  four  or  fix  guns  at  one  time  ; 
owing,  we  may  fuppofe  to  the  great 
weight  of  their  guns,  which  made 
them  lefs  governable  than  ours  were 
to  us.  And  in  this  we  had  the  advan- 

4 

tage  of  them  from  our  nearnefs ;  for 
as  we  continued  to  fire  our  broad-fides, 
fo  equally  regular  and  well  through- 
out  the  whole  engagement,  that  the 
lafi:  was  near  as  good  as  the  firft,  not  a 
fhot  could  pofiibly  mifs  them,  and 
thereby  alio  the  fire  of  our  fmall  arms 
took  place  ;  which  like  a  ftorm  of 
fiery  hail  beat  againft  the  enemy 
witn  fuch  incefiant  force,  that  as 
we  were  afterwards  informed,  they 
fled  from  their  quarters  more  than 
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once.  And  here  great  remembrance 
muft  be  paid  to  Mr.  James  Riddel  our 
captain  of  marines,  and  brother  to 
captain  Riddel  of  the  princefs  Amelia. 
He  commanded  thefe  firings  fo  refo- 
lutely,  regularly,  and  quick,  that  the 
mufkets  grew  fo  hot  in  the  hands  of 
the  men  as  to  oblige  them  during  the 
adion  to  take  three  changes.  Had 
we  been  at  a  greater  diftance,  the 
Spaniard  could  have  direded  his 
guns  with  better  aim  at  our  rigging, 
and  perhaps  have  fooner  difabled  us 
therein  ;  but  by  mofily  pointing  them 
at  our  hull  with  an  intent  to  fink  us; 
as  every  gun  was  expeded  to  do  the 
office;  many  of  the  balls  lodged  be¬ 
tween  wind  and  water; for  by  the  near- 
nefs  there  was  not  fnace  for  them  all 

i 

to  come  to  a  rife.  Our  men  fought 
like  lions;  the  profped  of  fo  great  a 
prize  before  them,  though  a  thought 
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of  too  bold  a  daring,  animated  them 
up  to  feats  of  valour.  But  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker,  who  no  doubt  felt  a  pleafing  fa- 
tisfadion  in  beholding  fuch  bravery 
of  his  men,  was  dill  looking  out 
for  the  other  fhips  to  come  up  to 
his  affi fiance  ;  rather  thinking,  from 
'  the  great  odds  of  the  enemy,  that  if 
he  remained  much  longer  unaflided, 
he  mud  fall  a  prey  to  them  or  the 
feas.  He  fought  arid  commanded  with 
a  calmnefs  almod  peculiar  to  him- 
felf.  Every  man  elfe  in  the  fliip  ap¬ 
peared  a  creature  aduated  with  a 
headdrong  fpirit  of  bravery  j  which 
feemed  to  abforb  or  colled  in  it 
all  other  thoughts.  In  fliort,  the 
whole  diip  was  an  engine  from  every 
part  of  her  of  mifiive  dre  $  and  yet 
among  ourfelves  we  were  in  no  con¬ 
dition,  but  all  orders  even  in  the 
greated  heat  of  adion  were  delibe¬ 
rately 
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rately,  tho’  with  expedition,  obeyed  ; 
attentive  to  our  duties,  and  not  out¬ 
running  our  abilities  in  the  execu¬ 
tion. 

During  the  whole  time  of  the  ac¬ 
tion,  which  in  this  manner  lalted  a- 
bove  three  hours,  yard  arm  to  yard 
arm,  the  caftle  upon  Cape  St. Vincent 
fired  very  briskly,  as  a  neutral  power 
commanding  peace;  and  we,  being 
the  neareft  to  it,  received  many  of  its 
iliots.  Thus  we  were  almoft:  the  whole 
engagement  between  two  fires ;  but 
it  did  us  no  great  damage,  on  account 
of  its  diftance.  The  nearer  challenge 
to  our  befi  powers  fet  the  more  re¬ 
mote  danger  almoft  out  of  the  view 
of  our  attention  ;  for  by  the  clofenefs 
of  the  fight,  our  main-fail  actually 
took  fiie  from  the  lighted  wad¬ 
ding  of  the  enemy's  guns.  And 
here  a  proof  may  be  (hewn  of  Mr. 

Walker’s 
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Walker’s  eafe  and  fteadinefs  of  tem¬ 
per  in  the  heat  of  adion  and  bufinefs. 
Having  dilpatched  up  a  number  of 
men  to  extinguifh  the  blaze,  another 
man  officioully  running  up  alfo,  Mr. 
Walker  called  him  back,  and  repri¬ 
manding  him  for  going  without  or¬ 
ders,  lent  him  to  his  place;  faying, 
“  He  had  ordered  enough,  as  he 
thought,  on  the  bufinefs,  and  when 
they  did  not  do  their  duty  he  would 
then  fend  for  him.”  Thus  in  all  ex¬ 
tremities,  the  exadefi:  difcipline  was 
preferred. 

Tnough  we  had  received  many 
fhots  in  our  hull,  yet  from  the  great 
number  fired,  our  rigging  could  not 
boaft  of  any  efcape  :  for  ail  our  braces 
and  main  topfui  yard  were  fiiot  away, 

-  the  fore- mart  quite  difabled,  and  the 
main-maft  damaged.  We  could  not 
work  our  fhip,  and  bravery  became 


now 
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now  a  virtue  of  neceftity.  Never 
fure  was  a  conteft  more  terrible,  and, 
however  fatal  on  one  fide  (as  we 
could  never  learn  their  exa£l  numbers 
killed)  yet  conducted  with  fo  little 
lofs  on  ours !  for  we  had  but  one  man 
killed  and  fifteen  wounded,,  feven  of 
whom  afterwards  died.  This  prefer- 
vation  was  owing  no  doubt  to  the 
fame  method  of  elm-planking  in  the 
place  of  nettings,  with  which  every 
{hip  was  provided  ;  as  is  defcribed  in 
the  Bofcawen. 

At  eleven  o’  clock,  the  enemy  to 
our  great  furprize  made  fail,  and  left 
us  the  field  of  battle.  It  was  an  eafy 
running  away  ;  for  we  were  not  able 
to  follow.  But  I  mu  ft  here  mention 
what  is  due  to  Mr.  Dottin’s  merit  ’of 
the  Prince  Frederick  ;  that  he  endea- 
deavoured  to  get  up  to  us  during 
the  engagement  as  fall  as  he  could  ; 
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but  there  was  fo  little  wind,  that  it 
was  half  an  hour  after  ten  o’clock, 
or  about  half  an  hour  before  the  ene¬ 
my  went  off,  when  he  came  a-ftern  of 
us,  upon  the  enemy’s  larboard  quarter, 
and  began  firing  with  what  guns  he 
could  bring  to  bear  j  which  certainly 
drew  fome  part  of  the  enemy’s  atten¬ 
tion  towards  him  ;  for  he  had  three 
of  his  men  dangeroufly  wounded, 
two  of  whom  had  both  their  legs 
fhot  away  :  but  he  was  not  at  all  dis¬ 
abled  in  his  rigging.  However,  the 
commodore  did  not  give  him  any 
orders  yetto chace, left  we  mightfpring 
a  leak  or  other  accident  might  happen 
to  us  in  the  night :  but  two  fail  ap¬ 
pearing  to  windward,  and  falfe  fires 
being  made, which  were  anfwered,  we 
knew  them  to  be  part  of  our  fleet, 
and  grew  happy  in  the  thought  that 
our  friends  were  gathering  round  us. 

\  ol.  II,  L  Early 
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Early  at  break  of  day  Mr.  Dottid 
came  on  board  :  as  he  came  up  the 
fide,  he  asked  “  whether  the  commo¬ 
dore  was  alive,”  and  when  he  faw  the 
flip  full  of  men,  and  milled  none  of 
the  officers  or  his  friends,  he  flood 
in  amazement  for  feme  time,  before 
his  furprize  could  let  loofe  his  joy  ; 
he  then  ran  into  the  commodore’s 
arms.  At  fix  o’  clock  the  Prince 
George  came  up,  who  had  rowed  all 
night  to  us  by  the  report  of  the  en¬ 
gagement ;  and  told  us  that  the  Duke 
-and  the  two  fettees  were  a-ftern  :  all 
which  flips,  having  firft  compleated 
their  watering,  had  been'fent  on  their 
ffation  to  the  eaftward.  Pity  it  was, 
we  had  not  met  this  high  antagonift, 
when  we  were  all  under  wray  on  our 
regular  cruife.  It  fo,  we  had  cer¬ 
tainly  made  a  furerand  fafer  conqueft 
of  her :  but,  as  it  before  has  been 

ob- 
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obferved,  when  we  firft  faw  her,  we 
had  not  all  left  our  watering-place, 
and  were  not  together  in  a  readinefs 
for  engaging.  All  our  lhips  being 
now  come  together,  except  the  Prin- 
Cvis  Amelia,  who  was  even  at  an  an¬ 
chor  when  we  fir  ft  begun  the  chace; 
the  commodore  put  the  Duke  and 
Prince  George  under  the  command  of 
the  Prince  Frederick,  captain  Dottin, 
and  fent  tnetn  all  tiiree  in  purfuit  of 
the  enemy,  keeping  the  two  fettees  to 
attend  upon  us  :  whilft  we,  having  all 
the  night  made  the  beft  refit  wc 
could,  though  ftill  maimed  and  crip- 
pled,  flowly  followed  after ;  hoping 
to  come  up  at  lad;  to  compleat  the 
eonqueft  we  had  fo  near  won. 

on  the  one  hand,  the  fhips  tent 
after  the  chace  retired  from  our  view; 
on  the  other,  a  large  fbip  came  up 
towards  us  from  the  eaftward.  We  • 

L  2 
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were  but  in  a  fad  condition  to  make 
any  refinance,  and  were  not  a  little 
alarmed  at  the  fear  (if  an  enemy)  of 
being  taken  an  eafy  prey,  thus  unpre¬ 
pared  for  a  frefh  fhip  :  but  thofe  fears 
ceafed,  as  in  her  approaches  to  us, 
we  difeovered  her  an  Englifh  man  of 
war.  The  commodore,  believing  her 
to  be  the  Jerfey,  captain  Hardy, 
who  we  before  met,  and  being  de- 
frous  that  no  time  fhould  be  loft  in 
giving  information  of  the  chace  in 
view,  wrote  a  letter  to  him  as  the 
fhip  was  coming  up  ;  acquainting 
him,  “  that  the  fleet  to  the  weftward 
were  his  fhips  in  purfuit  of  a  Spanifh 
man  of  war.  who  had  engaged  him 
the  night  before,  and  whom  he  hop¬ 
ed  would  fall  an  eafy  conqueft  to  a 
fhip  of  his  force.”  This  letter  he  di¬ 
rected  to  captain  Hardy,  or  to  the 

commanding  officer  on  board,  and 

fent 


fent  it  by  one  of  the  boats  of  the 

fettees  to  meet  him  four  own  boats 

\ 

being  intirely  fhotinto  fplinters)  in  or¬ 
der  that  he  fhould  not  be  retarded  in  the 
purfuit.  This  proved  to  be  the  Ruffel 
man  of  war,  commanded  by  captain 
Buckle,  who  opened  the  letter,  and 
as  he  would  not  wait  writing,  fent 
his  compliments  back  to  Mr.  Walker 
by  word,  “  that  he  thanked  him  for 
the  contents,  and  would  obferve 
them.”  He  immediately  crouded  all 
his  fail  and  haftened  after  them.  The 
Princefs  Amelia  next  came  in  fight, 
whom  we  knew  by  the  fignals  fire 
firft  threw  out  upon  feeing  us.  The 
commodore  in  like  manner  difpatch- 
ed  her  alfo  after  the  chace,  and  now 
our  whole  fleet  was  in  clofe  purfuit ; 
and  tho’  we  ctrnld  not  keep  up  with 
them,  yet  in  our  place  was  the  Ruffel 
a  fhip  of  eighty  guns. 

L  3 
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1  v  ‘J  i^ow  a  new  fcene  be  can  i  for 
^ >  j  p- rceived  the  head-mod:  fhip  en~ 
gaged,  which  we  took  for  the  Prince 
-o  rederick,as  file  led  our  other  (hips  and 
vras  tne  oefc  failor.  Yet  we  counted 
ore  more  than  our  number  among 
roe  croud  3  but  could  not  tell  whence 
hie  came. The  commodore, as  he  Hood 
oblenung  them  with  his  glafs  upon 
deck,  greatly  blamed  captain  Dottin  of 
Uie  Prince  Frederick  for  engaging  be¬ 
fore  the  other  fhips  had  clofed  alfo  oil 
the  chace  ;  for  now  perceiving  the 
fire  to  grow  very  brisk,  he  Paid  aloud* 
Dottin  will  fire  away  ail  his  cartridges 
at  too  great  a  di fiance ,  and  afterwards 
be  obliged  to  load  with  loofe  powder,  by 
which  fome  fatal  accident  may  happen . 
Scarce  had  he  .pronounced  thefe  words* 
when  upon  giving  a  broadfide  (he  ap¬ 
peared  a  pillar  of  fmoke  in  the  air* 
She's  gone,  oh  heavens  !  cries  the  com¬ 
modore* 


/ 
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naodore-  Dottin,  and  all  his  brave 
fellows,  are  now  no  more.  Sir,  fays 
one  of  the  officers,  landing  by  him, 
'tis  only  the  [moke  of  her  laf  broad  fide. 
’Tis  a  dreadful  truth  you  tell,  replies- 
the  commodore  :  for  'tis  the  hjl  Jhe- 
will  ever  give.  The  frnoke  being  Soon 
difpelled,  no  ffiip  was  to  be  feen  ;■ 
from  which  we  too  affuredly  knew  the 
truth.  Of  all  the  fudden  changes  of 
fortune  which  ever  lay  in  profpedt  be¬ 
fore  a  number  of  men,  elate  with' 
purfuing  victory,  and  confident  of 
fuccefs,  Sure  never  did  one  appear* 
more  Suddenly  aftoniffiing 'and  affect¬ 
ing  than  this !  grief  took  place,  vifible- 
in  the  pale  countenance  of  each  com¬ 
mon  man  as  well  as  officer :  No  di- 
ftinguiffiing  of  Sorrow  was  to  be  made 
amongft  them.  The  commodore, 
feeing  his  officers  fo  funk  in  their  Spi¬ 
rits,  and  consequently  the  men  dif- 

L  4  couragcd. 
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couraged,  Hepped  afide  off  the  quar¬ 
ter-deck  into  the  round  houfe,  whi¬ 
ther  his  officers  followed  him.  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  fays  he,  if  we  have  a  tear  to 
drop,  let  it  be  here.  Yet  whiljl  it  jhews 
us  men  to  pay  this  remembrance  to  our 
friends ,  paft  out  of  life  ;  Pis  the  part 
of  foldiers  to  bear  up  againjl  the  afflic¬ 
tion,  that  like  our  other  enemies,  would 
overcome  us,  Efpecially  it  is  now  ne- 
ceffary  to  do  fo ,  at  leaf  in  appearance 
before  my  men  :  as  affairs  may  take  a 
new  turn  with  us ;  and  as  in  cafe  of 
meeting  with  a  new  enemy,  this  too 
much  concern  in  you  may  beget  a  diffi¬ 
dence  in  them.  At  the  moment  he 
clofed  his  words,  a  violent  explo¬ 
it  on  broke  aloud  in  our  own  ffiip, 
like  a  rattling  or  thrilling  thunder. 
The  commodore  running  out,  doubly 
alarmed,  as  well  as  each  of  us,  by  the 
fliock  fo  fudden  on  the  back  of  the 

other, 
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other,  law  all  the  decks  deferted,  the 
men  feared,  either  clinging  by  the 
ropes  at  the  outfide  of  the  fhip,  juft 
ready  to  let  themfelves  down  into  the 
fea,  or  running  out  on  the  bovvfprit 
end,  all  expe&ing  the  moment  of  her 
blowing  up.  So  eafily  may  the  minds 
of  the  braveft  men  be  affedted  with  a 
fudden  furprize,  when  prepofleiTed  by 
any  previous  fear  !  He  quickly  faw 
whence  proceded  the  noife  and  firing. 
Having,  as  we  faid,  put  ourfelves  in 
the  night  in  the  beft  order  we  could, 

one  of  the  firft  bufinefies  was  to  clean 
and  load  our  arms  in  readinefs  for 
any  new  attack.  The  fmall  arms, 
thus  prepared,  were  laid  upon  the 
gratings  on  the  quarter-deck,  and 
covered  with  a  croiack-fail,  whilft 
the  arm  chefts  were  fet  to  air  ;  and 
one  of  the  men  in  fome  hurry  of 
duty  fpringing  giddily  over  them, 
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ftruck  one  of  the  cocks,  which  flaw¬ 
ing  made  almofi:  a  total  difcharge  of 
tne  whole,  and  fet  all  the  cartouch- 
boxes  a-burfting  and  flying  off.  W’hen 
the  commodore  ran  out,  feveral  of 
tne  arms  flill  kept  firing  on  each  fide, 
and  the  crojack-fail  foon  blazed  out 
and  fet  fire  to  fome  part  of  the  quar¬ 
ter-deck.  Not  a  man  was  obedient 
to  his  call,  or  ventured  giving  any 
nfliftance,  but  the  faid  captain  James 
Riddle,  and  our  honeft  and  brave 
chaplain,  a  very  worthy  gentleman  ; 
who  with  the  commodore  ventured 
themfelves  boldly,  notwithflanding 
the  frequent  firings,  in  bringing  water 
and  extinguifhing  the  flames.  But 
chiefly  to  Mr.  Riddle’s  great  activity, 
boldnefs,  and  prefence  of  mind  in  this 
extremity  of  things,  it  was  owing, 
that  a  more  fatal  accident  did  not 

happen.  Noperfon  was  hurt  but  the 


man 


VOYAGES.  227 

man  who  had  occafioned  the  acci¬ 
dent,  and  who  by  as  giddily  jumping 
off  at  the  ends,  where  the  guns 
pointed  both  ways,  was  fhot  dead, 
and  lay  by  the  fide  of  the  arms  : 
but  had  not  Providence,  who  in  al- 
moft  every  adt  defigns  feveral  endsy 
fent  the  commodore  and  his  officers 
off  the  deck  in  private  condolence 
for  the  fuppofed  lofs  of  their  friends, 
and  partners  in  the  war,  mod  if  not 
all  of  them  muff  have  peri  (he'd  as 
they  flood  around  the  arms. 

The  unfortunate  ffiip  which  was 
blown  up  was  the  Dartmouth  man 
of  war,  captain  James  Hamilton, who 
being  the  night  before  feveral  leagues 
to  the  weftward,  and  hearing  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  guns  in  the  late  engage-1 
rnent,  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  the1 
point  from  which  he  heard  the  firing,' 
and  in  plying  up  to  windward  fell  in 

L  6  with 


220  Commodore  Walker’s 
with  our  chace  firft,  and  engaged 
her  before  our  Ihips  came  up,  and 
being  the  headmoft  of  the  fleet  was 
imagined  by  us  to  be  the  Prince  Fre¬ 
derick.  He  engaged  the  enemy  in  a 
running  fight  very  warmly  for  about 
an  hour  and  half  with  his  bow  chafe, 
which  the  Spaniard  as  briskly  return¬ 
ed  with  his  ftern,  and  had  come  al- 
mofl:  to  a  clofe  engagement,  when  the 
Prince  Frederick  had  now  brought 
her  bow  chafe  to  bear,  and  had  alfo 
begun  to  engage  j  in  the  beginning 
of  which  clofe  engagement  the  Dart¬ 
mouth  blew  up.  Lucky  itwas  for  many 
of  her  people, that  the  Prince  Frederick 
was  fo  near,  as  lhe  immediately  got 
out  her  boats  to  their  affiftance,  which 
the  Duke  did  likewife,  being  alfo  near 
enough  to  lend  her  aid.  They  took 
up  about  feventeen  of  them  alive, 
among  whom  there  was  no  one  of 
3  any 
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any  rank  except  Mr.  Obrien, who  was 
a  young  gentleman  of  Ireland,  and 
then  an  afting  lieutenant.  He  was 
taken  up,  recovered  to  his  fenfes, 
floating  on  the  carriage  of  a  gun,  on 
which  he  had  been  blown  out  of  the 
fhip  into  the  water.  He  was  a  young 
gentleman  of  great  eafe  in  behaviour, 
and  of  an  happy  readinefs  of  wit  j 
which  talents  he  has  fince  improved 
to  the  gaining  the  efteem,  as  he  be¬ 
fore  engaged  the  favour  of  mankind. 
His  firft  falute  to  Mr.  Dottin  was,  Sir , 
you  mujl  excufie  the  unfit  nefis  of  my  drefs 
to  come  aboard  a  firange  Jhip  ;  but  really 
I  left  my  own  in  fiuch  a  hurry ,  that  I 
had  no  time  to  flay  for  a  change.  This 
eafy  turn  of  thought  amidft  the  me¬ 
lancholy  fcene  lightened  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  prefent  diftrefs,  and 
made  true  the  reflection,  “  that  good 
humour  is  half  way  to  philofophy.” 

Of 
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Of  all  the  perfons  faved,  Mr.  Obrien 
was  the  only  one  who  could  give  any 

account  of  the  affair ;  which  was 

# 

this.  Being  fent  on  a  meffage  from 
captain  Hamilton  to  the  officer  who 
commanded  below,  as  he  was  down 
between  decks,  he  was  met  by  the 
gunner  who  attended  the  magazine, : 
flaring,  wild  and  trembling  :  he  asked 
Mr.  Obrien,  where  the  captain  was  ? 
“  Where  ffiould  he  be  but  upon  deck, 
fays  Mr.  Obrien,  but  what’s  the  mat¬ 
ter  ?”  O  Sir,  the  magazine  !  At  which 
'word  the  explofion  happened,  and  he 
knew  no  more  till  he  found  himfelf' 
floating  upon  his  new  bark  in  the- 
midfl  of  the  fea.  His  efcape  was  the- 
more  extraordinary,  as  he  was  be- 
tween  decks  when  the  explofion  hap¬ 
pened  ;  which  one  would  imagine  to- 
be  a  certain  place  of  death.  But  he* 
was  in  all  fuppofition  blown  out  fide- 

waysj 
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ways,  ia  the  fame  direction  in  which 
the  carriage  was  fent  alfo,  and  fo 
alighted  on  it  as  it  buoyed  up  in  the 
water;  for  he  has  often  allured  us, 
that  he  did  not  get  upon  it  by  fwim- 
ming  or  catching  hold  of  it,  as  he 
found  himfelf  on  it  the  moment  he 
was  fenfible. 

After  taking  up  the  men  and  get¬ 
ting  in  the  boats,  in  which  interim  the 
chace  had  made  all  the  fail  fine  could 
to  the  weftward,  the  Prince  Frede¬ 
rick  and  Duke  renewed  their  chace, 
and  by  this  time  were  alfo  happily 
joined  by  the  Ruflel.  And  now  again 
another  fcene  began  in  the  purfuit 
and  conqueft  of  this  bold  though  fly¬ 
ing  enemy  ;  for  never  did  Spaniards, 
nor  indeed  men,  fight  a  fhip  better 
than  they  did  this.  Our  fleet  purfued 
her  all  night,  in  which  we  loft  fight 
of  them;  but  conjectured  the  fuccefs  of 

the 
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the  engagement  from  the  report  of 
the  guns :  for  hearing  them  repeated 
about  two  o  clock  in  the  morning,  we 
fuppofed  it  renewed,  and  hearing  no 
more  of  them  after  three,  concluded 
the  enemy  had  ftruck.  And  our  con¬ 
jectures  were  very  near  the  truth  j  for 
about  that  hour  in  the  morning  the 
three  fhips  came  within  agun-lhot  of 
the  chace,  when  the  RulTel  began  the 
engagement,  which  became  very 
bloody.  All  the  (hips  continuing  their 
firings  with  their  utmoft  vigour  and 
fmartnefs,  which  were  with  great  bra¬ 
very  returned  by  the  Spaniard.  The 
Ruffe  1  had  fixteen  men  killed  and 
wounded,  all  her  boats  fhot  away,  fe- 
veral  (hots  between  wind  and  water  j 
yet  (lie  did  equal  execution  upon  the 
enemy  :  at  laft  a  (hot  from  her  took 
away  the  Spaniard’s  main-top  maft; 
upon  which  he  fired  a  fingle  gun  and 

flruck, 
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ilruck.  The  prize  was  the  Glorioio 
man  of  war  of  feventy-four  guns,  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  had 
been  but  feven  days  from  the  Groyne, 
and  bound  to  Cadiz.  T  he  Rufiel 
was  of  eighty  guns,  but  had  only  three 
hundred  and  leventy  men.  i  he  num¬ 
ber  of  prifoners  was  fo  great,  that 
captain  Buckle  had  a  deal  to  manage. 
He  made  ufe  of  the  Prince  Frederick’s 
and  Duke’s  barges  in  tranfporting  the 
prifoners  on  board  his  own  fhip  and 
them ;  and  took  fixty  of  the  Prince 
Frederick’s  men  and  forty  of  the 
Duke’s  on  board  the  Rufiel  for  her 
greater  fecurity.  Notwithftanding 
this,  the  men  growing  mutinous 
by  their  great  numbers,  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  hold  a  confultation  with  the 
captains  Dottin  and  Denham  how  to 
difpofe  of  them.  At  this  time  the 
Prince  George  coming  up,  it  was  in- 

ftantly 


?*34  Commodore  Walker’s 
llantly  concluded, that  /lie  fhould  take- 
in  as  many  as  die  could,  which  were 
about  two  hundred ;  and  that  the 
1  lince  Frederick  fliould  conduit  them 
iafe  into  Lisbon.  The  prize  wras  io 
fliattered,  tnat  the  three  following  - 
days  were  employed  chiefly  in  repair- 
iiig  Lcr,  befoie  file  could  make  any 
gicat  rail ;  which  when  they  had  put 
fomewhat  to  rights,  the  whole  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Lifbon. — When  we  con¬ 
sider  the  great  bravery  of  this  fliip  in 
the  Several  Severe  engagements  flie 
encountered  of  two  men  of  war  and 
three  large  privateers,  we  cannot  but 
the  more  wonder  at  the  firft  bold  at¬ 
tack  of  our  own  fliip  the  King  George} 
who  fought  her  So  many  hours  in  her 
full  ftrength  and  vigour,  and  at  laft 
obliged  her  to  run. 

J n  the  morning  of  the  engagement, 
we  have  Said,  we  loft  Sight  of  the 

whole 
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whole  fleet,  except  the  Princefs 
Amelia,  who  had  been  difpatched 
much  later  than  the  reft  after  the 
chace,  and  was  to  the  weftward  of  us, 
but  who,  alfo  having  loft  fight  of  the 
other  fhips,  again  rejoined  us.  We 
then  in  conjundiion  with  her  and  the 
two  fettees  ftretched  away  to  the  weft- 
ward,  the  wind  N.  N.  E.  in  expecta¬ 
tion  of  falling  in  again  with  them  : 
But  feeing  nothing  of  them,  we  gave 
over  the  fearch,  and  again  fet  about 
getting  our  own  fliip  in  as  good 
plight  as  we  could,  to  adt  upon  the 
defenfive  in  cafe  of  meeting  with  an 
enemy  (in  which  buftnefs  we  had 
been  employed  ever  fince  the  time  of 
the  a£tion)_  for  as  to  purfuing  one, 
we  were  not  yet  in  any  condition. 

Odtober  the  ninth,  about  nine  o' 
clock  in  the  morning,  we  faw  three 
fail  alfo  to  the  weftward,  the  one 

the 
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the  mod  to  leeward  feemed  to  be 
a  very  large  fhip,  from  which  circum- 
ftance  we  concluded  her  to  be  the 
prize,  with  fome  of  our  fhips  ;  and 
accordingly  bore  down  to  them,  but 
found  the  two  mod  to  windward  lame 
Lutcn  fhips  from  Cadiz,  bound  to 
Amfterdam.  They  informed  us,  that 
the  large  fhip  at  the  leeward  of  them 
was  a  French  man  of  war  of  fixty 
guns,  who  had  fpoke  with  them  the 
night  before.  This  account  threw  our 
fhip  into  fome  hurry  of  prepartionj 
but  whilft  others  were  giving  orders 
for  the  necelfary  matters,  the  com¬ 
modore  fet  himfelf  down  calmly  to 
write  a  letter  home  by  them  to  the 
managers,  with  the  circumftances  of 
our  late  engagement,  our  prefent  fi- 
tuation,  and  the  other  matters  as  we 
then  knew  them,  and  kept  the  Dutch¬ 
men  till  he  had  finilhed.  When  he 

had 
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had  difmiffed  them  he  then  addrelTed 
us.  Gentlemen,  I  need  not  tell  you  that 
we  are  in  a  worfe  condition  to  run  than 
Jight.  1  fay  not  this  as  chujing  at  this 
time  to  lead  you  on  to  an  engagement ; 
hut  that,  if  one  be  unavoidable,  we  had 
better  begin  with  the  enemy  by  day¬ 
light  ,  than  wait  for  their  attacking  us 
with  greater  advantage  to  themfelves 
by  flight ;  and  if  we  made  a  fiip  of  fe- 
venty-four  guns  run  away  by  night, 
why  not  one  of fixty  by  day  ?  ’Tis  there¬ 
fore  my  opinion  we  fsould  hear  down 
upon  the  Jhip  in  view,  as  the  tnof  proba¬ 
ble  means  of  avoiding  the  greater  dij 'ad¬ 
vantages  of  an  engagement  ipith  her. 
The  men  giving  three  cheers  of  refo- 
lution  to  do  as  he  directed,  we  imme¬ 
diately  bore  down  on  the  fuppofed 
enemy,  not  being  in  a  capacity  to 
a£t  lefs  courageoufly.  But  very  agree¬ 
ably  to  ourfelves,  as  we  drew  near 

her. 
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her,  we  perceived  her  by  the  cut  of 
her  fails  and  rigging  to  be  an  Englifh 
fhip,  and  fo  brought-to  along-fide  of 
her.  She  was  the  Bedford  man  of 
war,  commodore  now  admiral  Town- 
friend,  yvhofe  goodnefs  and  civility,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  the  phraie  at  fea, 
were  very  neighbourly ;  for  being 
informed  of  tire  fevere  engagement 
wre  had  been  in,  he  offered  us  any  of 
his  majefty’s  ftores,  that  we  might 
have  occafion  for,  and  all  other  aflif- 
tance  in  his  power :  but  we  being  in  no 
want  of  any  thing  of  the  kind,  having 
refitted  as  well  as  the  fituation  of  affairs 
would  allow,  acknowledged  Iris  civility 
in  our  beff  return  of  thanks.  He  then 
parted  with  us,  and  ftoodto  the  N.W. 

The  four  following  days,  ffill  in 
fearch  of  our  fleet,  we  law  feveral 
dill  an  t  fail,  alone  and  in  company, 
which  we  chafed  in  hopes  of  meeting 
5  with, 


VOYAGE  S.  239 
with,  or  hearing  fome  intelligence  of 
our  fleet :  but  all  proving  Dutchmen, 
Swedes,  or  Englifh,  we  neither  faw 
nor  heard  any  thing  of  our  fhips,  till 
the  fourteenth,  being  then  in  fight 
of  land  about  fix  or  feven  leagues 
from  the  rock  of  Lisbon ;  when  U, 
about  feven  in  the  evening,  we  fell  in  / 
with  the  Duke,  and  foon  after  faw  the 
fleet  to  windward.  Captain  Denham 
informed  us  that  the  fleet  in  view 

i 

were  our  fhips,  the  Ruflel,  and  their 
prize  the  Gloriofo,  a  Spanifh  man  of 
war ;  which  fhip  we  had  received 
accounts  of,  fome  months  before,  as 
computed  to  have  in  value  above 
three  millions  fterling  :  he  alfo  gave 
us  an  account  of  the  accident  of 
the  Dartmouth,  and  of  the  fafety  of 
the  Prince  Frederick.  This  news 
could  not  fail  of  elevating  our  men  to 
an  high  pitch  of  tranfport,  at  the  fup- 

pofition 
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pofition  of  our  being  in  poffeflion  of 
fo  large  a  /bare  of  fortune.  But  the 
account  of  the  fafety  of  our  friends 
was  a  degree  of  joy,  if  poffible,  above 
tranfport.  Upon  this  news  the  com¬ 
modore,  who  endeavoured  to  give  all 
the  pleafure  in  his  power,  as  well  as 
fatisfadlion  to  his  owners,  difpatched 
one  of  the  fettees  for  England  to 
brighten  the  cloudy  accounts  fent  in 
his  letter  through  the  channel  of  the 
Dutchman. 

The  next  day  we  had  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  the  prize  and  Prince  Frede¬ 
rick.  And  here  I  muft  in  juftice  to 
the  good  hearts  of  the  men,  fo  foon 
repeat  the  remark,  that  in  feeing 
the  lafl,  they  gave  greater  expreffions 
of  joy  both  in  voice  and  gefture,  than 
in  their  falutings  of  the  prize,  though 
imagined  to  be  full  of  money.  The 
commodore  and  captainRiddie  imme- 

x  diately 
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diately  went  aboard  the  Ruftel.  Cap¬ 
tain  Buckle  received  them  on  the 
quarter-deck,  where  were  alfo  the 
Spanifti  captain  and  fome  of  his  offi¬ 
cers.  Captain  Buckle  introduced  Mr. 
Walker  to  the  Spaniffi  commander, 
who  turned  afide  to  ffied  a  moment’s 
tears,  and  then  actdrelTed  him  with 
great  tendernefs,  “  By  you,  fays  he, 
I  have  loft  a  darling  ton,  but  twas 
the  fortune  of  the  war,  no  fault  of 
youis,  \ et,  though  your  honours 
be  my  misfortunes,  I  with  they  had 
found  fome  better  reward  than  the 
bare  glory  only  of  reducing  fo  great  a 
flup  .  ior  ffie  carries  nothing  but  great 
guns,  having  landed  all  our  treafure 
at  the  Groyne,  before  ffie  met  you.” 
This  certainly  was  meant  a  compli¬ 
ment;  but  never  was  a  more  blank  one 
paid  before,  as  in  the  account  of  there 
being  no  treafure  on  board.  But 
Vol.  11.  M  Mr. 
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Mr.Walker,  recovering  himfelf  from 
his  furptize,  told  him  “  It  was  yet  a 
fatisfadtion  to  him  to  fee  that  fo  brave 
a  man  as  he  had  efcaped  the  danger ; 
and  that  though  it  was  his  misfortune 
to  be  overcome,  yet  it  could  never  be 
thought  a  difcredit  to  him  to  have 
ftruck  to  his  majefty’s  (hip  the  Ruffel.” 

As  Mr.  Walker  at  firft  intended  to 
fend  both  the  fettees  to  England,  he 
that  evening  difpatched  the  other  allb 
home  with  the  prefent  news,  left  the 
managers  fliould  vainly  imagine  them- 
felves  richer  than  they  were,  or  In¬ 
deed  needed  to  be.  However,  fhe 
was  fo  fine  and  compleat  a  fhip,  that 
his  Portuguefe  majefty  afterwards 
offered  for  her  thirty  thoufand  moi- 
dores,  wanting  her  at  the  time  of  the 
Goa  expedition  againft  the  rebellion 
and  maffacre  that  happened  there.. 


Next 
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Next  morning  the  commodore  fent 
for  Mr.  Obrien  from  on  board  the 
Prince  F rederick,  as  he  was  much 
burnt,  to  have  him  under  his  own 
furgeon,  the  gentleman  we  have  fo 
often  mentioned.  Under  his  care 
Mr.  Obrien  loon  recovered,  and  by 
his  agreeable  deportment  and  much 
good  humour,  made  our  whole  com¬ 
pany  happy  as  himfelf.  I  [ay  hjm_ 
lelf,  for  the  commodore,  at  Lisbon, 
when  alhore,  leaving  him  mailer  of 
the  cabin,  when  he  was  fent  to,  and 
invited  to  continue  aboard  a  king’s 
Ihip,  then  in  the  harbour,  he  begged 
“  he  might  be  allowed  to  flay  where  he 
was ;  unlefs  they  would  make  him  a 
captain  at  once,  as  he  was  fpoiled  for 
any  thing  elle.  1  his  gentleman,  in 
whofe  prefervation  providence  fo  re¬ 
markably  interpofed,  a  circumftance 
never  to  be  forgotten  to  his  family,  is 

Mz  the 
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the  prefent  heir  to  the  title  and  ef- 

\ 

tate  of  earl  of  Inchiquin  of  Ireland, 

As  we  were  the  only  fliip  hurt  of 
our  fleet,  the  commodore  thought  it 
necefl'ary  that  the  reft  fliould  proceed 
on  their  ftation  for  the  remainder  of 
the  cruifej  efpecially  as  our  great  ex¬ 
pectations  of  a  fortune  were  now 
again  vanifhed.  Wherefore  he  gave 
them  all  the  neceffaries  which  they 
wanted  out  of  his  own  fhip,  and  alfo 
an  additional  number  to  each  of  them, 
as  was  thought  proper ;  and  they 
accordingly  left  us  the  feventeenth, 
having  put  all  the  prifoners  on  board 
other  fhips,  which  they  met  with,  go¬ 
ing  into  Lisbon  ;  whither  we  alfo 
bore  away  to  refit,  and  came  over  the 
bar  to  an  anchor  that  evening. 

Early  the  next  morning  a  boat  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Prince  George,  which 
had  been  before  fent  in  with  two 

hundred 
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hundred  prifoners,  came  along-fide  of 
us  ;  and,  to  the  great  iurprize  of  Mr. 
Walker,  brought  in  her  one  of  the 
managers  from  England,  who  gave 
Mr.  Walker  a  very  uncouth  welcome 
into  Lisbon,  for  venturing,  as  he 
termed  it,  their  {hips  againif  men  of 
war.  “  Had  the  treafure,  Sir,  fa  vs 
Mr.  Walker,  been  a-board,  as  I  ex¬ 
pedited,  your  compliment  had  been 
otherways ;  or  had  we  let  her  ef- 
ca^e  fiorn  us  wijh  that  treafure  on 
board,  whaUnaf  you  then  have  Laid  r” 
But  if  I  do  not  take  care  to  flop  my- 
felf  in  time,  I  {hall  run  into  a  bufinefs 
which  is  referved  for  another  difcuf- 
fon.  We  fhall  therefore  return  to  fay, 
that  the  Gloriofo  prize  came  a!fo  with 
us  fa m e  nay  to  an  anchor,  and  the 

Rude!  man  of  war,  all  almoft  a-breaft 
of  each  other.— -Yet  I  cannot  help 
'  mentioning  one  difpute,  among  fome 

M  3  others. 


246  Commodore  Walker's 

others,  which  is  material  here;  as  it  ra¬ 
ther  relates  to  Mr.  Walker’s  condudt 
than  to  any  error  of  accounts.  The 
ranfom  for  the  Buen  Confejo,  having 
been  fixed  and  agreed  on  between  all 
the  parties,  the  managers  had,  with¬ 
out  asking  Mr.  Walker’s  confent,  ar¬ 
ticled  that  he  fhould  convoy  her  fa fe  - 
as  far  as  the  Canary  Iflands.  This, 
when  he  was  informed  of  it,  he  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  execute;  as  an  un¬ 
warrantable  adt,  by  protecting  his 
majefty’s  enemies.  The  matter  was 
carried  to  a  great  height  between 
the  manager  and  him,  and  at  laft 
brought  before  Sir  Benjamin  Keene  ; 
who  gave  his  fentiments  entirely  on 
M  r.  Walker’s  fide  ;  and  whilft  he  with 
great  fpirit,  reprimanded  the  one,  he 
with  equal  iuftice  complimented  the 
other  :  fo  the  contract  became  void. 
This  was  mighty  caufe  of  difpleafure 
againft  Mr.  Walker.  As 
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As  foon  as  vve  got  into  port,  we 
fet  about  refitting,  which  took  us  up 
near  ten  weeks.'  We  had  received 
vail;  numbers  of  ihot  in  our  hull  be¬ 
low  water ;  moil;  of  which  had  only 
lodged  in  her,  and  not  gone  through; 
which  could  not  be  owing  to  the 
weaknefs  of  the  enemy’s  powd  er;  (for 
.wherever  a  ihot  touched  us  above 
water,  it  did  its  due  execution)  but  to 
the  nearnefs  of  the  refilling  medium 
of  the  water  through  which  they 
were  to  pafs,  which  deadened  their 
force.  At  this  time  the  prince,  now 
the  prefent  king  of  Portugal,  came  in 
a  barge  on  purpofe  to  fee  the  dama¬ 
ges  we  had  fuftained,  and  rowed 

round  us  and  the  Gloriofo.  We  save 
him  a  royal  falute  as  he  went  from  us, 
and  received  the  compliment  of  his 
hat. 

|  H  7  '  M4 
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We  will  now  attend  to  our  three 
fhips  at  fea,  the  Prince  Frederick, 
Duke,  and  PrincefsAmelia,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Dottin,  of  the 
Prince  Frederick ;  who  all  behav¬ 
ed  with  great  conduit,  harmony,  and 
l’ome  good  fortune.  For,  in  the  firft 
21  )tV  place,  on  Odtober  the  twenty- hi  ft,  as 
I  //  they  lay  oft'  Faro,  the  Prince  Frede¬ 
rick’s  boat,  which  was  feparated  from 
us  bv  night  in  the  ftorm,  came  aboard 
with  the  lieutenant,  captain  of  ma¬ 
rines,  and  all  the  men  lafe  and  in 
health.  Having  received  the  com¬ 
modore’s  letters  of  credit,  as  before- 
mentioned,  they  had  regained  their 
liberty  by  cartel  at  High-Mount  from 
the  Spaniards,  and  had  come  to  Faro 
but  three  days  before  the  arrival  of 
our  fhips  on  that  coaft.  And,  No¬ 
vember  the  fecond,  feeing  a  fail,  the 

three  • 
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three  (hips  gave  chace,  and  riling 
her  very  fail,  they  foon  came  fo  near 
her  as  to  fire  at  her  :  notwithstanding 
which,  fine  fiili  kept  her  wind  ;  but 
they  continuing  their  fire  pretty  brisk¬ 
ly,  file  at  laft  bore  down  to  them, 
and  the  Prince  Frederick  brought  her 
,  to.  She  was  a  Dutch  Ship,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Spaniards,  the  Agatha 
galley  of  fixteen  guns,  from  La  Vera 
Cruz,  having  on  board  feventCen 
chefts  of  money  registered  on  Spanish 
account,  one  box  of  wrought  plate, 
cochineal,  and  indigo  to  a  great  value, 
in  the  whole  amount,  upwards  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds.  The  cap- 
tainsDotiin  and  Riddel  agreed  to  put 
the  money  on  board  the  Duke,  and 
to  fend  the  prize  under  her  convoy 

into  Lisbon  to  the  commodore  there, 

/ 

whilft  they  continued  their  cruize.  In 
hoiSting  the  chefts  of  money  over  the 

M  5  fide, 
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fide,  one  cheft  by  accident  fell  over¬ 
board  ;  but  the  Duke  and  prize  arriv¬ 
ed  fafe  at  Lisbon,  to  the  great  plea- 
fure  of  the  commodore,  and  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  manager,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  took  pofleffion  of  the  money,, 
and  fent  it  to  England. in  the  Bedford, 
man  of  war. 

The  two  other  captains  continued: 

* 

their  cruife  with  great  judgment  and 
harmony,  meeting  every  day.  a  chace- 
of  fome  kind  or  other,  but  with  no  ■ 
further  fuccefs  :  till  at  laft  the  time  of 
their  cruife  expiring,  and  their  water 
and  provinons  growing  fhort,  having- 
put  the  men  to  an  allowance  of  both, 
for  fome  days  before,  they  on  the  ■ 
I  W  twenty-ninth  of  November  came  over 

I  _  - 


the  bar  of-  Lisbon,  and  fainting  the 
commodore  brought  up  to  an  anchor 
by  his  fide.  The  commodore  that- 
evening  went  on  board  each  of  them-} 
t  and. 
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and,  on  hearing  the  circumftances  of 
the  cruife,  could  not  be  infenflble  of 
fome  vanity  at  the  good  behaviour 
and  feamanfhip  of  two  fo  young 
officers,  brought  up  under  his  early 
lelTons. 

This  paternal  pride  was  alfo,  at  this 
time,  not  a  little  increafed  by  his  meet¬ 
ing  with  captain  Brooks,  his  former 
lieutenant  in  the  Mars  and  Bofcawen, 
who  had  been  fent  for  to  Hamburgh  by 
his  friends,  and  was  now  commodore 
of  two  large  Hamburgh  men  of 
war,  on  a  cruife  againft  the  Turks. 
A  whimfical  aukwardnefs  appeared 
here  in  his  behaviour,  as  he  did  not 
know  how  to  take  place  of  his  former 
matter,  or  rather  fea-parent ;  and  yet 
thought  that,  in  refped  to  his  country’s 
flag,  he  ought  to  affume  the  prece¬ 
dency  over  him,  as  a  commander  only 
of  private  fhips  of  war.  But  Mr  Wal- 

M  6  ker, 
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ker,  with  great  good  humour  con¬ 
vinced  him,  that  the  command  of  pri¬ 
vate  fhips  was  given  by  the  fame  au¬ 
thority  as  that  of  king’s  fhips  ;  and 
that  all  English  fhips  of  war  muft 
take  place  of  every  other  nation  what¬ 
ever. 

Mr.  Walker  at  this  time  received  a 
compliment  of  an  extraordinary  kind, 
for  the  explanation  of  which  he  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  his  friends, 

and  which  we  mention  for  no  other 

/ 

purpofe  but  for  its  oddity.  1  he  Spa- 
nifh  captain  of  the  Gloriofo  being 
now  about  to  return  over  land  to 

0  4 

Spain,  wrote  to  him  his  compli¬ 
ments  of  taking  leave,  defiring  him  to 
fend  him  fix  of  his  fire  arms  and 
bayonets.  Mr.  Walker,  before  he  gave 
any  anfw'er,  told  the  affair  to  the 
agents  mefiieurs  Mawmanand  Macey; 
where  was  a  gentleman  lately  from 

Spain, 
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Spain,  who  informed  them,  that  the 
demand  was  intended  as  the  hieheft 

O 

mark  of  refpedt  which  could  be 

fhewn  ;  meaning,  “  That  as  in  battle 

.  / 

he  bimfelf  had  proved  the  merit  of 
thofe  arms,  fo  he  defired  to  continue 
under  their  guard,  in  his  prefent  jour¬ 
ney.”  As  it  was  found  to  be  meer 
matter  of  form,  the  Spanifh  arms  be¬ 
ing  doubtlefs  preferable  to  our  own, 
the  number  were  lent  him. 


C  H  A  P. 
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The  miffing  of  the  Havannah  fleet  j 
the  great  trouble  of  getting  their 
provifion  from  Faro  ;  meeting  two 
Algerine  ffiips :  the  ftory  of  Maho¬ 
met  and  his  fon ;  the  King  George 
returns  to  Lisbon  :  the  other  ffiiDS 

A. 

end  their cruife,  and  failforEngland. 

r  I  "'H  E  Havannah  fleet  being  about 
a.  this  time  expedted  home,  the 
commodore  made  all  preparations  for 
the  fea  with  the  greater  hafte.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  on  the  firff  day  of  the  year 
174^  he  made  the  fignal  to  unmoor, 
and  we  fet  out  on  the  remaining  half, 
or  laft  four  months  of  our  cruife. 

I  muft  juft  mention  one  unhappy 
ftep  taken  in  the  management  of  our 
proviftons,  which  I  fhould  not  do, 
did  it  not  concern  the  relation  in 

which 
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which  we  are  engaged.  Before  we 
came  this  laf  time  into  Lisbon,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  provifions 
(which  as  we  have  beforementioned,. 
had  been  fent  from  England)  were 
ordered  by  the  prefixing  managers 
round  to  Faro,  there  to  be  taken  in  by 
uSj  tho’ouragents.knewthat  at  the  end 
of  the  firf  four  months:eruife  we  were 
to  have  put  intoLisbon  for  them.  This 
was  done  without  afligning  any  reafoa 
for  it,  and  without  having,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  giving,  us  any  intelligence, 
thereof  j  and  befides  the  rifquein  car¬ 
rying  the  provifions  thither,  and  lofs  of 
time  in  going  for  them,  it  was  alfo  an 

additional,  expence  :  for  we  were  now 

obliged  to  buy  at  leaf:  a. month’s  ex¬ 
traordinary  provifions,  as  we  could  not 
have  gone  to  the  defined  port  with  a 
lefs  quantity. .  For,  being  obliged  to 
fet  forward  immediately  to  Faro,  and 

there 
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there  detained  by  various  accidents  in 
taking  them  in  ;  the  firft  fail  we  met, 
after  coming  from  thence,  was  a 
Dutch  galliot,  which  informed  us, 
“  that  the  Havannah  fleet  was  a  few 
days  before  arrived  fafe  at  Cadiz,  and 
had  been  feparated  from  their  convoy 
in  a  gale  of  wind  ;  which  were  only 
two  men  of  war,  one  of  fixty-four 
guns  and  the  other  feventy-four,  both 
fo  very  fickly,  that  even  they  had  in 
all  probability  fubmitted  not  only  to 
have  let  forne  of  their  fleet  been 
picked  up  by  us,  but  alfo  themfelves 
w'orfted  in  an  engagement.  Thus,  by 
this  one  ill-fated  accident  alone,  we 
.dcapSif  the  very  fleet,  which  our 
J  hopes  were  fet  on  meeting. 

In  getting  round  toFaro,we  brought- 
1/ A/ to  a  Swede  on  the  nineteenth,  the 
{■%%  Anna  Creftina,  Andrea  Afpitand 
mafter  j  who  told  us  he  had  been, 

fome 
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fome  days  before,  robbed  by  an  Eng¬ 
lish  privateer  5  which  a£ti  on,  like  nioft 
other  bad  ones,  is  not  only  anfwer- 
able  for  its  prefent  evil,  but  involves 
in  its  own  deferved  cenfure  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  others,  even  here  of  a  whole 
nation.  Wherefore,  if  people  would 
always  take  a  view  of  the  confe- 
quences,  which  may  attend  the  ac¬ 
tion  they  are  going  to  commit ;  the 
forelight,  that  would  arife  more  or 
lefs  in  all,  would  certainly  often 
flop  the  ador  from  the  commiffion. 
Mr.  Walker,  to  wipe  off  the  natio¬ 
nal  fcandal,  as  much  as  in  him 
lay,  fupplied  the  captain  to  the  belt 
of  his  power  with  fome  neceffaries: 
as  we  were  now  near  our  own  pro¬ 
visions  ;  and  fhewed  him  other 
civilities  to  counter-balance,  in  his 
mind,  the  bad  opinion  he  had  en¬ 
tertained  of  our  countrymen.  Cap¬ 
tain  Riddel  alfo  chaced  another  Ship 
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of  the  fame  country,  the  Stad  Wif- 
mar,  Joachim  Hacker,  mafter,  which 
had  been  plundered  in  like  manner, 
and  from  the  like  defcription  given, 
in  all  probability  by  the  fame  fhip. 
Capt.  Riddel,  in  example  of  the  com¬ 
modore,  treated  their  diftrefs  with  the 
fame  good-natured  policy. 

Before  we  reached  Faro,  our  fhipi 
the  King  George,  fprung  her  bow- 
fprit :  for  repairs  are  feldom  to  be  ..de¬ 
pended  on  in  foreign  ports— and  the 
commodore  knowingthat  he  could  not 
get  in  there,  it  being  a  bar  harbour,  an- 
:  ah  chored,  on  the  twenty-third,  in  Lagos- 
bay  to  repair,  and  difpatcned  the  Prin- 
cefs  Amelia,  with  our  new  fchooner 
(which  we  alfo  called  the  Prince  Ed¬ 
ward  tender,  in  the  place  of  the  one 
which  was  loft)  to  bring  off  the  pro- 
viftons  to  the  reft  of  the  fhips.  On 
5^  Wie  twenty-fifth,  the  King  George, 
/  having 
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having  repaired,  weighed  anchor  a- 
gain,  and  we  flood  off  to  Faro  when 
the  Princefs  Amelia  and  the  tender 
coming  in  fight,  a  florm  arofe,  and 
forced  back  the  Prince  Edward  from 
the  other.  This  inclemency  of  the 
weather  continued  at  this  time  fo 
perverfe  to  our  endeavours  of  expe¬ 
dition,  that  our  fhips  could  not  keep 
on  the  coafl,  to  receive  the  provifions 
from  our  tenders,  above  one  day  in 
eight.  Wc  had  hers,  among  the  reft, 
a  tempeft  of  a  very  extraordinary  na¬ 
ture,  with  rain,  fuch  as  the  like  was 
never  known,  and  fome  flafhes  of 
lightning  and  loud  claps  of  thunder. 
The  rain  fell  like  a  cataradl  of  water, 
that  there  was  fcarce  any  ftanding 
the  decks, whilli  fuch  a  darknefs  hung 
around,  that  the  clouds  feemed  to 
meet  the  fea,  and  we  appeared  in  the 
regions  of  water.  This  lafted  not 

long 
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long;  for  the  darknefs  broke  as  it 
were  in  twain  over  our  heads,  and 
the  rain  abated,  when  the  clouds  fell 
away  on  all  Tides ;  in  the  place  of  this 
heavy  rain,  fudden  guffs  of  wind  a- 
rofe,  and  a  great  fwell  came  on,  but 
none  of  our  fhips  received  any  da¬ 
mage.  I  mud  alfo  take  notice,  that 
whilft  we  lay  here  off  Faro,  a  packet 
came  to  the  commodore  from  Lisbon, 
and  another  to  Mr.  Denham  of  the 
Duke;  which  produced  a  tranfaddion, 
which  we  (hall,  mention  in  its  place. 

When  we, with  much  difficulty  and 
great  lofs  of  time,  had  got  our  pro- 
viiions  on  board,  we  haflened  to  our 
flation;  where,  after  chafing  numbers 
of  Englifh,  Dutch,  Portuguefe,  and 
Swedifli fhips, on  the  fecondof  March, 
we  fell  in  with  a  large  fail  ;  which 
proved  to  be  an  Algerine  man  of  war 
of  forty  guns,  five  hundred  and  fifty 

■men. 
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men, criming  againft  the  Spaniards  and 
Portuguefe.  They  had  been  out  thirty- 
fix  days,  without  the  lead:  faccefs. 
Their  lieutenant  came  on  board  u^ 
of  whom  the  commodore  enquired, 
whether  they  had  any  Britifh  fubjedts 
on  board  ;  and  found  that  they  had 
four  from  Ireland.;  The  commodore 
detained  the  lieutenant  and  boat,  and 
fent  aboard  the  Algerine,  infilling 
upon  the  men  being  delivered  up,  as 
fubjedts  belonging  to  his  Britannic 

majefty,  writh  whom  the  Algerines 
were  always  in  good  peace.  The 

Algerine  captain  faw  himfelf  obliged 
to  con  fent  ;  but  the  commodore  up¬ 
on  further  examination  finding,  that 
the  men  fpoken  of  were  renegadoes, 
who  had  formerly  been  in  the  Spa¬ 
nish  fervice,  and  had  voluntarily  run 
over  from  them  to  the  Moors,  and 
having  taken  on  them  the  Mahome- 
6 
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tan  religion,  were  themfelves  defirous 
of  remaining  with  them,  he  left  them 
to  their  liking,  judging  them  beft 
where  they  were  j  as  remembering 
the  trueft  and  fhortefl:  charader  ever 
given  of  the  people  of  that  nation 
(which  I  think  is  in  Mr.  Gordon’s 
Geographical  Grammar)  that  when 
good,  none  better ;  when  bad ,  none  worfe. 
So  he  difmifTed  the  Algerine  officer. 

We  rauft  here  go  back  to  a  very 
remarkable  cataflrophe,  which  hap¬ 
pened  immediately  after  our  late  en¬ 
gagement  with  the  Gloriofo ;  but  as 
it  intervened  in  the  middle  of  a  prin¬ 
cipal  adion,  we  poffponed  it  to  this 
place,  where  it  joins  itfelf  more  re¬ 
gularly  to  its  further  dory  and  con- 
clufion. 

About  the  time  the  fhips  were 
j  manning  at  Lisbon,  an  Algerine 
Turk  came  on  board,  to  enter  himfelf 

as 
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as  a  common  man.  He  had  been  a 
flave  in  Spain  and  having  made  his 
efcape  from  thence,  contrived  this 
ftratagem  to  get  out  of  the  country  : 
the  commodore  gave  leave  for  his 
being  admitted.  Much  about  the 
fame  time,  another  Turk,  in  the  like 
circumftances,  entered  himfelf  on 
board  the  Duke;  in  which  fliips  they 
feverally  lay  concealed,  never  going 
a-ffiore  from  the  time  of  their  enter¬ 
ing  on  board.  The  one  on  board  us 
was  an  elderly  man,  of  a  good  form 
and  prefence,  and  was  remarkably 
fludious  in  doing  all  handy  fervices 
for  the  officers  ;  whofe  fervants  very 
willingly  let  him  do  them,  as  fparing 
their  own  trouble.  Mr.  Walker 
afterwards,  when  we  were  at  fea,  on 
fome  occafion  taking  notice  of  the 
man,  thought  he  obferved  fomething 
in  his  addrefs  and  manner  more  than 

what 
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what  commonly  belonged  to  people 
of  low  degree.  He  fent  for  him  to 
his  cabin,  and  asking  him  fome  quef- 
tions,  was  anfwered  by  him  very 
modefUy,  and  with  a  great  air  of  po- 
litenefs  and  genteel  fenfe  of  the  0- 
bligation  done  him,  in  being  thus 
taken  notice  of  ;  but  he  would  repeat 
no  part  of  his  hiftory  more  than 
that  of  his  having  been  a  Have  to 
the  Spaniards.  Mr.  Walker  how¬ 
ever  ordered,  that  he  fhould  dine  at 
the  fteward’s  table,  and  that  he  fhould 
not  be  continued  in  offices  of  fervi- 
tude,  which  he  imagined  him  above; 
and  knowing,  that  there  was  another 
Turk  on  board  the  Duke,  he  fent  for 
him  to  be  with  him  in  our  fhip  ;  as 
he  thought,  that  the  company  of  a 
countryman  might  be  an  amufement 
and  fatisfadlion  to  him  on  board. 

When  they  were  introduced,  at  the 
furprize  of  their  fiift  feeing  each 
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other,  every  paffion  of  affe&ion  and  of 
joy  darted  in  their  countenances;  every 
adlion  which  enfued  was  expreflive  of 
that  heart'felt  happinefs.  They  locked 
themfelves  in  a  drift  embrace,  and 
overflowing  tears  and  eyes,  uplifted 
in  return  of  gratitude  to  heaven,  were 
fure  enfigns  to  us  of  their  fincerity 
and  neai  alliance.  The  one  found  a 
fon,  and  the  other  his  father.  To 
give  the  feparate  accounts  of  each  of 
their  efcapes  from  Spain  would  be  to 
enter  on  a  kind  of  romance;  and  as 
to  any  part  of  their  dories,  before 
the  time  of  tneir  becoming  prifoners 
to  the  Spaniards,  we  could  learn  no¬ 
thing  didinftly  from  them ;  for  they 
boch  were  moded  and  referved. 

This  fcene  was  a  great  pleafure  to 
mod  of  us,  and  could  not  fail  of  re¬ 
commending  them  to  our  regard  and 

civility.  They  lived  in  great  love 
Vol.  II.  N 
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and  friend/hip  with  each  other,  till 
the  day  of  our  engagement  with  the 
Gloriol'o :  for  here  they  difcover- 
cd  no  alliance  as  before  j  the  father 
throughout  the  whole  engagement 
behaving  with  the  greateft  boldnefs 
and  courage,  as  not  to  be  outdone  in 
either  by  any  other  perfon  in  the  fhipj 
and  the  fon  being  the  only  man  who 
fhewed  any  tokens  of  fear,  he  having 
abfented  himfelf,  and  run,  ftruck 
with  terror,  into  the  cock-pit  for 
fafety. 

The  next  morning  after  the  en¬ 
gagement,  the  old  father  came  into 
the  cabin  to  the  commodore,  and 
throwing  himfelf  at  his  feet,  with 
much  weeping,  demanded  from  him, 
that  vengeance  fhould  be  executed  on 
his  fon,  or  that  he  himfelf  might  have 
liberty  to  put  him  to  death.  Mr. 
Walker  told  him  “  that  thechriftian 

religion 
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religion  and  the  laws  forbid  him  to 
take  that  power  into  his  own  hands  j 
and  that  though  the  law  of  arms 
might,  upon  regular  proof  and  delibe¬ 
rate  judgment,  exercife  that  authority  j 
yet,  as  his  fon  was  of  a  Grange  nation, 
and  not  bound  to  fight  for  our  country 
as  the  natives  of  it,  humanity  and 
mercy  interpofed,  and  flopped  fuch  a 
flridt  execution  of  the  law.”  At  this 
the  old  man  feemed  much  to  regret 
the  tender  pity  of  the  commodore, 
which  kept  alive  his  fhame  ;  he  re¬ 
tired  diffatisfied,  and  would  never 
fpeak  to  his  fon,  or  allow  him  to 

come  into  his  prefence,  till  the  very 

«/ 

laft  day  of  their  departure  from  the 
(hip. 

Some  hours  after  we  now  had  dif- 

mifled  theA!gerine,Mahomet(for  fuch 

was  the  father’s  name)  again  took  an 
opportunity  of  throwing  himfell  at  the 
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commodore’s  feet,  and  told  him,  “  he 
willied  that  the  Britifh  fubjeds  had 
been  brought  aboard  ;  for  then,  fays 
he,  in  return  of  four  men,  I  could 
have  had  the  afiurance  to  have  afked 
you  for  my  liberty.”  This  greatly 
affected  the  commodore,  as  he  would 
very  gladly  have  granted  it  to  him  ; 
but  in  the  finder  attention  to  the 
other  bufinefs,  he  had  never  once 
thought  of  him.  However,  he  pro- 
mifed  him,  that  he  would  take  care 
to  fend  him  and  his  fun  to  England, 
and  from  thence  at  his  own  expence, 
have  them  carried  to  their  own  coun¬ 
try.  “  Oh,  fir,  (replies  Mahomet)  the 
cup  of  your  goodnefs  will  be  mixed 
with  too  much  bitternefs,  if  he  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  accompany  me.  Let  him 
range  the  earth  in  exile  from  that 
country  which  muft  be  difhonoured 
by  his  firfl  foot-ftep  on  its  fands.” 


Js. 


Mr.  Walker  here  had  time  of  talking 
to  him,  how  much  nobler  the  virtues 
rife  which  conftitute  foravenefs,  than 
they  which  fatisfy  revenge.  “  Yes, 


forgivenefs  of  an  injury  done  to 
ourfelves  ;  but  an  injury  done  to  our 
country,  whereby  the  criminal  dif- 


ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  plead  for  I 

any  private  pity,  but  fuffer  the  laws  I 

of  public  condemnation  :  elfe  the  | 

exalted  fons  of  Mahomet  may  fail  i 

into  a  degeneracy  of  blood,  and  lofe  I 

their  rank  on  earth.”  The  commo-  J 
dore  fill  preffed  the  argument,  “  that  I 
this  accufation  did  not  hold  aeainft 


ing  for  his  country  ;  and  that  though 
the  Engliih  were  his  friends,  yet  they 
were  adifferent  people  and  chrift ians.” 
“  But  (replies  the  father)  he  fought 
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againft  his  enemies,  and  againft  the 
common  enemy  of  mankind,  flavery  ;  . 
and  he  who  fights  againft  this  fights 
for  his  country.”  Mr.  Walker  here 
gave  up  the  argument ;  but  ordered  in 
the  young  man,  and  endeavoured  to 
introduce  him  to  his  father  for  a  re¬ 
conciliation.  The  old  one  turned  from 
» 

him  and  wept.  “  At  laft,  fays  he,  ad¬ 
drefling  only  the  commodore,  I  have 
promifedyou,notto  killhim  in  yourfhip, 
and  he  fhall  live  vfhilft  he  is  yours.” 
But  to  fome  of  us  who  interfered  in 
prefling  the  reconciliation,  and  fpoke 
largely  of  chriftian  forgivenefs,  he 
faid,  “  You  may  make  a  chriftian, 
if  you  pleafe,  of  my  fon.  Try  him, 
lie’ll  become  one.”  We  could  not  help 
laughing  at  the  bad  compliment  he 
paid  us  at  the  conclufion  ;  though  his 
meaning  was  certainly  no  other,  than 
that  a  bad  man  in  any  one  circumftance 

of 
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of  acting,  is  to  be  fuppofed  the  mod 
capable  of  doing  other  ads  of  mean- 
nefs,  as  moft  apoftacies  in  general 
are. 

Four  days  after  this,  we  met  with 
another  large  (hip  ;  which,  when  we 
came  up  with  her,  proved  an  Algerine 
admiral  of  fifty  guns.  Here  a  new 
and  unexpected  opportunity  again  of¬ 
fered  for  Mahomet’s  releafe.  Upon 
coming  fo  near  to  the  fhip  as  to  dis¬ 
cover  of  a  certainty  what  the  was, 
and  before  we  fpoke  to  her,  the  com¬ 
modore  again  called  Mahomet  and 
his  fon  to  him,  and  told  the  father, 
“  that  if  he  promifed  to  forgive  his 
fon,  he  would  now  put  them  both 
aboard  a  fliip  of  their  own  country  : 
but  if  he  continued  to  refufe  fuch 
promife,  he  would  put  the  fon  only 
aboard,  or  difcover  to  the  reft  of  his 
countrymen  the  whole  affair,  and  the 

N  4  nature 


272  Commodore  Walker’s 

nature  ot  bis  fault,  thereby  to  take 
tne  power  of  punilhment  out  of  his 
hands.”  This  feemed  to  fling  the 
old  man  deeper  than  any  thing  pre¬ 
ceding.  The  fenfe  of  his  family- 
fhame  being  divulged  brought  blufhes 
in  his  face,  one  fucceeding  another  in 
a  quick  tranfition  to  red  from  pale- 
ne:s.  fie  then  promifed,  in  his  cuf- 
tomary  folemnity,  that  provided 
the  affair  was  kept  fecret  from  his 
countrymen,  he  would  forgive  him, 
and  pray  to  his  prophet  to  fhed  a 
better  influence  on  him  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  They  then  embraced,  the 
young  man  all  along  behaving  with 
great  concern  and  modefty,  no  other 
ways  pretending  to  an  excufe,  than 
that  the  fight  was  a  new  manner  to 
him.  The  old  father  then  prayed 
for  the  commodore,  and  all  who  de¬ 
pended  on  him,  and  promifed,  “  that 

if 
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if  ever  he  met  him  in  his  country,  he 


the  other  fhip,  whether  there  were 
any  Britiffi  fubjefts  on  board,  and 
none  being  any  ways  difcovered,  the 
commodore  fent  Mahomet  and  his 
fon  aboard.  When  the  officer  re¬ 
turned,  who  attended  them,  he  told 
us,  “  that  the  moment  the  old  mail 
went  aboard,  he  was  known  by  the 
admiral,  who  took  him  in  his  arms, 
and  paid  him  great  figns  of  compli¬ 
ment:”  by  which  we  judged,  that  he 
had  been  a  perfon  of  greater  rank 
and  diftindion  than  his  modefty  or 
prudence  thought  fit  to  difcover  to 
us.  The  Algerine  admiral  gave  us  the 
higheft  falute  of  his  guns,  which  we 
returned,  and  fo  parted. 


On  the  firft  of  February,  we  loft 
fight  of  the  Duke,  and  made  feveral 
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falfe  fires  all  night,  none  of  which 
or  any  other  of  our  fignals  were  an- 
fwered,  on  that  or  on  the  fucceeding 
>•4^" '(lays  :  but  on  the  eighth,  we  met  a 
r  jlil  Dutch  fhip  which  came  from  Lisbon, 
and  informed  us  that  the  Duke  was 
got  in  there,  before  he  failed.  This 
account  made  us  eafy  in  regard  to  the 
lafety  of  the  fhip ;  but  for  the  reafon 
of  his  going  from  us,  we  were  ftill 
in  the  dark. 

Though  in  this  laft  part  of  our 
cruife  we  met  not  with  the  fuccefs 
we  had  been  accuffomed  to  hope  for, 
yet  we  had  no  caufe  to  lament  our 
particular  ill  luck  in  competition  with 
the  better  fortune  of  others ;  for  of  fcve- 
ral  king’s  Ihips  and  letters  of  marque, 
which  we  chafed  and  came  up  with, 
not  one  as  we  could  learn  had  within 
this  time  met  with  any  prize.  The 
llavannah  fleet  was  all  we  could  have 
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expeded  j  and  that  we  mi  fled  by  our 
being  detained  on  account  of  the  pro- 
vifions  fent  to  Faro,  as  before  men¬ 
tioned. 

The  time  now  came,  whep  the 
cruifes  of  the  other  (hips  were  expired, 
but  not  of  the  King  George ;  for,  as 
we  had  been  ten  weeks  in  harbour 
on  account  of  our  late  repairing,  thaX 
time  could  not  be  reckoned  as  part  of 
the  eight  months,  which  were  to  be 
run  out  at  fea.  Wherefore  the  com¬ 
modore  refolved  to  fend  the  other 
fhips  home  ;  and  though  determined 
himfelf  to  fpin  out  the  remainder  of 
his  cruife  to  the  laft,  yet  for  the  pre- 
fent  he  was  not  able  to  keep  the  fleas. 
His  bowfprit,  which  was  repaired  at 
Lagos  bay,  was  again  fprung,  and 
we  wanted  an  entire  new  main-maftj 
lb  that  the  flhip  was  in  great  diftrefls  : 
wherefore,  he  found  himfelf  obliged 

N  6  to 
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to  make  once  more  for  Lisbon  to  re¬ 
pair,  contrary  to  his  own  inclinations, 
and  the  pofitive  dire&ions  of  the  letter 
fent  to  him  at  Faro;  “  which  exprefsiy 
forbid  him  on  any  account  whatever 
to  put  in  there  any  more  ;  the  wind 
and  weather  not  permitting  him  to 
makefor  anyother  port.  As  we  were  in 
ftich  diftrefs,  he  made  the  other  ffiips 
attend  him  to  within  four  leagues  of 
the  rock  of  Lisbon,  and  then  proceed 
on  their  way  home  to  England. 

The  day  before  they  parted  us,  the 
commodore  went  on  board  each  fhip, 
and  returned  thanks  to  the  officers 
and  men  '  for  their  good  behaviour  in 
general.  The  return  on  the  other 
fide  in  their  compliments  of  taking 
leave,  had  a  natural  lincerity  in  it 
bivethe  common  tokens  of  civi¬ 
lity  ;  which  I  ffiall  not  attempt  to  dc- 
Ua-  tcribe.  March  the  25  th  the  ffiips 
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falated  us,  and  fet  fail  for  England. 

We  went  into  Lisboa. 

In  their  way  home,  the  Prince 
Frederick  on  the  27th  fell  in  with 
his  majefty’s  (hips  the  Eagle,  cap¬ 
tain  (now  admiral)  Rodney,  and  the 
Windfor,  captain  Bateman  ;  who 
had  been  chafed  two  days  before  by 
fix  large  fail  of  Spanifh  men  of  war. 

Thus,  if  we  did  not  fucceed  to  our 
wifhes  in  our  late  cruife,  we  were 
hill  fortunate  beyond  our  knowledge,, 
in  efcaping  fo  near  a  danger.  And 
the  Princefs  Amelia  took  a  Dutch¬ 
man,  which  die  had  reafons  to  be¬ 
lieve  a  prize,  and  therefore  brought 
her  into  England.  But  fhe  was  after¬ 
wards  on  a  trial  at  law,  fet  at  large 
at  her  own  cofts.  The  two  fhips 
reached  England  about  the  tenth  of 
April  1748.  The  Prince  George  had  /g 
been  before  fent  home  with  our  prize, 
the  Nympha.  CHAP. 
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Some  mifmanagement  of  affairs  re¬ 
lating  to  the  fleet.  The  former 
agents  feize  the  fhip  King  George. 
Moft  of  the  men  go  into  foreign 
fervices.  Some  reflexions  thereon. 
An  offer  of  a  command  from  the 
court  of  Portugal  to  Mr.  Walker. 
Mr.  Walker’s  return  to  England  in 
the  Lifbon  packet,  and  his  preferv* 
ing  the  fame. 

HEN  the  commodore  got  to 
Lisbon,  he  found  there 
fome  alterations.  Meffrs.  Mawman 
and  Macey  having  drawn  on  the  ma¬ 
nagers  for  the  money  advanced  by 
them,  their  bills  had  been  protefted 
at  London  to  a  very  confiderable  a- 
mount,  occafioned  by  fome  difpute 
arifing  between  the  managers  at  home 

and 
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and  them ;  and  the  manager  whom 
we  had  left  at  Lisbon  was  gone  to 
England  in  the  Duke,  captain  Den¬ 
ham,  he  having  ordered  him  to  wait 
for  him  for  that  purpofe  at  a  certain 
ftation,  by  his  letters  fent  to  him  at 
Faro,  as  we  have  before-mentioned; 
the  late  agents,  had  arrefted  or  at¬ 
tached  the  Buen  Confejo  in  the  port 
of  Lisbon,  in  part  of  paymentof  them- 
felves  as  the  only  remedy  in  their 
power.  To  frustrate  any  like  defigns 
in  them  in  regard  to  the  reft  of  the 


fleet  was  the  reafon  of  the  faid  then 
redding  manager  fending  the  letter 
to  the  commodore  at  Faro,  forbidding 
him  to  return  to  Lisbon  on  any  ac¬ 
count  whatever  :  thus  we  fee  alfo,  the 
fending  round  theprovifions  toFarowas 
not  theadl  only  of  giddy  play  or  want 
of  skill.  A  new  agent,  one  Mr.Atley, 

had  been  appointed  ready  to  fucceed 

into 
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into  the  place  of  the  former,  and 
every  thing  relating  to  our  affairs 
was  in  confufion.  But  the  commo¬ 
dore,  willing  to  keep  matters  together 
as  well  as  he  could,  as  alfo  to  perform 
the  remainder  of  his  cruife,  confulted 
with  his  new  agent  Mr.  Atley,  who 
took  advice  of  his  lawyer,  whether, 
if  he  refitted  his  fhip  it  could  be 
feized  on  the  fame  account  by  the 
faid  agents ;  and  being  informed  that 
it  could  not,  for  that  no  ftep  whatever 
could  be  taken  thereto,  without  pre¬ 
vious  notice  to  the  party,  fufficient  to 
conteft  fuch  claim,  Mr.  Atley  advanc¬ 
ed  money  on  the  account  of  the  mana^ 
gers,  and  compleated  her  for  the  fea. 
Thefe  repairs  took  about  eight  weeks, 
when  the  former  agents,  who  had  all 
this  while  judicioufly  lain  quiet,  feized 
alfo  the  King  George  by  a  ffratagem  of 

giving  notice  of  the  feizure  to  the  com¬ 
modore,. 
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modore,  in  a  paper  thruft  into  his 
hand  as  a  petition  (when  he  was  in  a 
hurry  of  biifinefsj  and  made  an  abfo- 
lute  iale  of  her,  by  the'  form  of  pub¬ 
lic  notice  being  read  in  the  open 
ftreets,as  the  law  for  the  fake  of  fecu- 
rity  diredts  :  but  which  good  intent  is 
too  often,  as  was  the  prefent  cafe, 
fubverted  in  the  pradtice,  by  reading 
the  notice  at  a  fecret  opportunity,  be¬ 
fore  two  or  three  witnefles  brought 
with  them  on  purpofe  as  evidences 
thereof.  By  this  ftroke  the  commo¬ 
dore  found  his  (hip  all  at  once  dipt 
away  from  under  him,  the  cruife  fruf- 
trated,  and  all  his  men  adrift  in  a  fo¬ 
reign  country,  without  money,  no  care 
had,  or  provifion  made  for  them,  open 
mouthed  in  their  abufes  againft  the 
managers,  and  many  of  them  fcarcely 
civil  in  their  demands  againft  him,  as 
fome  of  them  now  began  to  in¬ 
clude 
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elude  him  in  the  phrafe  of,  All  rogues 
alike. 

If  malicious  report  has  laid  the 
blame  on  Mr.  Walker  of  this  fhip 
being  feized  and  arrefted  from  the 
managers,  the  truth  of  the  fadl  here 
told,  I  hope,  fhews  him  intirely  free 
of  the  charge  5  as  it  was  not  only  his 
intent  to  have  fecured  her  to  his  tna- 
nagers(whofe  friend  fincerely  he  was) 
but  had  been  more  for  his  fame  to  have 
returned  home  fuccefsful  in  his  own 
ihip.  If  Meflrs.  Mawman  and  Macey 
were  to  blame,  it  was  not  Mr.Walker's 
place  to  hane  commenced  or  taken  on 
him  any  quarrel  with  them  j  who 
could  even  have  arrefted  him  for  the 
whole  debt ;  and  which  nothing  hin¬ 
dered  them  from  doing,  but  their 
particular  regard  for  him.  Mr.Walker 
applied  to  Mr.  Atley  chiefly  in  behalf 
of  the  men,  for  money  to  carry  them 

and 
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and  himfelf  home  •,  but  he  now  re- 
fufed  to  advance  any  more,  and  of 
his  own  accord  fummoned  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  fadtory  together  to  raife 
a  fubfcription  for  fending  home  their 
diftreffed  countrymen.  Mr.  Walker 

could  not  but  refent  this  proceeding 

'  » 

as  an  affront  on  the  managers,  and 
attended  the  meeting  ;  when  the 
gentlemen  wifely  diftinguifned  that 
theprefent  fubjedts  of  their  con  fidera- 
tion  were  all  men  of  acquired  for¬ 
tune,  and  could  not  juffly  be  fet  in  the 
light  of  wanting  charity.  Mr.  Atley 
alfo  could  not  but  underfland  fome 
obfervations  made  by  the  company  on 
the  prefent  propofal  as  a  rebuke  to  his 
condudt,  but  endeavoured  to  excufe 
himfelf  by  {fill  an  higher  affron^on  the 
managers,  “  that  he  was  afraid  to  ad¬ 
vance  any  more  money  to  them,  left 
he  fbould  be  ferved  as  the- late  agents 

were.” 
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were.”  Here  Mr. Walker, who  was  ftill 
an  advocate  for  his  managers,  could 
not  help  reprimanding  him  for  his 
prefumption,  “as  hefaid,hecouldfpeak 
from  nothing  elfe,  he  not  having  ex¬ 
perienced  any  ill  from  them.”  When 
a  gentleman  of  the  fadory  then  there, 
Mr.  Horne,  generoufly  flood  up  and 
made  an  offer  to  Mr. Walker  of  any 
money,  which  he  might  have  occafion 
for  on  his  own  credit,  which  friendship 
he  to  this  day  continues,  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker  made  ufe  of  his  beneficence,  and 
took  up  Several  fums,  which  he  diftri- 
buted  among  fome  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  were  willingo#  return  home, 
to  pay  their  paffages  to  England,  tak¬ 
ing  their  receipts  for  the  fame.  All 
which  money  Mr.  Walker  has  fince 
anfwered  on  his  own  account,  and 
the  men’s  receipts  are  part  of  his  pre- 
fent  dilputed  accounts  with  the  ma¬ 
nagers. 
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nagers.  But  notwithftanding  his  ut- 
utmoft  endeavours  and  perfwafion 
(as  he  now  had  no  other  power) 
many  of  them  went  into  foreign  fer- 
vices,  thus  difgufted  at  their  own. 
Several  ftaid  in  Portugal,  but  mod: 
went  to  Spain ;  fome  of  whom  fet  up  a 
woollen  manufactory  there,  to  which 
bufinefs  they  had  been  bred  ;  and 
others  went  into  the  king’s  public 
yards, to  work  at  building  and  rigging 
ihips.  And  one  man  in  particular, 
as  Mr.  Walker  has  been  fince  credi¬ 
tably  informed,  had  an  high  falary 
fixt  on  him  for  life,  for  his  peculiar 
knowledge  in  this  art  and  bulinefs. 

■  It  is  very  lamentable  to  fee  fuch 
numbers  of  our  handicraft  men  em¬ 
ployed  in  foreign  dates, efpecially  that 
of  Spain,  to  which  I  have  been  an  eye- 
witnefs ;  where  fo  large  encourage¬ 
ments  are  offered  as  are  fufficient  to 

draw 
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draw  over  all  our  people  who  have  ta¬ 
ken  any  umbrage, ur  met  any  misfor¬ 
tune  in  their  own  country.  And  it  is 
wonderful,  fome  legiflative  care  is 
not  taken  in  regard  to  this  lofs  to  our 
country.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  cer¬ 
tainly  all  proprietors  of  privateers 
ought  to  give  bond,  cr  be  anfwerable 
to  the  public  for  the  return  of  the 
hands  taken  out  of  the  kingdom,  the 
common  cafualties  excepted :  for 
there  is  greater  danger  in  this  light 
from  the  defertion  of  men  out  of  pri¬ 
vateers,  than  in  general  out  of  king’s 
fhips  j  becaufe  many  of  the  former 
are  broken  tradefmen,  or  ruined 
handicrafts,  who  flie  from  their  homes 
for  debt,  and  hope  to  win  fortune  to 
them  again  by  making  a  bold  ftroke 
at  her ;  who,  if  feduced  away,  or  left 
deftitute  among  our  enemies,  carry 
their  trades  and  arts  with  them. 
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The  common  reafon  given  abroad 
by  our  countrymen  themfelves  for 
their  deferting  their  mother-country, 
is  the  ill  policy  of  our  government  or 
laws,  in  allowing  gaols  and  prifons  to 
be  the  equal  punifhmentof  debtors, 
as  of  felons,  thieves,  and  perjurers, 
contrary  to  the  better  pradice  of  al- 
moft  every  other  country  in  the  world. 
By  which  means,  not  only  numbers 
hie  away  for  fear  of  perpetual  bon¬ 
dage  in  their  boafted  land  of  liberty, 
but  alfo  many  bankrupts,  who  are  de¬ 
nied  their  certificates  at  the  will  of, 
perhaps  one  angry  creditor,  and  others 
who  take  the  benefit  of  the  ads  of  in- 
Solvency ;  both  of  whom,  after  giving 
up  their  all  they  have  in  the  world, 
are  further  impeded  from  fetting  up 
any  bufinefs  in  their  own  country,  -fey 
the  impolitic  fcrupuloufnefs  or  needlefs 
confidence  of  the  law,  in  making  their 

5  future 
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future  effects  liable  to  their  former 
creditors  :  for  if  they,  having  no¬ 
thing  of  their  own,  muff  fet  up  again 
in  credit,  who  will  truft  them  with 
effects, which,  before  they  can  be  turn¬ 
ed  into  profit,  are  liable  to  be  inftan- 
taneoufly  feized  for  the  debts  due  to 
another  ?  I  own  myfelf  obliged  for 
this  argument  to  a  pamphlet  lately 
publilhed,  intitled,  Obfervations  on  the 
prefentState  oj Bankrupts,  in  a  Letter  to 
a  Member  of  Parliament ,  and  well 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  legiflature. 

The  fucceeding  matter  is  another 
inftance  of  the  watchful  attention, 
which  foreign  nations  lend  to  the  merit 
of  our  country  men,  and  fhews  how 
ready  they  are  to  offer  them  encou¬ 
ragement. 

We  have  taken  notice  that  Mr. 
Walker  was  known  to  the  court  of 

4 

Portugal.  Being  now  left  alone 

to 
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to  Hi i f t  for  himfelf,  as  the  affair  was 
public  over  the  whole  place,  and  is  at 
this  day  better  known  there  than  in 
any  part  of  Great-Britain,  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  court  paid  him  a  vifit  one 
morning,  and  propofed  to  him,  as  an 
offer  from  the  king,  the  command  of 
one  of  his  majefly’s  fnips  of  war,  with 
affurances  of  his  faid  majefly’s  further 
notice  and  favour. Mr.  Walker,  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  furprized  at  the  propofal,only  asked 
two  days  to  confider  of  it.  The  ftephe 
took  for  his  direction  in  this  affair,  was 
to  go  to  Sir  Benjamin  Keene  ;  and 
candidly  laying  open  the  whole  to  him, 
he  asked  his  advice  how  to  rule  his 
condudt  in  regard  to  it.  His  excellency, 
with  the  greateft  politenefs,  yet  zeal 
for  his  country, addreffed  Mr.  Walker 
on  the  fubjedt  to  this  purpofe.—- “  Sir, 
fayshe,I  fee  by  yourasking  my  advice 
th  at  yor  inclination  leans  towards 
the  acceptance,  elfe  you  yourfelf  could 
Vol.  II.  O  have 
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have  given  a  dired  anfwer  to  the  pro- 
pofal.  It  is  true,  the  offer  is  great, 
and  moll  proceed  from  a  particular 
good  opinion  his  Portuguefe  majefty 
has  of  your  merits.  His  future  favours 
may  conftantly  attend  your  deferts, 
and  we  may  with  reafon  fuppofe  you 
in  time,  perhaps,  admiral  of  his  fleet. 
But  then,  Sir,  you  are  to  conflder,  that 
Portugal  is  not  your  country,  and  you 
may  be  brought  into  a  defperate  di¬ 
lemma,  by  engaging  y^ourfclf  to  it  fo 
effentially  ;  for  though  the  country 
be  now  in  friendfhip  with  each  other, 
who  knows,  as  the  event  of  all  things 
is  in  the  hands  of  providence,  how 
foon  they  may  be  at  variance  ?  Then 
how  can  you  fight  againfl  your  own 
country  ?  or  how  can  you  in  honour 
defert  the  prince,  whofe  bounty  and 
favours,  gratitude  may  lay  on  you  as 
bonds  of  obligation  ?  But  bdides  all 
th  is,  there  is.  Sir,  a  deeper  confidera- 

tion. 
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tion.  We  will  fuppofe,  that  there  is 
no  likelihood  of  a  war  in  your  time 
between  the  different  countries  j  or 
we  will  fuppofe,  that  you  enter  into 
this  fervice  under  the  provifo  of  being 
free  to  defert  it,  in  cafe  of  fuch  a  rup¬ 
ture  ;  where  certainlyevery  reafonable 
fyftem  will  allow,  that  your  honour 
would  engage  you  firft  to  your  own 
country  ;  yet  can  you  conceive,  that 
you  can  command  a  fhip  or  a  fleet  in 
this  country,  and  that  other  people 
will  not  learn  from  your  knowledge, 
and  grow  experienced  under  your 
practice  ?  Then  conlider,  (as  obfer- 
vation,  when  once  fet  in  a  right  path, 
may  find  its  way  to  knowledge  and 
perfe&ion)  how  you  may  be  an  inftru- 
ment  of  teaching  another  nation  to  be 
a  competitor  to  your  own,  and  that  in 
its  greateft  and  mod  peculiar  art  of 
war,  and  power  of  defence  :  What 
eft ufion  of  blood  may  in  future  ages 
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proceed  from  fo  Angle  a  fir  ft  caufe  ! 
Above  all  this,  there  is  a  perpetual 
rertleflhefs  in  a  man’s  breaft,  when  he 
in  tiic  lei  vice  of  any  foreign  powers 
ior  when  we  are  not  with  our  coun¬ 
try,  we  cannot  help  fearing  that  we 
are  againft  it  :  the  love  of  our  coun- 
t,y  is  an  inftindt,  politically  implant¬ 
ed  by  heaven  within  our  natures.  It 
is  true,  his  Britannic  majefty  in  his 
guat  indulgence  has  olten  given  leave 
to  his  fubjedls  to  go  into  the  lervice  of 
other  powers  in  peace,  or  in  alliance 
with  him  :  but  under  the  reproof  of 
better  wifdom,  I  think  it  for  the  a- 
bove  reafon  a  very  impolitic  practice. 
And  in  the  prefent  cafe,  there  is  one 
very  particular  objection.  Your  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  Portuguefe  fervice 
may  give  umbrage  to  another  power 
now  in  peace  with  usj  I  mean  the 
Algerines,  who  are  the  declared  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  who, from 

a 


•ftv'v  \V 


vV 


a  knowledge  they  have  gained  of  you 
by  fo  long  acruife  in  thofe  parts,  and 
by  your  having  flopped  fo  many  of 
their  {hips,  may,  as  they  are  a  people 
quick  in  conceiving  offence,  refent  to 
oar  court  at  home,  “  that  a  Britifh 
fuhjeft  fhould  take  a  command  from 
their  enemies  againft  them.”  Was 
your  filiation,  Sir,  in  your  own  coun- 
try  uneafy  to  you,  was  your  fortune 
low,  or  had  your  country  ufcd  you 
with  any  cruelty  or  flight  of  your  me¬ 
rits,  you  might  have  reafons  to  wifh 
for  a  change.  None  of  thefe,  Sir,  I 
find  is  the  cafe  :  they  are  only  wifhes 
of  preferment  that  charm  your  atten¬ 
tion  ;  and  if  you  will  trufi:  in  my  in- 

tereft,  you  fhall  not  long  go  unnoticed 
by  your  country.” 

The  argument,  which  preceded  the 
laft  genteel  promife,  had  fufficient- 
ty  fixed  Mr.  Walker's  refolution. 

O  3  And 
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And  when  the  gentleman  paid  his  fe- 
cond  vilit  for  Mr.  Walker’s  anfwer; 
the  propofal  offered,  was,  with  great 
acknowledgments  of  the  compli¬ 
ment,  rejected.  Whether  Sir  Ben¬ 
jamin  Keene  ever  did  write  home  to 
his  friends  in  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Walker,  we  cannot  prefume  to  fay; 
but  if  he  did,  the  other  never  heard 
of  it.  Which  however,  as  he  never 
made  any  applications,  might  have 
never  reached  his  knowledge. 

At  this  time  alfo  Mr.  Walker  had 
intelligence  of  ill  news  from  home,  in 
the  exadt  account  of  the  lofs  of  our 
other  prize  the  Nympha,  who  had 
been  lent  to  England  under  convoy  of 
Jiis  majefty’s  Chip  the  Bedford,  com¬ 
modore  Townfhend  ;  and  who,  after 
flie  had  arrived  fafe  at  Portfmouth,  in 
coming  round  from  thence  to  London, 
loft  fight  of  her  convoy  in  the  night, 

and 
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and  thinking  that  (he  hac  (hot  a~hc2d, 
fhortened  fail  to  wait  for  their  coming 
up  ;  whereas  her  convoy  was  a-head 
of  her.  After  laying  fome  hours  under 
their  mizen  and  forefail,  they  to  their 
great  furprize  faw  breakers  under 
their  lee  ;  and  notwithftanding  all  exi¬ 
gence  was  ufed  to  get  her  double 
reefed  top-fail  fet,  fhe  was  in  the 
mid  ft  of  the  breakers  before  they 
could  (hoot  her  clear,  and  there  was 

ftranded.  At  day-break  they  found 

* 

themfelves  under  the  cliffs  of  Beachy 
Head  :  The  (hip  was  infured  for 
upwards  of  an  hundred  and  three 
thoufand  pounds  5  and  about  thirty- 
five  thoufand  pounds  of  her  effedts 
and  cargo  were  faved  to  the  under¬ 
writers,  by  the  fidelity  and  adfivity  of 
one  of  the  managers,  who  imme¬ 
diately  went  down  to  the  wreck.  But 
it  was  faid,  that  there  was  a  deficiency 

O  4 
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or  lofs  of  a  large  fum  in  the 
payment  of  the  money  infured,  by 
tiie  failure  of  lome  of  the  under¬ 
writers. 

We  here  alfo  met  with  the  French 
merchant,  whom  we  faw  at  the  inn 
at  Morlaix,  and  who  had  introduced 
Mr.  Walker  to  the  gentleman  to  buy 
the  veffel  to  tranfport  us  to  England. 
He  had  failed  in  his  trade  in  France, 
and  was  going  with  his  wife  and  fa¬ 
mily  to  fettle  in  the  Weft -Indies  ;  but 
the  fhip,  in  which  he  was  paflenger, 
being  met  by  an  Englifh  privateer,  was 
taken  :  he  was  brought  in  with  her 
hither,  and  was  in  extream  poverty. 
Mr.  Walker  made  a  colledion  of  mo¬ 
ney  for  him  amongft  his  friends;  who 

*  lb. 

were  very  liberal  on  the  occafion, 
and  fet  him  up  in  neceffaries,  fo  as  to 
enable  him  to  proceed  to  the  Weft- 
Indits,  without  returning  back  a  pe¬ 
titioner 
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titioner  to  France.  He  told  us  a  mod: 


piteous  dory,  relating  to  his  affairs  ; 
but  at  one  circumftance  we  could  not 


help  fmiling,  tho’  a  fcene  of  Tome  hor¬ 
ror.  Of  all  the  poor  man’s  misfortunes, 
his  wife  was  the  greateft.  The  matri¬ 
monial  power  was  not  divided  in  equal 
fhares  betwixt  them  :  die,  good  wo¬ 
man,  affumed  the  greater  part  both 
in  judgment,  command,  and  execu¬ 
tion  j  whilft  again  every  thought  and 
adt  of  hers  fubmitted  to  a  ruling  paf— 
don  (lie  had  fora  young  child  in  her 
arms.  This  was  ftill  more  irkfome 
to  him  under  authority  ;  as  times  of 
eating,  drinking,  ftudy,  amufement, 
and  reft  were  interrupted  by  the  un¬ 
der-duties  attendant  thereon,  which 
fell  to  his  fhare.  In  giving  us  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  engagement  of  the 
fhip,  in  which  he  was  taken  (as  fhe 
had  made  an  cbftinate  reiiftance)  he 
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told  us  t ii at  his  wife  would  not  con- 
lent  to  his  deferting  her  fide  the 
whole  time  of  the  fight,  but  kept 
him  with  her  in  the  cock-pit  j  where 
flic  fat  weeping  and  wailing  over  her 
dear  foundling,  when  a  ball  coming 
in  at  the  fide  of  the  fliip,  on  a  fudden 
ftruck  the  child  out  of  her  arms, 
and  dallied  it  to  pieces  without 
doing  the  leaft  hurt  to  her,  or  in¬ 
juring  any  other  perfon.  The  man, 
in  defcribing  the  fcene,  and  the  fur- 
prize  and  looks  of  his  wife  at  the  lofs 
of  the  child,  could  not  help  intro¬ 
ducing  an  expreflive  adtion  of  humour, 
that  forced  us  to  laugh  at  the  trage¬ 
dy,  as  at  blunders  in  the  mod  ferious 
fcenes.  How  far  the  relation  may  be 
depended  on  as  a  truth,  mud  be  left 
to  what  credit  the  reader  will  give 
the  French  gentleman  :  he  fcarcely 
could  have  invented  it ;  nor  had  he 

need 
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need  of  any  exaggeration  by  way  of 
.affeiling  pity. 

Mr.  Walker’s  prefence  being  no 
longer  needed  at  Lisbon,  he  fet  fail 
for  England  in  the  packet,  with  fe- 
veral  of  his  officers,  and  about  forty 
of  the  common  men  ;  who  would  not 
defert  him  to  the  very  laft,  nor  ail  in 
any  thing  but  by  his  direction.  There 
was  certainly  a  Providence  in  this:  for 

J 

as  the  packet  came  out  by  the  rock 
of  Lisbon,  we  faw  at  fome  diftancea 
long-built  veffel  of  twenty  guns, which 
we  could  difcover  full  of  men,  and 
which  we  at  firfl:  imagined  a  Spanifh 
barquo-longo.  The  captain  of  the 
packet  was  a  very  old  gentleman, 
who  was  in  the  greateft  confternation 
imaginable,  and  thought  it  moil  ad- 
vifable  to  fly  from  them,  in  hopes 
that  we  might  efcape  them  in  the 
flight.  This  appeared  contrary  to  the 

O  6  judg- 
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judgment  of  Mr.  Walker,  who  faw 
by  her  over-hauling  us  fo  'faff, 
that  fhe  would  be  up  with  us  before 
night  ;  when  fome  fatal  accident 
might  happen  by  the  plunder  of  the 
enemy  in  the  night,  as  by  our  run¬ 
ning  from  them  they  would  be  more 
refolute  in  attacking  us  ;  which  acci¬ 
dent  there  was  a  probability  of  avoid¬ 
ing,  by  encountering  them  by  day¬ 
light  ;  efpecially  as  the  packet  had 
lixteen  guns,  and  as  his  additional 
hands  were  a  ftrength  to  be  depended 
on.  Some  of  our  men  having  drop¬ 
ped  an  expreffion,  “  that  if  their  cap¬ 
tain  had  the  command  he  would  beat 
the  long  Spaniard  out  -of  the  fea,” 
two  Englifh  merchants,  who  were 
on  board,  and  had  a  great  property 
in  the  fhip,  went  to  the  captain  of 
their  own  accord,  and  begged  of  him, 
that  he  would  leave  the  whole  direc¬ 
tion 
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tlon  of  their  prefent  diftrelled  affairs 
to  the  condudt  and  experience  of  Mr. 
Walker,  as  an  officer  more  verfed  in 
engagements  of  the  kind.  The  old 
gentleman  very  readily  confented,  and 
Mr.  Walker  took  on  himfelf  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  firfl  lieutenant.  We  had 
not  made  long  preparation  before  we 
difcovered  the  fhip  to  be  an  Algerine. 
This  was  an  enemy  no  lefs  to  be 
dreaded  :  for  though  we  were  at  peace 
with  them,  yet  as  the  packet  had 
Portuguefe  property  on  board,  they 
woul  I  have  leized  every  ffiilling  of 
the  money  (which  was  a  very  confi- 
derable  fum)  and  carried  us  to  Algiers; 
and  though  we  and  the  packet  might 
afterwards,  have  been  delivered  up, 
the  affair  might  have  been  a  matter 
of  litigation,  and  brought  on  very  fad 
confluences  to  our  disfavour. 


As 
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As  fo®n  as  Mr.  Walker  was  allur¬ 
ed  of  his  enemy  being  other  than 
was  fir  ft  imagined,  he  altered  his  de- 
ftgn  ;  and,  defiring  the  captain  to  re¬ 
tire  to  his  own  apartment,  and 
there  to  take  on  him  as  much  ftate 
as  poflible,  when  the  Algerine  officer 
fliould  come  on  board,  he  ordered  all 
his  own  officers  and  men,  with  the 
other  Tailors  on  board  to  qua;  tcrs,  and 
the  marines  to  their  fmall-arms.  i  e 
ordered  a!fo  his  ..drums  to  beat  to 
arms,  and  his  hand  of  mufic  ( all 
whom  he  had  "with  him)  to  ftrike 
up,  when  they  came  within  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  enemy;  and  ordering  alfo  a 
gun  to  be  fired,  we  bore  down  diredt- 
Iy  on  them  with  our  enfign,  jack,  and 
pennant  flying.  When  we  came  with¬ 
in  hailing,  Mr.  Walker  ordered  them 
to  hoi’fl:  out  their  boat,  and  fend  on 
board  a  lieutenant.  They  continued  a 

long 
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f  long  time  in  fufpenfe,  and  returned  no 
anfwer,  apparently  at  a  lofs  what  to 
make  of  us,  Teeming  other  to  them 
than  they  expe&ed.  He  again  hailed 
them,  “  that  if  they  did  not  fend 
their  boat  with  -an  officer  on  board, 
he  would  fink  them.”  They  then 
asked,  “  what  we  were  ?”  He  an- 
fwered,  “  a  king’s  fhip  of  war.” 
Upon  which  they  immediately  hoifled 
out  their  boat,  and  an  officer  came  on 
board.  The  officer  was  conducted 
to  the  captain,  who  maintained  his 
dignity  extremely  well, and  asking  the 
proper  quefiions,  difmiffed  him.  He 
then  returned  aboard  his  own  fhip5  but 
Mr.  Walker  immediately  hailed  them, 

“  not  to  make  fail,  till  he  gave  orders.” 
This  could  not  but  employ  their  at¬ 
tention  from  a  more  minute  fcrutiny, 
and  confirm  them  in  the  opinion  of 
our  being  a  king’s  fhip,  had  the 

3  lieu- 
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lieutenant  or  attending  boat  feen  any 
thing  to  create  a  fufpicion  to  the  con¬ 
trary  ,  as  it  (hewed  us  in  no  great 

hurry  of  leaving  them.  According¬ 
ly  he  foon  gave  the  order,  and  they 
went  off,  faluting  us  with  five  guns, 
which  we  returned  with  three  ;  they 
one  more  for  thanks. 

This  was  the  laft  gun  Mr.  Walker 
heard  fired  all  that  war,  or  indeed 
ever  fince  at  fea.  How  ufefuily  to 
his  country  he  might  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  prefent,  the  reader,  o- 
therwavs  unacquainted  with  him, 
may,  we  hope,  from  thofe  paff  fcenes, 
form  fotne  judgment,  which  his 
friends  and  they  who  are  knowing  of 
him,  can  better  tell  ;  but  as  we  are 
now  come  to  the  lalt  icene  oi  the 
laft  adt  of  the  prefent  wor/,  wc  will 
make  hafte  to  drop  the  curtain  :  for 
the  fword  having  performed  its  part, 

the 
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the  play  ought  certainly  to  be  done. 
Thus  in  the  year  1748  Mr.  Walker 
returned  to  England,  preferving  the 
packet,  which  did  him  the  kind  of¬ 
fice  ot  landing  him  in  his  own  coun¬ 
try.  This  very  packet  was  taken  the 
year  following  by  an  Algerine,  who 
laid  wait  for  her,  and  was  carried  into 
Algiers  :  By  which  ail  the  property 
in  her,  to  a  very  confiderable  amount, 
was  irrecoverably  loft  to  the  owners. 
The  packet  and  men  were,  indeed, 
afterwards  reftored  ;  but  not  without 

much  fiate  altercation,  in  which  great 
time  was  loft. 

We  have  now  brought  Mr. Walker 
back  to  land,  to  the  fame  place  from 
whence  we  launched  him  on  our  de¬ 
tail,  with  defign  to  fet  his  abilities  to 
public  view,  and  fhew,  that  he  has 
been  fo  long  laid-hy,  through  no  de- 
fedt  in  them  :  for  I  cannot  but  look 
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on  him  as  a  found  and  good  {hip, 
fhut  up  in  dock  :  and  therefore,  we 
have  been  more  particular  in  fhewing 
him  in  feveral  fcenes,  which  even 
deviated  from  the  tranfadtions  of  the 
fea.  In  which  we  hope  to  meet  ex- 
cufe ;  we  having  had  a  particular 
reafon  for  fo  doing  ;  as  by  fome  mif- 
reprefentations  of  thofe  very  actions 
by  common  fame,  his  behaviour  in 
them  has  been  unjuflly  and  wi'h 
ill-nature  reported.  The  reafons  of 
his  inforced  inactivity  are  a  diftinCt 
fubjeCt  of  a  more  private  nature,  into 
which  I  am  by  no  means  delirous  of 
entering  ;  unlefs  fuch  juftification  of 
him,  in  private  life  alio,  may  be  here¬ 
after  thought  neceffary  or  asked  by 
the  public:  it  is  a  matter  of  which 
even  he  himfelf  fpeaks  with  the 
greatcft  reluftance.  Pity  it  is  !  that 
where  there  is  fo  little  fault  on  one 

fide. 
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fide,  the  evil  machinations  of  defin¬ 
ing  men,  who  from  various  principles 
and  from  variety  of  purpofes  often 
get  between  friends,  and  fet  them  at 
variance,  ihould  conjure  up  to  the  vi- 
fion  of jealouly  any  imaginary  charges 
againfthim;  for  he  has  been  all  his  life 
abhorring  of  every  mean  or  bad  re¬ 
venge  ;  though  in  his  reftrained  cir- 
cumftances,  he  has  been  often  oblitr- 
ed  to  yield  his  ear  to  the  advice  he 
never  followed,  and  which  he  from 
his  foul  defpifed.  I  will  be  particu¬ 
lar  in  mentioning  the  evil  infligator 
or  genius  of  ill  that  changed  the  pa- 
radife  of  his  life  into  the  fallen  ftate, 
in  which  he  has  fo  long  remained ; 
but  in  which  it  is  impofiible  for  his 
worfi:  enemies  to  make  him  mifer- 
able,  as  he  never  was  feen  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  it  to  be  a  fingle 
moment  out  of  temper  at  his  fate. 

The 
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The  wicked  author  I  mean  is  Mr. 
Goddard,  tire  aforefaid  agent  for  the 
people  A  powerful  man,  as  of  large 
fortune  !  but  1  tear  not  to  provoke 
him  ;  as  I  have  truths  to  oppofe  to 
every  attempt  of  his  refentment.  For 
Fir.  Walker  never  quarrelled  with 
his  managers,  till  a  difpute  arofe  in 
their  accounts,  on  the  large  fums  he 
had  advanced  to  his  officers  and  men 
for  their  ufe  ;  but  was  for  many  years 
after  h  is  arrival  in  England  in  their 
higher!:  efteem.  It  certainly  (hews 
our  want  of  fenfe  to  be  induced  by 
the  artifices  of  others  from  our  own 
reafon  and  better  knowledge  of  men 
and  things;  as  it  originally  was  want 
of  virtue  to  be  impofed  on  by  the  in- 
finuation  of  the  firft  tempter  to  vice! 
For  Mr.  Walker,  immediately  upon 
his  arrival,  applied  himfelf  to  works 
of  greater  importance,  the  General 

Brit  i (I: 
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Britijh  Fifiery-  and  which  he  has  to 
this  day  more  at  heart  than  any  other 
buhnefs  even  of  conqueft>  I  mean 

not  the  Britifli  Herring  fithery  :  tho’ 
in  that  he  was  fo  far  engaged,  as  to 
propoie  a  plan  for  it  to  the  fociety, 
taken  from  the  prefen t  practice  of  the 

Dutch  in  the  bke  branch  of  trade 
and  buhnefs,  and  even  went  to  Hol¬ 
land  on  purpofe  to  make  himfelf 
more  skilled  in  a  knowledge  of  it 
but  on  his  return  home,  found  Party 
contending  for  a  majority  in  it,  and 
inexperience  prefiding  at  the  board 
fond  of  her  own  thoughts  :  fo  that 
ie  declined  being  concerned  therein 
and  its  fuccefs  proves  his  forefight,  and 
muft  confefs  that  his  judgment  was  the 
_  or  rule  to  have  been  followed, 
e  cry  I  mean  is  the  great  trea- 

s  of  thefe  kingdoms,  but 

X  /  '  d/  has 
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has  not  yet  found  the  way  of  being 
brought  a-fhore-  the  cod,  tusk,  and 
1  i n  fiihery.  In  profecuting  of  which 
he  made  a  voyage  from  Norway  all 
round  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  and  at 
his  own  expence  has  taken  charts  and 
maps  of  ail  the  foundings  and  every 
bank  of  that  long  tradl  of  fhore  ; 
and  having  purc’nafed  feveral  fhips, 
actually  begun  the  work,  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  many  hundred  of  fami¬ 
lies  in  that  country  ;  who  now  enjoy 
from  his  pains  and  invention  a  happy 
maintenance,  in  a  work  encreafing 
every  hour  in  value  to  his  country. 
H  ow  far  his  country  may  purfue  the 
advantage  already  fprung  for  her,  and 

find  the  a&ivity  of  his  mind  of  ufe  to 
her  in  peace  as  well  as  war,  I  leave 

to  the  political  Providence  of  thefe 
countries  to  rule  and  determine.  It  is 
certain,  that  in  this  undertaking  the 

firft 
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firft  expences,  which  all  new  works 
neceffarily  demand,  had  employed  the 
greater  part  of  his  fortune,  before  the 
returns  could  fupply  the  deficiencies 
made  in  it :  which  accident  muff  not 


even  bj  charged  to 

condudt  in  him,  but 
his  fortune  was  greater 


any  raflmefs  of 
to  a  belief  that 
in  the  hands  of 


bus  agents,  by  his  afoiefaid  advance  to 

the  officers  and  men,  than  in  account 
it  is  allowed  to  be.  To  thefe  we  may 
add  fome  other  Ioffes  in  trade.  Yet,  to 
prove  the  merit  of  his  plan,  and  good 
defign  for  his  country,  he  ffi]l 
enjoys  the  bleffing  of  his  own  inven¬ 
tion,  with  the  continuance  of  the 
favours  of  his  friends  •,  his  chief  de- 
pendance  being  now  owing  to  the 
friendfhip  of  a  worthy  gentleman,  his 
name-fake,  no  relation,  and-  in  a  fo¬ 
reign  capacity  to  fea-affairs  ;  who  has 
provided  him  a  fhipin  this  very  trade. 


and 
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and  allows  him  a  profit  for  his  fup- 
port.  In  the  more  general  direction 
of  which  trade,  if  ever  it  be  thought 
of  merit  deferving  to  be  more  pub- 
lickly  extended, — as  nothing  would 
return  the  public  more  recompence 
or  reward, — he  certainly  has  the  fir  ft 
right  of  asking  to  be  employed.  But 
this  is  a  plan,  which  with  his  re¬ 
marks  and  obfervations  taken  of  the 
fea-coaft,  is  fufficient,  and  may  be 
worthy  of  a  volume  to  itfelf. 

(John  Carter  Crown} 
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